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COMBATTING IUU 
Illegal fishing has environmental, social, and economic impacts. It directly impacts the 
sustainability of fish stocks and efforts to manage fisheries as a sustainable resource. 
Indirectly, local fishers and communities dependent on fish stocks for their own 
consumption and livelihood are affected. 
 
The controls aim to remove the UK as a market for illegal fishery products, and they are 
separate to Product of Animal Origin (POAO) controls. The controls have applied to EU 
imports since 1 January 2021. 
 
To prove that a consignment imported into Great Britain is compliant with regulations, it 
must be accompanied by a Catch Certificate issued by the government that manages the 
fishing vessel. 
 
Checking Catch Certificates at the border is the responsibility of Port Health Authorities 
(PHAs). We work with sea fisheries officers of the Marine and Management Organisation 
(MMO) and Defra (the overall policy holder) to ensure that controls are properly applied. 

IMPORT CONTROLS 
Products subject to import checks 
The IUU Regulation applies to imports of marine caught fishery products. Freshwater and 
farmed (aquaculture) fish are all out of scope of the Regulation, as are marine fish 
imported for ornamental purposes. See Retained Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008, Annex I. 
 

Composite products 
Products made up of fish and other ingredients may be covered by the Regulation. If the 
product falls under CN Code 03, 1604 or 1605, a Catch Certificate will be required. This 
applies where there is any wild caught fish content.  
 
You may be asked to provide written confirmation of the commodity code for your goods 
from the HMRC Tariff Classification team. 
 

Import conditions 
Products that fall under the scope of the Regulation can only be imported when 
accompanied by a Catch Certificate issued for the consignment by the country that 
manages the fishing vessel(s).  
 
If the import has come to the UK via another country (that is not the country where the 
vessel is registered) then some additional documentation will be required from this country 
detailing the information about the storage or processing of the fish.  
 
Intermediate countries do not need to be approved to issue a Catch Certificate. 
The import conditions apply to imports from all countries, including imports from the EU, 
EEA, and EFTA countries. Please see GOV.UK for more details.  
 
If a consignment does not require catch certification, the importer will need to provide a 
written statement quoting the consignment details and explaining why a Catch Certificate 
is not required (e.g., the fish are farmed). 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2008/1005/annex/I
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ask-hmrc-for-advice-on-classifying-your-goods
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-fish-to-the-uk#imports-from-the-eu-eea-and-efta-countries
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Catch Certificates 
For processed fishery products arriving from the same country as the flag state of the 
vessel in a containerised form the Catch Certificate document is used more as an export 
document. It is generated as a consignment specific document at the time of export, rather 
than being used as a landing document and generated at the time the whole catch is 
discharged on the quayside.  
 
Original Catch Certificates should therefore match the consignment shipped, particularly in 
the weight and description of the product. 
 

Pre-notification 
The legislation requires that importers notify the PHA of the expected arrival of the 
consignment. The notification must be made at least 2 hours in advance of estimated 
arrival for imports by road (which includes Roll-On Roll-Off ferries). Failure to meet this 
deadline will result in additional charges being incurred as stated at 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/port-health.   
 
Please pre-notify us using the form provided on our website. Note that MMO expects 
original documents to be endorsed and returned to the agent/importer.  
 
PHAs do not have access to the live IMP notifications on IPAFFS for imports from the EU 
and therefore does not validate CHEDs from the EU. It remains a requirement to submit a 
notification on IPAFFS.  
 
Portsmouth PHA does not use PHILIS.  
 

Failing to comply with the requirements 
It is an offence to import fishery products without a validated Catch Certificate. Where 
required documents have not been submitted, Port Health Authorities may take action to 
hold or refuse entry to the consignment, or it may be confiscated and destroyed.  
 
Any enforcement taken will be in line with our Enforcement Policy.  
 

Additional Guidance 
Importing or moving fish to the UK - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED 
Original Catch Certificate(s) 

• Required when the country exporting the fish is the same as the country the 
catching vessel is flagged to (this may be a printed electronic version dependant on 
the country issuing the Catch Certificate e.g., Canada, Norway). 

 

Original processing statement (Annex IV) and copy Catch Certificate(s) 

• Required when the fishery product(s) are processed (before export) in a country 
that is different from the flag state of the catching vessel. 

 

Original storage document with copy Catch Certificate(s) 

• Required when the fish is stored (before export) in a country that is different from 
the flag state of the catching vessel and/or processing country. 

 

http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/port-health
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/enforcement-policy-2/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-fish-to-the-uk
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Importer's declaration 

• All Catch Certificates submitted (original and copy) must have the Importer’s 
declaration section completed by the importer or their representative. As an 
alternative a Multiple Catch Certificate Summary Document can be completed, 
signed, and submitted with the Catch Certificate documentation. 

 

Copy of commercial documents 

• Bills of lading / CMR (consignment note), invoice and packing list 

CHECKS WE CONDUCT 
Documentary check 
All imports are subject to a documentary check to ensure they relate to the consignment, 
are valid and authentic. More detailed checks may be undertaken on a risk basis which 
might include checking the format of the document, assessing whether stamps and 
signatures match those of the government that created it and checking catch areas and 
conservation management rules in place. Vessels will also be checked against the list of 
known IUU vessels. 
 

Identity and physical checks 
Where there is any discrepancy between the certification submitted and any 
documentation, an assessment of the product and packaging may be carried out.  
 

Charging 
Please see our website for the tariff and to pre-notify. New customers should contact us in 
advance and request form PHR 22.  
 
We use a per-consignment basis for charges, based on risk. Where multiple Catch 
Certificates are submitted for the same consignment which includes high and low risk 
country certificates, the higher risk charge will be applied.  
 
A consignment will be determined as goods covered by a distinct set of documentation. 
 

Low risk 

• An EU/EEA/EFTA state. 

• A country with a bilateral agreement with the EU for IUU purposes (i.e., USA, 
Canada, New Zealand). For example, fish caught by a US fishing vessel and 
processed in a US approved establishment. 

 

High risk 

• Fish caught by any other third country fishing vessel. 

• Fish from EU/bilateral/EEA/EFTA countries, processed in a third country (i.e., an 
indirect import). When processed in another third country, the catch loses its low-
risk status. For example, fish caught by a US fishing vessel and processed in a 
Vietnamese approved establishment.  

 

Satisfactory checks 
Upon satisfactory completion of the IUU checks, we will endorse the document and return 
it to the agent. The agent may need to submit a copy of the endorsed Catch Certificate to 
HMRC, to enable the consignment to be released. 
 

http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/port-health
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Unsatisfactory checks 
Where significant breaches of the legislation are discovered, or other concerns raised, a 
referral will be made to MMO.  
 
The law also provides for legal notices to be served, for which there is an appeals process.  
 
Products failing to satisfy import conditions may be re-exported to a country outside the 
UK (provided the receiving country competent authority agrees). If the consignment is 
deemed to have been fished illegally it could be confiscated or destroyed. 
 

Imports from the EU 
Since 1 January 2021, relevant fishery products imported from the EU into Great Britain 
fall within the scope of the IUU Regulations.  
 
Currently, no customs holds are placed on consignments of fish from the EU covered by 
the IUU requirements.  
 
Importers will still need to pre-notify Port Health of these imports and submit their IUU 
documents in advance to PHAs, in-line with the IUU Regulations. The only exception to 
this will be for imports of Bluefin Tuna, Antarctic Toothfish and Patagonian Toothfish, 
which will be subject to a Customs hold.  
 
Imports from non-EU countries will continue to have a Customs hold on fish products. 


