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Flagship is produced by Portsmouth City Council, 
Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth PO1 2AL 

 flagship@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 
  search for Flagship at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Advertisements
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy  
of advertisements or sponsorship in this publication, 
Portsmouth City Council cannot accept any liability for errors 
and omissions. We will not accept any responsibility for 
claims made by advertisers and their inclusion in Flagship, 
and this should not be taken as an endorsement by 
Portsmouth City Council. 

Contacting us

You may find our website www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
is the quickest and easiest way to get information.
City Helpdesk: www.portsmouth.gov.uk/contactonline
Adult social care: 023 9268 0810 or 
ASCoppdAdmin@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Children’s social care and safeguarding: 023 9283 9111  
or 023 9268 8793 or mash@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Council tax: 023 9268 8588 or search council tax  
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk
Parking: 023 9268 8310 or parking@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Recycling and rubbish: 023 9284 1105 or search recycling 
and rubbish at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
Search contact us at www.portsmouth.gov.uk for our  
A-Z contacts directory. 

In-person appointments 

The services below can arrange for you to speak to  
someone in person at the Civic Offices. You need to make  
an appointment, unless the issue is urgent, for example an 
emergency homelessness application or other crisis. Before 
making an appointment, we will try to save you a journey by 
resolving your enquiry on the phone first. To make an 
appointment call:

 ❯ housing benefit and council tax support: 023 9283 4556
 ❯ council tax and business rates: 023 9268 8588
 ❯ housing needs: 023 9283 4989
 ❯ school admissions and family information: 023 9268 8008
 ❯ children’s social care: 023 9283 9111

All our services are available online and on the phone.

023 9283 4092ä à
å ã

Payments 

You can drop in at the Civic Offices to make a payment: 
9am–4pm, Mon–Fri.
Cashiers are open 9am–1pm, self-serve payment machines 
1pm–4pm. 

Council meetings
To find out what’s coming up search council meetings  
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk Watch meetings at 
livestream.com/accounts/14063785

Distribution 

Distribution around 93,000. Flagship is distributed by 
Portsmouth Flyers. If you live in a block of flats, please help 
deliverers get access. To check their identity or in case of a 
problem, please contact the company on 0800 781 5799. 
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LEISURE AND EVENTS

A treasure trail 
through history
This stunning model of HMS Victory (above), 
made using copper from the ship and plated in 
silver, is one of the stars of our dazzling new 
exhibition at Portsmouth Museum and Art Gallery.
The model was given to the city by the Portsmouth 
Command of the Royal Navy in 1965. Now it can be 
seen in Silver City: 500 years of Portsmouth’s History, 
which tells the city’s story using silver objects.

Other treasures include a cup (above, right) donated  
in 1591 by Grace Bodkin, whose husband was mayor  
of Portsmouth. It’s the oldest item on show.

Other objects include:

 ❯ A tea service presented to Pompey player Jimmy 
Allen by the club after the 1934 FA Cup final.

 ❯ A casket presented to Southsea’s Sir Alec  
Rose in 1968, after he sailed round the world  
single-handedly.

 ❯ An ornate salt cellar given by Portsmouth to  
Charles II’s queen, Catherine of Braganza, as  
a wedding present in 1662.

 ❯ Two flagons presented to the city by the Duchess of 
Portsmouth, one of Charles II’s mistresses, in 1683.

Also featured are stories of ordinary Portsmouth 
people, like Lily Besant – awarded a silver medal for 
netball in 1930, and another when she completed her 
nurse training in 1938.

The exhibition also includes paintings, photographs and 
film. Most objects come from the council’s collections, 
but others were loaned by the Royal Navy, the Anglican 
cathedral and the Goldsmiths’ Company Charity. 

The exhibition is part of our jubilee programme. 
Admission is free and it runs Tuesday to Sunday (and 
bank holiday Mondays), 10am to 5pm, from 28 May until 
27 February. For Silver City events and more details see 
portsmouthmuseum.co.uk
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It’s Platinum  
Jubilee party time
Portsmouth is planning to celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee in style. We’ll join the rest of the nation  
in marking the 70th anniversary of the Queen’s 
accession to the throne, and enjoying a special 
four-day Jubilee weekend from 2 to 5 June.

Join the Jubilee Big Lunch
You’re royally invited to mark the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee by coming to one of our free Jubilee Big  
Lunch events on Sunday 5 June.

Thousands are expected to come together on 
Southsea Common and Cosham’s King George V 
playing fields. 

Join in the fun from 10am to 5pm and enjoy live 
bandstand music and community performances. 
Refreshments will be available, or you can bring  
your own picnic. 

Watch a beacon being lit
We’re participating in the national beacon lighting 
programme, with beacons being lit at Fort Widley and 
Southsea Castle to mark the start of the celebratory 
weekend on Thursday 2 June. The events will start at 
9.15pm and the beacons will be lit at 9.45pm. 

Get more information
More details about the Jubilee events were being 
finalised as Flagship went to press. Get the latest  
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/jubilee70

Queen’s Baton Relay event
Southsea Common hosts a sports and fitness  
festival to mark the Commonwealth Games baton 
arriving in the city on 6 July, 5pm–7pm. Check  
www.visitportsmouth.co.uk
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Remembering 
the Falklands
On Sunday 19 June, Portsmouth will be marking the 
40th anniversary of the end of the Falklands War, with 
veterans at the heart of some special events.

The day’s official programme begins with a march by 
veterans from the Camber to the Falklands Memorial  
by the Square Tower.

Just after 11am a new plaque will be unveiled with the 
names of members of the Army and Royal Air Force, 
and civilians, who lost their lives during the conflict.  
The new memorial will be identical to the one already 
there in memory of members of the Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines and Royal Fleet Auxiliary.

The granting of the freedom of the city will be 
announced for all those who served in the Falklands 
conflict, as well as the Royal Naval Association, the 
Royal Marines Association Portsmouth and the 
Association of Wrens, who also represent the  
Queen Alexandra Royal Naval Nursing Service.

A twinning agreement with the Falkland Islands will  
also be announced.

The veterans will march along High Street to 
Portsmouth Cathedral and attend a service.

Celebrating our 
armed forces
There’s a free event at the Historic Dockyard on  
25 June as part of Armed Forces Day, when the 
city will celebrate Portsmouth’s armed forces 
community – from currently serving personnel  
to service families, veterans and cadets.

The event, from 11am to 9pm, will feature arena 
displays opposite HMS Victory, expected to 
include a junior field gun competition, a motorcycle 
display team, bands, military vehicles and 
gymnastics. See www.armedforcesday.org.uk

60+ Festival 
We’re busy getting ready for the return of our 60+ 
Festival – a multitude of events for people 60 or 
older in the first two weeks of October. Please email 
us at events@portsmouthcc.gov.uk for more 
information – whether you want to get an activity 
listed in the festival brochure, or for details of what’s 
happening over the fortnight. 
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Food festival is back 
Southsea Food Festival returns on 16 and 17 July, 
with stalls offering goodies from some of the best 
food and drink producers in the area. There will also 
be street food, live music and entertainment, making 
it a great event for the whole family. 

Food lovers can browse, sample and buy a wide range 
of products including sausages and bacon, pies, 
brownies, chocolate, cheese and even Portsmouth 
gin. There will be plenty of options for veggies,  
vegans and anyone avoiding gluten or dairy too. 

An acoustic stage will feature local musical talent.

A Love Southsea Market is planned for Saturday 16 July 
and a Hampshire Farmers’ Market for Sunday 17 July.

This year the event covers a bigger area, taking in 
Palmerston, Clarendon and Osborne roads and also 
Avenue De Caen. 

Find out more at rediscoverportsmouth.co.uk 

Time to run your city
The Great South Run hits town again on the 
weekend of 15 and 16 October, bringing excitement 
and drama for runners and spectators alike.

The world’s most famous 10-mile run, on the 
Sunday, is well-known for its atmosphere and  
its fast, flat route, starting and finishing on the 
seafront. It’s billed as a run for everyone, from 
locals to celebrated athletes. 

Saturday is when the 5k, mini and junior  
races are run. For entry and more details see  
www.greatrun.org/events/great-south-run

Flying high 
after 30 years
The 30th Portsmouth International Kite Festival 
takes to the skies above Southsea Common on  
30 and 31 July, and it promises to be an extra-
special show.

The free event, run by the council and the Kite 
Society of Great Britain, will feature hundreds of 
kite fliers from around the world.

Attractions include synchronised kite ballet,  
artistic kite displays, giant soft kites, Japanese 
fighting kites and an altitude sprint. Craft stalls, 
refreshments, a free children’s kite workshop  
and amusements are also planned. See  
www.portsmouthkitefestival.org.uk

6  www.portsmouth.gov.uk/contactonline  www.portsmouth.gov.uk
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out&about
 MAY – NOVEMBER 
All the  highlighted  events are free

 Lots more going on...

For more events and more details go 
to www.visitportsmouth.co.uk 
Events might be altered, postponed 
or cancelled. Before making plans 
please check with the organiser and/
or venue. 

Silver City, Tuesdays–Sundays

ONGOING
Tuesdays–Sundays  

Silver City: 500 Years of 
Portsmouth’s History
Portsmouth Museum and Art Gallery, 
10am–5pm. See p3.

Tuesdays and Thursdays (school hols) Port 
Solent Kids Club
Port Solent, 11am–4pm.

MAY
30–31 Paint a Pebble Poppy

The D–Day Story, 11am–2pm. 
Included in admission.

JUNE
1–3 Operation Spies and Lies

The D–Day Story, 10am–4pm. 
Included in admission.

1–4 Agatha Crusty and the  
Health Spa Murders
Trinity Church Theatre, Albert Road, 
7.30pm plus 2pm Saturday matinee, 
£12, £10 concs. 

2–5 Jubilee Celebrations
See p4-5 and www.visitportsmouth.
co.uk

3 St Luke’s Big Summer Fair
St Luke’s, Greetham Street, 
12pm–3pm, adults 50p,  
children free.

3–4 Save Our Seas – S.O.S. Showcase
Kings Theatre, 7pm, £12, £10 concs.

4 Southsea Beachwatch  
Beach Clean
Meet Coffee Cup, Eastney, 10am.

4 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

4 Sunset Outdoor Cinema
The Greatest Showman (PG). 
Sing-along. St. Mary’s Church, Fratton. 
8.30pm. Free but must reserve online.  
www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk

5 D–Day Anniversary and  
Platinum Jubilee Picnic
Historic Dockyard, 10am–5.30pm.

5 The Hanging Stars
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm, £15.

6 Jess Jocoy
Wedgewood Rooms, 7pm, £12.

7–3 July (except Mons) 
Summer Jewels
Portsmouth Museum & Art Gallery, 
10am–4.30pm. Contemporary 
jewellery.

Wednesdays 
Coffee Morning
Kings Theatre, 10am–12pm.  
www.kingsportsmouth.co.uk/
get-involved/events/

Wednesdays 
Weekly Free Community Meal
John Pounds Centre, 6pm. 
FoodCycle prepare a meal with food 
that would have been thrown away.

Thursdays (2 June–25 August) 
Evening Car Meet
Port Solent, 7pm–9pm.

Thursdays 
Throwback Thursdays
Victoria Park, 10.30am–12pm, last 
Thursday of each month until Oct. 
Stroll, heritage chat and litter–pick. 
Meet at fountain. 

Fridays (term times) 
Theatre Tots
Kings Theatre, 10am–10.45am,  
£4 per child. 2–4 year olds.

Sundays (& bank holiday Mon) 
Trains
Bransbury Park, 2pm–5pm,  
50p per person. Until 30 Oct, 
weather permitting.

Second and last Sundays 
Car Meet
Port Solent, 10am–12pm.

Weekly (term times) 
Youth Theatre
Kings Theatre, times and prices vary.

Weekends, June–September 
Live at the Bandstand
Various locations. See  
www.visitportsmouth.co.uk for  
dates, times and line-ups.

Until 30 October 
Harbour Boat Trip
Historic Dockyard, 1pm–4pm,  
£10 per head, four for £30.

Every first weekend, Sat–Sun. and  
every third Sat until 16 Oct 
Love Southsea Market
10am–4pm, Palmerston Road. 

heart of Southsea

& Arts to the

bringing 
community cinema

Southsea Community Cinema & Arts 
Centre kicks off the summer season, 
at our new home on Palmerston 
Road, with a wide variety of films for 
families, art house lovers, and anyone 
who enjoys  the classics!

Also, look out for screenings at 
outdoor venues around the city.

Southsea Community Cinema & Arts Centre  
1-3 Palmerston Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, PO5 3QQ

southseacinema.co.uk
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11 Seeded Destash
St George’s Square, 10am–2pm. 
Pre–loved craft items for sale.

11 Time Travellers Family Show
The D–Day Story, 11am and 2pm. 
Included in admission.

11 Sunset Outdoor Cinema
Belfast (12A). Natural History 
Museum garden, 8.30pm.  
£8, under 16s £6. www.
portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk

12 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am–5pm.

14 Gangstagrass
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm, £15.

14–18 Spring Awakening
The Barn, Milton Park, 7.30pm, plus 
2.30pm Sat matinee, £14–£16. 

14–18 Rock of Ages
Kings Theatre, times vary, from £23.

15–19 Sea Angling Classic
Various locations and times.  
£250 per angler. Other land–based 
events free.

17 Graduate Showcase
Faculty of creative and cultural 
industries. Eldon Building, 4pm–9pm.

17 Shakatak
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm, from £22.

18 Theatre Tour
Kings Theatre, 10am–12pm,  
adults £8, children £5.50.  
See www.kingsportsmouth.co.uk  
for further dates.

18 Climate Change
Southsea Green Garden, next to Café 
Fresco, 2pm. Talk and discussion.

18 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

19 Falklands 40
Old Portsmouth, 10am–12pm. 
Wreath laying and unveiling new 
memorial. See p4-5.

6 Andy Hamilton
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm, £23.50.

6 Queen’s Baton Relay
Plus sports and fitness festival, 
Southsea Common, 5pm–7pm.  
See p4.

9 Sunset Outdoor Cinema
Casablanca (PG). Natural  
History Museum Garden,  
9pm. £8, under 16s £6. www.
portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk

10 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am–5pm.

16 Baffins Pond Assoc Fun Day
Tangier Field, 12pm–4pm.

16 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

16–17 Southsea Food Festival
Southsea precinct and surrounding 
area, 10am–5pm. See p6.

16–31 Festival of Archaeology
Portsmouth Museum and Art Gallery, 
10am–5pm, Tuesdays – Sundays.

19 EXTC
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm, 
£17.50.

21 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall Studio, 12pm.

24 London Calling (Clash tribute)
Rifle Club, 7.30pm, £15. www.
squarerootspromotions.co.uk

25 Baffins Litter Pick
Baffins Pond, 10am–12pm.

25 Armed Forces Day Celebration
Historic Dockyard, 10am–5.30pm. 
See p4-5.

25 Sunset Outdoor Cinema
Encanto (PG). Natural History 
Museum garden. 8.30pm,  
£8, under 16s £6. www.
portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk

26 Harbour Boat Trip
Historic Dockyard, 10.30am,  
12pm and 1.30pm, £75.

30–3 July 
Ports Fest
Celebration of culture, times and 
prices vary – portsfest.co.uk.

JULY
1 Whitework Embroidery Class

D–Day Story, 10.30am–4.30pm, £135.

2 Southsea Beachwatch Beach 
Clean
Meet Rock Gardens, Southsea, 10am.

2 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

3 Summer Fair
Eastney Community Centre, 
Bransbury Park, 10am–2pm,  
adults 50p, children free.

Potential plan 
to license 

thousands more 
shared homes 
in Portsmouth

For more information and to 
fi nd out how you can have your 

say, turn to the back page.

Andy Hamilton, 6 July

EXTC, 19 June

8  Visitor information service 023 9282 6722  vis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  www.visitportsmouth.co.uk 
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23 Live Music
Port Solent, 12pm–6.30pm.

23 History and Care of Roses
Southsea Green Garden, next to Café 
Fresco, 1pm–2pm.

23 Sunset Outdoor Cinema
Jurassic World (12). Natural History 
Museum garden, 9pm. £8, under 16s 
£6. www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk

24 Harbour Boat Trip
Historic Dockyard, 10.30am,  
12pm and 1.30pm, £75.

26 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall Studio, 12pm.

30–31 International Kite Festival
Southsea Common, 10am–5pm.  
See p6.

30–10 August Summer Exhibition
Anglican Cathedral, 10am–4pm. 
Portsmouth & Hampshire Art Soc.

AUGUST
2 Rapunzel

Southsea Castle, 7pm, £12,  
£10 concs. Outdoor theatre.

3 The Queen’s Knickers
New Theatre Royal, 2pm and 6pm, 
family ticket £44.50. Kids’ musical.

6 Southsea Beachwatch  
Beach Clean
Meet Coffee Cup, Eastney, 10am.

6 Teddy Bears Picnic
Baffins Pond Assoc, Tangier Field, 
12pm.

6 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

9–13 Some Mothers Do ‘Ave ‘Em
Kings Theatre, times vary, from £22.

13 Sunset Outdoor Cinema
A surprise film (12). Natural History 
Museum garden, 9pm. £8, under 16s 
£6. www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk

14 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am–5pm.

14 Harbour Boat Trip
Historic Dockyard, 10.30am,  
12pm and 1.30pm, £75.

16 Workshop
Paper flower collage and pot a plant. 
Southsea Green Garden, next to Café 
Fresco, 12pm–3pm. Kids and adults.

20 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

17 John Coghlan’s Quo
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm, £17.50.

18 An Evening with Aggers and Tuffers
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm, from £28.

21 The Polio Story
Portsmouth u3a talk, Cosham 
Baptist Church, 2pm, £3.

25 Litter Pick
Baffins Pond, 10am–12pm

26–1 October 
Strictly Ballroom
Kings Theatre, times vary, from £23.

27 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall Studio, 12pm.

OCTOBER
1 Seeded Destash

St George’s Square, 10am–2pm. 
Pre–loved craft items for sale.

1 Harbour Boat Trip
Historic Dockyard, 10.30am,  
12pm and 1.30pm, £75.

1 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

1 Motionhouse: Nobody
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm,  
from £15.

2 Trials of Cato
Square Tower, 7.15pm, £15. www.
squarerootspromotions.co.uk

3–8 The Commitments
Kings Theatre, times vary, from £23.

6 Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra
Guildhall, 7.30pm, £6–£26.

7 Chris McCausland
New Theatre Royal, 8pm, from £20.

20–21 Dinosaur Adventure Live
Kings Theatre, times vary, from 
£14.50.

25 Throwback Thursday @  
Victoria Park

26–28 Victorious Festival
Southsea Seafront, 1pm–11pm 
Friday, 10am–11pm Saturday and 
Sunday, from £50 a day, kids from £1.

30 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall Studio, 12pm.

SEPTEMBER
3 999 Day

Port Solent, 10am–4pm.

3 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.

4 Southsea Beachwatch  
Beach Clean
Meet Rock Gardens, 10am.

5–10 Stepping Out
Kings Theatre, times vary, from £23.

9 The Bob Marley Experience
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm, £15.

9–18 Heritage Open Days
Across the city. See www.
heritageopendays.org.uk

10 Gary Delaney
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm, £23.50.

10–11 Beats & Eats Portsmouth
Castle Field, 11am–7pm Sat, 
11am–6pm Sun., £3–£5 per day, 
under 14s free. Family–friendly 
festival. www.thevillagepopup.com

11 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am–5pm.

17 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm–10pm, 
entry £5, skate hire £2.50.
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Chris McCausland, 7 October

Victorious Festival, 26–28 August
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Venue contact information
Aspex Gallery .......................................023 9277 8080...........aspex.org.uk
Blue Reef Aquarium ..............................023 9287 5222...........www.bluereefaquarium.co.uk
City Council Museums ..........................023 9282 6722...........portsmouthmuseums.co.uk
Spinnaker Tower ...................................023 9285 7521...........www.spinnakertower.co.uk
Groundlings Theatre .............................023 9273 7370 ..........www.groundlings.co.uk
Gunwharf Quays ..................................023 9283 6700...........gunwharf-quays.com
Kings Theatre .......................................023 9282 8282...........www.kingsportsmouth.co.uk
New Theatre Royal ...............................023 9264 9000...........www.newtheatreroyal.com 
No.6 Cinema ........................................07435 029408............www.no6cinema.co.uk
Port Solent ...........................................023 9221 0606...........www.portsolent.com
Portsmouth Film Society .......................07528 808400............www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk
Portsmouth Guildhall ............................023 9387 0200 ..........portsmouthguildhall.org.uk
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard ...............023 9283 9766...........www.historicdockyard.co.uk
Portsmouth Pyramids ............................023 9320 0330...........www.bhliveactive.org.uk
Wedgewood Rooms .............................023 9286 3911...........www.wedgewood-rooms.co.uk

8 Conker Bash
Baffins Pond Assoc. At pond, 12pm, 
£2 per person, conkers provided.

8 Straighten Out (Stranglers tribute)
Rifle Club, 8pm, £15. www.
squarerootspromotions.co.uk

9 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am–5pm.

11–15 Shrek The Musical
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm, plus 2.30pm 
Sat matinee, £16–£25.

15 Portsmouth Baroque Choir
All Saints Church, Portsea,  
7.30pm. Purcell.

15 Autumn Concert
Portsmouth Light Orchestra, 
Buckland Community Centre, 
7.30pm. Adults £7, under 16s free.

15–16 Great South Run
Across the city, prices vary. See p6.

18 Terrible Tudors
Horrible Histories. New Theatre Royal, 
1.30pm and 4pm, from £14.50.

19 Wastewater
Portsmouth u3a talk, Cosham 
Baptist Church, 2pm, £3. 

20 Macbeth
Sh!t Faced Shakespeare. New 
Theatre Royal, 8pm, from £23.50.

21 Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra
Guildhall, 7.30pm, £6–£26.

22–23 Peppa Pig’s Best Day Ever
Kings Theatre, times vary, from £15.

24–27 At The Sign of the  
Crippled Harlequin
Trinity Church Theatre, Albert Road, 
7.30pm, plus 2pm Sat matinee, £12, 
£10 concs.

25 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall Studio, 12pm

13  Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am–5pm.

16 Marti Pellow
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm,  
from £34.50.

17 Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
Guildhall, 7.30pm, £6–£26.

17 Christmas Lights Switch-on
Commercial Road, 4pm–6.30pm.

22 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall Studio, 12pm.

24 Christmas Lights Switch-on
Plus Love Southsea Market. 
Palmerston Road, 4pm–6.30pm.

26 The Sandy Denny Project
St Luke’s Church, Southsea, 7pm, £16 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

DECEMBER
1 Christmas Lights Switch-on

Cosham precinct, 5pm– 6.30pm.

30 Harbour Boat Trip
Historic Dockyard, 10.30am,  
12pm and 1.30pm, £75.

NOVEMBER
2 Fireworks

King George V playing fields, 
4pm–8pm. Bonfire 6.30pm, 
fireworks 7.30pm.

3–5 Nativity! The Musical
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm, plus 2.30pm 
Sat matinee, £18–£20.

5 Jimeoin
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm, £22.

5–6 Contemporary Craft Show
Fort Purbrook, 10.30am–4.30pm, 
adults £4, accompanied children free.

12 Harry Hill
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm, from £33.

13 Remembrance Service
Guildhall Square, 11am.

Jimeoin, 5 November

The Sandy Denny Project, 26 November
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HAF fun this summer 
Our HAF Fun Pompey programme for five to  
16 year-olds is coming back for the summer 
holidays, bigger and better than ever! 

Places at HAF (holiday activities and food) are free  
for families who get free school meals, and some 
providers have pay-as-you-go spaces too. 

Kids can sign up to activities including sports clubs, 
cooking classes and arts workshops, as well as 
attend family days. Older children may enjoy 
activities such as climbing and computer coding, 
while making new friends and socialising. Food is 
provided at the sessions too. 

Dates were being finalised as Flagship  
went to press. For the latest updates, go to  
www.pycportsmouth.co.uk/haffunpompey  
You can sign up for our newsletter there. You can  
also follow @portsmouthcitycouncil on Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok, and @portsmouthtoday  
on Twitter. Use #HAF2022 to join the conversation.

Advertisement

Kids get stomping
Stomp for Stamps, our summer holiday treasure 
hunt for children, is back. 

Children will have fun tracking down hidden 
Pompey Monsters around the city to earn rewards. 
Visit a library and collect a map book to get 
started, then Stomper (pictured) and his friends will 
guide children throughout the challenge, helping 
them to collect stickers and claim the treasure –  
a choice of Pompey Monster prizes. Find out dates 
and more details at travel.portsmouth.gov.uk/
stompforstamps

FAMILY LIFE AND CARING

Fun cooking with HAF

HAF session at Aspex gallery
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Free help for new families
If you’re pregnant or have a little one to look  
after, there’s a new way of getting professional  
NHS advice.

Family Assist Solent is a new website that’s packed 
full of reliable information to help support your family.

You can find advice on topics including 
breastfeeding, healthy eating, screening tests  
and vaccinations, and looking after yourself.

You’ll be asked to register via your health visiting 
service during pregnancy, and anyone with a child 
under two can sign up online now. 

You’ll receive important information by email at 
relevant times, and when you can’t find the 
information you need, or would like non-urgent 
advice and support, you can ask a question and  
get an email response within two working days.

Find out more and create your account at  
www.solent.nhs.uk/familyassist

FAMILY AND CARING

We’re set to provide almost 100 new school places for 
children and young people with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND) by early 2023.

Building has started on a new school for up to 66 pupils, 
due to open early next year. The Wymering School will 
be for nine to 16 year-olds with a neurodiverse profile 
and some will have autism and ADHD. All the pupils 
need much more support than is typically available  
in mainstream schools. Pupils will have help with 
communication and interaction difficulties, anxiety and 

challenging behaviour. Inclusion centres at the Flying 
Bull Academy, Penhale Infant School, The Portsmouth 
Academy and Cliffdale Primary Academy are also being 
expanded, creating more than 30 places in the next 
school year. Pupils will enjoy smaller class sizes, 
specially designed classrooms with sensory and 
therapy spaces, and varied landscapes outside. 

Find out more about SEND services at  
www.portsmouthlocaloffer.org 

SEND: New 
school and 
more places

Artist's impression of The Wymering School
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FAMILY LIFE AND CARING

Summer science fun
The Summer Reading Challenge is fun, free, and a 
brilliant way to keep the kids entertained during the 
holidays. Plus, it helps keep up their reading skills.

This year’s theme is science and the imagination,  
and it’s all about sparking children’s curiosity about 
the world. Children aged four to 11 can join six 
“Gadgeteers” and learn about the science behind 
fashion, technology, cooking, music and more.

All you need to do is visit your nearest library from  
9 July and sign up. Kids can pick up a poster and 
stickers for each book they read during the summer. 
When they reach their target, they’ll get a certificate 
from their library and be invited to our winners’ event 
in September, where they’ll get a chance to take part 
in lots of free activities and pick up a medal.

More details at summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

Responding to  
the Ukraine crisis
As Flagship went to press, the war in Ukraine was still raging. Here’s some  
information you might find useful. For more, search Ukraine at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

How to donate
The Disaster Emergency Committee (DEC) has 
launched an appeal in response to the Ukrainian 
crisis. For more details see www.dec.org.uk

Homes for Ukraine
This scheme offers a home in the UK to people who 
have fled Ukraine. For more information please visit 
www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine  
The council is offering support to sponsors and 
guests who have registered under the scheme.

Local support
The council has been gathering information about 
local organisations, charities, and individuals who 
would like to help (excluding accommodation). Please 
email ukrainesupport@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  
if you’re able to offer support,

Advice for families
It’s difficult to answer questions children may be 
asking about what’s happening in Ukraine. We’ve 
gathered some sources of advice online. Search 
Ukraine at www.portsmouth.gov.uk
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FAMILY AND CARING

Setting youngsters 
up for success
Could you provide a home and support to a young 
person who’s taking their first steps into independence?
If so, please think about being one of our Supported Lodgings 
carers. They work with vulnerable 18 to 24 year-olds who may 
be leaving care, homeless or recently arrived in the country as 
an unaccompanied minor.

Menno and Tamara Groen, pictured above, have provided care 
for 15 young people under the Supported Lodgings scheme in 
the last four years. 

Tamara says: “I help them develop the skills for independence, 
ranging from cooking through to making sure they get to college 
on time. Supported Lodgings gives them a safe, supportive and 
welcoming home environment to develop their practical skills 
and emotional resilience. It helps set them up for success.”

You can apply to be a Supported Lodgings carer regardless of 
gender, faith, ethnicity or sexuality, and marital, residential or 
work status. You’d receive excellent support, outstanding local 
training and development, and competitive fees and allowances. 
As the young people have a degree of independence, 
Supported Lodgings can also fit in with work commitments.

“Do it!” says Tamara. “You’re providing a young person with  
a secure base as they make their way in the world.”

Is this you?
We’re looking for individuals or couples 
aged over 21 who have a spare 
bedroom in the Portsmouth area, 
understand the issues facing young 
people, and can help them as they 
develop their independent living skills 
and friendships, maintain contact with 
family, and seek education, training or 
employment. 

To ask about Supported Lodgings  
or fostering with Foster Portsmouth,  
or to arrange a chat with one of our 
experienced team or a carer:

 ❯ go to: www.foster.portsmouth.
gov.uk

 ❯ call: 023 9283 4071

 ❯ email:  
fostering@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
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RUBBISH AND RECYCLING

Rubbish and  
recycling round-up

Battery collections
From 6 June you’ll be able to recycle your old household batteries 
from home rather than taking them to a recycling point. We’ll 
accept a variety of batteries, including the ones found in toys, 
mobiles, watches and laptops. Just put them in a clear plastic bag 
on top of your black bin. If you live in a flat-fronted property and put 
black bags out, leave the clear bag somewhere obvious – such as 
on top of a black bag.

Car and power tool batteries, and any damaged or leaking batteries, 
will still need to be taken to the household waste recycling centre  
at Port Solent.

Recycled batteries can be used for all kinds of things, for example 
in agriculture and in the steel, paint, and electronics industries 
(including making new batteries).

Food waste update
Food waste recycling has been a huge 
success in Portsmouth during its trial 
phase, with more than 4,000 tonnes 
collected so far. The scheme is now 
set to cover the whole city from this 
autumn. So if you haven’t got your grey 
food waste caddies yet, you’ll receive 
them before your first collection, along 
with all the information you need to  
get started. All the food we collect is 
converted into biofuel and fertiliser.

Be a good neighbour
Leaving bins on pavements can  
make access difficult and unsafe for  
people pushing pushchairs or using 
wheelchairs, or who are visually 
impaired. Please only put your bin out 
after 7pm the evening before collection, 
but before 7am on collection day.  
Bring it back in as soon as you can. 

Need advice or help?
Contact our waste team by emailing recyclingandrubbish@
portsmouthcc.gov.uk , calling 023 9284 1105, or searching 
recycling and rubbish at www.portsmouth.gov.uk
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WELLBEING AND SUPPORT

Now’s the time to get on the money
With the cost of living going up sharply, we can all benefit from 
knowing how to save cash and get support. Our full range of advice is 
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/money – but here’s a selection of top tips.

GET FREE ADVICE
 ❯ For advice on benefits, debt, employment 

rights, family issues or consumer  
rights, go to Advice Portsmouth: 
adviceportsmouth.org.uk or 
023 9279 4340.

 ❯ For specialist debt advice go to  
Citizens Advice: caportsmouth.org.uk 
or 023 9400 6600.

 ❯ Money advice for council tenants: search 
contact us at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
and look for housing office in the list. 

 ❯ Money advice for housing association 
tenants: contact your local customer 
service team.

 ❯ General advice on debt, spending, and 
boosting your income: try the national 
Money Helper line, 0800 138 7777.

CHECK YOUR PAY
 ❯ See if your tax code and any deductions 

are correct. Search tax code at www.
moneysavingexpert.com

 ❯ Check you’re getting at least  
the right minimum wage:  
checkyourpay.campaign.gov.uk  
or call ACAS on 0300 123 1100.

PLAN YOUR BUDGET
 ❯ Search budget planner tool at  

www.moneyhelper.org.uk or  
call 0800 138 7777 for advice.

BOOST YOUR INCOME
 ❯ Check the benefits you should be 

getting with a tool like the one at  
www.entitledto.co.uk 

 ❯ See if you can get benefit deductions 
reduced. Search universal credit 
deductions at england.shelter.org.uk 
or call the DWP on 0800 916 0647.

 ❯ Pregnant or got young children?  
Check out healthy start vouchers  
(0-4 years) at www.healthystart.nhs.uk 
or call 0300 330 7010.

 ❯ Search free school meals at  
www.portsmouth.gov.uk to see  
if you qualify, or ask your school.

 ❯ Check out maternity grants – search 
maternity grant at www.gov.uk

 ❯ Find out about council tax support, 
discounts and exemptions. Search 
council tax at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 

 ❯ Could you rent out a room? Go to  
www.gov.uk/rent-room-in-your-home
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WELLBEING AND SUPPORT

Now’s the time to get on the money
CUT YOUR BILLS

 ❯ Get help to make your home warmer  
and reduce your energy bills: go to 
switchedonportsmouth.co.uk or call 
0800 260 5907. Smart meters help you 
make better sense of the energy you use 
so you can lower your consumption and 
your bills. You can see what your energy 
use is costing in real time, and save 
money by adopting good energy habits. 
The Switched On team can advise.

 ❯ See if you’re eligible for the warm home 
discount scheme: go to www.gov.uk/
the-warm-home-discount-scheme 

 ❯ Get help if you’re struggling with water 
bills: www.portsmouthwater.co.uk  
(call 0800 4320534) or  
www.southernwater.co.uk  
(call 0800 027 0363). 

 ❯ Use a community larder or pantry to  
cut costs. Check out food banks and 
community meals if you can’t afford  
food. Search help with food at www.
portsmouth.gov.uk

 ❯ Search cheap supermarket shopping 
at www.moneysavingexpert.com  
The site also has regular information on 
the latest deals.

 ❯ Mobile and broadband: see if you can 
switch to a better deal. Search price 
comparison at www.ofcom.org.uk  
Ask your provider if you qualify for  
a social or essential tariff. 

 ❯ Get a free or discounted TV  
licence if you’re eligible. See  
www.gov.uk/free-discount-tv-licence

 ❯ Income being swallowed up by bank 
overdraft, fees, charges or interest? Go  
to nationaldebtline.org and search safe 
bank accounts, or call 0808 808 4000. 
See if you could save by switching. 
Search best bank accounts at www.
moneysavingexpert.com

 ❯ Search free prescriptions at  
www.nhs.uk to see if you can  
get them. Or call 0300 330 1343.

 ❯ Get tips on cheaper travel:  
search car and travel costs at  
www.moneyhelper.org.uk or call 
0800 138 7777.

 ❯ Search Portsmouth leisure card at 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk and see if  
you can save on days out.
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WELLBEING AND SUPPORT

Staying 
safe and 
healthy

There are things we can all do to reduce the risk 
of becoming ill and spreading coronavirus and 
other viruses. 
Protect yourself and others by:

 ❯ carrying tissues to catch coughs and sneezes – 
catch it, bin it, kill it 

 ❯ washing your hands

 ❯ letting fresh air in

 ❯ staying home if you’re unwell

 ❯ wearing a mask in crowded, enclosed spaces

 ❯ having a well-stocked medicine cabinet for  
minor ailments

 ❯ getting your vaccinations – whether it’s a COVID-19 
vaccination or booster or your flu jab

As well as helping you stay well, these top tips help 
reduce pressure on the NHS.

Find out more
 ❯ You can find health and medicines advice  

at www.nhs.uk 

 ❯ If you need medical help go online to  
111.nhs.uk or phone 111.

Vaccines protect 
you and baby
If you’re pregnant, you’re at higher risk of getting 
seriously ill from COVID-19. And if it’s late in 
pregnancy, your baby could also be at risk. 

Carolynne Cooper, 32, was fully vaccinated during 
her pregnancy. She gave birth to Toby in October 
with no complications and is now breastfeeding.

Carolynne said: “I read there was a greater chance 
of early labour if I was to get covid past 28 weeks. I 
knew that if I got covid in the third trimester I’d have 
more chance of hospitalisation. I already had three 
children at home, so I didn’t want to risk anything.”

Find out where you can get vaccinated at  
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/covidvaccine 

18  www.portsmouth.gov.uk/contactonline  www.portsmouth.gov.uk

http://www.nhs.uk
http://111.nhs.uk
http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/covidvaccine


WELLBEING AND SUPPORT

Bouncing back to health
If you want to lose weight, stop smoking or drink  
less alcohol, then our wellbeing service can help.

Maureen, 79, contacted them for help getting to a 
healthier weight. She completed their Let’s Bounce 
Back programme and lost 10% of her body weight.

She went to weekly sessions at the John Pounds 
Centre where she met programme leader Emily. 
Maureen was impressed with Emily’s listening skills, 
knowledge and patience. She received personalised 
support, designed to take account of her diabetes. 

Maureen said: “I’ve learnt that a bad day shouldn’t be 
treated as a failure. And I now have the knowledge to 
look at food labels and understand what constitutes 
a healthy diet.”

Contact the wellbeing service on 023 9229 4001 or 
learn more at www.wellbeingportsmouth.co.uk
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Modern slavery:  
the signs
Slavery still happens, and it may even exist in your 
community. We all need to know the signs, so we  
can report it and get help. 

The signs could include someone:

 ❯ working long hours in harsh or unsafe conditions

 ❯ living somewhere dirty, cramped or overcrowded

 ❯ living and working at the same address

 ❯ being unable to move around freely

 ❯ showing signs of physical or psychological abuse

 ❯ seeming frightened or withdrawn

 ❯ being reluctant to seek help

 ❯ being fearful of the police and not knowing  
who to trust 

 ❯ having no control of their ID, such as their passport

You can report concerns confidentially  
on 0800 012 1700. Find out more at  
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/modernslavery 
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WELLBEING AND SUPPORT

Help with drugs 
and alcohol
If you’re concerned about your drug or alcohol use, or affected 
by someone else’s, then you can get free, confidential support 
from the Recovery Hub.

Its non-judgemental team can connect you with a doctor or  
a nurse, one-to-one support, groups, social activities, and 
education or volunteering opportunities. 

Liam had a difficult start to life, including a brain injury at 15.  
He was misusing drugs and alcohol but managed to turn his  
life around with the Recovery Hub.

He says: “My brain injury has always been a hindrance to me, but 
nobody could see past the drugs. They just saw me as a user. 
But that changed here – they worked with me to get to the root 
of my problems and that’s where real change happened.”

Visit the team at Campion Place, 44-46 Elm Grove, go to  
www.portsmouthrecovery.org or call 023 9229 4573.

Support for 
independent 
living
Safe at Home is our new service  
that can help you live safely and 
independently at home.

It uses clever technology, including 
monitored alarms and sensors that 
work 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Support can be provided by 
family members or friends that you 
nominate, or our response teams, 
when it’s needed. 

There’s also a whole range of home 
safety equipment you can choose, 
based on advice from our experts. 

More info at wearesafeathome.co.uk

We're looking for relief school passenger assistants 
to cover for permanent staff when they're absent. 

We're seeking caring, responsible people to work on a 
flexible, casual, part-time basis – escorting pupils with 
special needs on school transport. The hours are 
primarily around school times, typically 8am–9.30am and 
2.30pm–4.15pm, term time only. Pay is £10.78 per hour.

More info: careers.portsmouth.gov.uk or 023 9284 1596.
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RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING

Books can help us  
understand each other

Girl, Woman, 
Other 
Bernardine Evaristo 
introduces 12 very 
different characters, 
mostly women, 
Black and British, 
who tell the stories 
of families, friends, 
and lovers.

Black and 
British
David Olusoga 
takes us on a 
stunning visual 
journey. Essential 
for anyone aged 12 
and over who wants 
to learn about Black 
British history. 

Black British 
Lives Matter
Lenny Henry and 
Marcus Ryder 
commissioned this 
collection of essays 
to discuss how and 
why we need to 
fight for Black lives 
to matter. 

A Golden Age 
Bangladesh-born 
writer Tahmima 
Anam tells the story 
of one family in 
1971, in a country 
on the brink of war.

A Fine Balance
In Rohinton Mistry’s 
epic tale of modern 
India, the lives of four 
unlikely strangers 
collide amidst wild 
political turmoil. 

Being considerate with words
More and more people are saying which pronouns 
they’d like others to use when referring to them.

Pronouns are words such as “she”, “her”, “he”, “him”, 
“they” and “them”. 

Respecting people’s choices about pronouns is  
all about being kind. It helps prevent people feeling 
excluded and shows you acknowledge their  
gender identity.

It can help to use “they”, “them” or “their” if you’re  
not sure of someone’s preferred pronouns.

Learn more at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/lgbt 

Portsmouth is a diverse and culturally rich city. One way 
of understanding people of different backgrounds is  
to read about their lives and history. With South Asian 
Heritage Month (18 July to 17 August) and Black 
History Month (October) coming up, here are a few 

suggestions to get you started. Visit your local library  
to find these titles and many more. Or you can read  
or listen to them on our BorrowBox e-book app  
(see librariesandarchives.portsmouth.gov.uk )
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Step up. Speak up. Let’s make our city safer
Some people have attitudes towards women 
and girls that make them think behaviour  
like cat-calling or sexist banter is normal  
and acceptable. 
Such attitudes can also make them think they can get 
away with dangerous behaviour and serious crimes. 
Like harassment, abuse and sexual violence. 

It’s not OK to make suggestive or sexual comments,  
or tell jokes about rape. It’s not OK to follow or track 
someone, or share intimate photos of them without 
their permission.

We all have a role to play in making our community 
safer. So let’s think about our own attitudes, and take 
responsibility for our own behaviour. 

And let’s speak out when we see or hear something 
that’s not right. 

How to help someone else
Have you seen someone getting unwanted attention 
and not known how to help? Perhaps you’ve felt 
uncomfortable speaking out when someone tells  
a sexist joke.

You don’t need to put yourself in danger, but you can 
help. Even a small act of support will make a difference. 

 ❯ Spot the signs: If someone looks upset or 
frightened, like they’re trying to move away from 
someone, or responds when you make eye-contact, 
there may be a chance to offer support.

 ❯ Step in safely: Try and get someone else to help  
you, like a member of staff, security or a community 
warden. Causing a distraction, by dropping something 
or striking up a conversation, can help to break up  
a situation. If you feel it’s safe, clearly calling out 
someone’s behaviour or showing disapproval  
with your body language or expression may make 
someone think twice about what they’re doing. 

RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING
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Step up. Speak up. Let’s make our city safer
 ❯ Report it: If you’re in a pub or venue, you can  

speak to a member of staff or security. On public 
transport, you can speak to the driver or guard.  
You can report crimes to the police on 101  
or go to www.hampshire.police.uk  
In an emergency always call 999. 

Find out more at: enough.campaign.gov.uk 

How to get help yourself
In an emergency always call 999 for help.

If you’re safe, but need to report a crime, call the  
police on 101 or go to www.hampshire.police.uk 

If you’re experiencing domestic abuse you can call the 
Stop Domestic Abuse service on 023 9206 5494 or go 
to stopdomesticabuse.uk 

Portsmouth Abuse and Rape Counselling helps people 
affected by sexual violence. Call 023 9266 9513 or go 
to www.parcs.org.uk

Yellow Door also supports people at risk from or 
affected by domestic abuse, sexual violence or  
sexual abuse. Go to www.yellowdoor.org.uk or call 
023 8063 6312 for general enquiries. A support 
helpline is open every Wednesday, 4pm–7pm, on 
023 8063 6313.

Tell us where  
you feel unsafe
You can use the StreetSafe service to anonymously 
tell the police about public places where you’ve felt 
unsafe. Visit www.police.uk/streetsafe 

In Portsmouth you can text 07860 022932 
confidentially and we’ll offer to call you back. 

This information will show where we can make 
changes to improve safety.

We Stand  
Together venues 
A network of businesses and venues is being 
created to provide a supportive environment for 
anyone who’s experienced sexual violence. Trained 
staff will listen and offer support, and can provide 
details of local support services. Look for the We 
Stand Together badge displayed in windows. 

T
O

GE T H E R

W

E STANDAGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE

These pictures by Karah Mew show people in Portsmouth who came together to help raise awareness of violence against women and girls

RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING
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GETTING AROUND

Cheaper fares, extended timetables and more frequent 
services… that’s the future of bus travel in Portsmouth.

Thanks to a £54.5m boost from the government, we’re 
working with bus operators First and Stagecoach on a 
transformation of services in the city. 

Residents have told us that lower fares are a top priority, 
so we’re working on making them more affordable this 
year. Discounts will include cheaper tickets for young 
people aged up to 19, and a hopper ticket valid for 90 
minutes on any bus in the city. Also planned are special 
fares for families, evening passengers, jobseekers and 

other groups. We’ll even run special days when buses 
are free.

Electric buses are on the way too. And there are plans 
to develop “tap on tap off” card payment on all buses, 
similar to the system on the Tube.

Another priority for residents is buses when they want 
them. Services would start from 4.30am on core routes, 
with last journeys at 11pm (1am on Friday and Saturday 
nights) and services on Christmas Day. 

Find out more at: 
travel.portsmouth.gov.uk/public-transport

E-scooter 
training 
and safety

You can learn how to ride our rental e-scooters safely –  
and win rewards. Free training sessions have been set 
up by e-scooter rental company Voi. They’re a great 
opportunity to find out more about safe riding, ask 
questions and develop your skills. Once you complete 
your training, you get a £10-day pass, a helmet and 
rental credits.

Sessions are monthly, on Saturdays, between 8.45am 
and 4.45pm at various locations, until September.  
To find out more and book a place, search Voi skills 
sessions at www.eventbrite.co.uk

Bright future 
for city buses
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GETTING AROUND

To rent an e-scooter and take part in the training you 
must be over 18, hold at least a provisional photocard 
driving licence and be able to download the Voi app on 
your phone. 

Renting an e-scooter to under-age riders or under the 
influence of alcohol is illegal. Don’t risk losing your 
driving licence. 

If you see someone riding a Voi e-scooter irresponsibly, 
take a note of its number and report it at report.voi.com

Cough cough! Engine off
We’re asking drivers of petrol and diesel vehicles to 
switch off their engines when stopped. 

Keeping your engine running unnecessarily is known 
as “idling” and contributes towards harmful air 
pollution. It also costs you money.

Traffic is a major cause of air pollution, especially in 
busy cities like ours. When your engine’s running and 
burning fuel, harmful gases are released which can 
be linked to health problems like asthma and other 
lung diseases. 

Such pollution is especially harmful for older people, 
children, people with underlying health conditions 

and pregnant women. People living in areas of higher 
pollution close to busy roads are at most risk.

You can help by not idling your engine when you’re:

 ❯ stopped in a queue of traffic

 ❯ waiting at traffic lights

 ❯ delivering or collecting

 ❯ picking people up or dropping them off 

If your car has a stop/start function, make sure it’s 
activated if you’re stopped for more than a minute or 
so, or switch off manually when you can. 

Visit www.cleanerairportsmouth.co.uk/coughcough

Children from Milton Park Primary School protest about vehicle idling

E-scooter training in Guildhall Square
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GETTING AROUND

Do you think a better transport system in the south 
east of England would improve the quality of your 
life? Would it help your business flourish? Do you 
want to be a part of the change? 

If so, then you need to know about Transport for the 
South East (TfSE).

TfSE brings together local councils and transport 
authorities from across the south east, plus local 
enterprise partnerships and transport, business and 
environmental organisations. They work together to 
judge the investment needed to improve transport in 
the region and boost economic growth. 

Better transport can mean real change – connecting 
people with jobs and training, helping businesses 
reach customers and bringing family and friends 
closer together. It can unlock new housing and jobs 
and help cut carbon emissions. 

How to get involved
This summer TfSE will consult on its blueprint for 
investment over the next 30 years. You can say 
whether you think they’ve got it right. Keep an eye out 
for the consultation by following Transport for the 
South East on Facebook or transportfse on Twitter. 

More info: www.transportforthesoutheast.org.uk

Sharing local charge points
Here are our top tips for sharing electric vehicle 
charge points in residential streets.

 ❯ Chat to other users and work out times that work 
well for all of you. Maybe swap contact details so 
you can get in touch when you need to charge. 

 ❯ Set a timer so you can move your vehicle as soon 
as reasonably possible after charging.

 ❯ Find other charge points nearby, so you have 
alternatives.

We’re planning to create more charge points. Search 
electric charge points at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
to find your nearest one, or request one in your road. 

Better transport  
for a better future

Resident Colin Martin charges up
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GETTING AROUND

Free summer 
cycle events 
Cycling is a great way of keeping your mind and  
body active. And whatever your age or ability,  
there will be something for you at our summer  
holiday bike events.

They’ll feature Bikeability skills training, pre-loved  
bike sales, cycle advice, bike repairs, cycling 
accessory giveaways and more. 

Go to www.travel.portsmouth.gov.uk/cycling/
cycling-events for more information.

Improved bus, bike  
and walking routes
We’re continuing to work on improvements that make it 
easier for people to walk, use public transport or cycle. 
This in turn will help reduce traffic congestion, make the 
air cleaner and improve people’s health.

Work is under way on improvements at Rudmore 
roundabout in Stamshaw, with plans to extend the 
southbound bus lane on Mile End Road (A3) back to  
the roundabout. This would make it easier for buses to 
travel into the city centre. More improvements will take 
place on Spur Road and Portsbridge roundabouts later 
in the year. 

Work on upgrading walking and cycling routes will start 
in the autumn, including efforts to make the cycle route 
along Goldsmith Avenue safer. This will connect with an improved cycle route along Winston Churchill Avenue. 

We’ll also be improving the walking route from Fratton 
to the city centre. 

In the city centre, bus journey times will be improved 
and areas will be made safer for people walking. A new 
lane for buses is planned between Cascades Approach 
and Unicorn junction, and the mini-roundabout at the 
south end of Commercial Road will be turned into a 
junction with traffic lights. This, along with new cycle 
lanes and a westbound bus lane on Lake Road, will 
improve access to the city centre.

We’ll share detailed plans soon, incorporating  
feedback from surveys earlier this year. Find out  
more at www.sehrt.org.uk

Improvements are on the way at Goldsmith Avenue

Changes are planned at the south end of Commercial Road
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NEW-LOOK COUNCIL
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A minority Liberal Democrat administration runs Portsmouth City Council. Following the election on  
5 May, the council’s political makeup is:  Liberal Democrat - 17 seats   Conservative - 13   Labour - 9   
 Portsmouth Independents Party - 3 . The city is made up of 14 areas, called wards, each with three 
councillors. For your local councillors’ contact details search councillors at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
or call 023 9283 4092. Details correct at time of going to press.
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Tower replacement plans
Deconstruction of Horatia House and Leamington 
House in Somerstown will continue through the 
summer. Nearly everything removed from the site 
will be reused or recycled in some way.

We’re planning 277 replacement rented homes, 
and allowing 205 properties to be privately 
developed around the site, along with work  
to improve the local area. 

For the last year we’ve worked with a community 
panel on what they’d like to see in the area. 

If you’d like to be involved, contact  
tim.raw@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Artist’s impression of how the former Horatia 
House site could be redeveloped

Port looks to 
green future
Portsmouth International Port aims to be net 
carbon-neutral by 2030, and the UK’s first  
zero-emission port by 2050.

Owned by the council, it has teamed up with 
scientists and academics to turn itself into a living 
laboratory to trial the latest in environmental power 
prototypes and carbon-reduction technologies.

Projects already under way include a massive solar 
and battery installation, led by our energy services 
team, which could provide 98% of the electricity 
used by the port in ideal conditions. 

Sensors have been installed across the site  
to monitor air quality. The port is also part of a 
government-funded trial of hydrogen fuel for ships, 
led by the University of Portsmouth.

Other schemes on the horizon include investment 
in shore power, so that ships can ‘plug-in’ and turn 
their engines off, and a new site away from the port 
to process freight, to reduce vehicle emissions.

Meanwhile, the port’s biggest customer, Brittany 
Ferries, is investing in ships powered by cleaner 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and hybrid LNG  
battery technology.

HMO licences: your views
Shared houses with three or more tenants could 
be brought under compulsory licensing to ensure 
good living standards and strengthen the 
communities around them.

At the moment, only properties with at least five 
tenants need a house in multiple occupation 
(HMO) licence. 

Before we change the licence scheme, we’re asking 
landlords, tenants and residents for their views.

The 10-week consultation began on 23 May.  
See the back page for more details. 

DEVELOPING OUR CITY
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DEVELOPING OUR CITY

Progress on 
city centre

Our plans to improve the northern part of the 
city centre are progressing well. We're now 
submitting a planning application to build new 
homes and create a large park, stretching from 
St Agatha’s Church to All Saints’ Church.
We wanted to submit the planning application as 
quickly as possible because we know how much  
people want to see improvements to the city centre. 

However, we also want to involve people in the  
design of the site and how it will be used. So the 
application has been kept flexible and a public 
consultation is coming up this summer, which  
will be open to everyone. 

We'll be announcing more details about the 
consultation as soon as we can confirm the dates. 
Check portsmouthcitycentre.co.uk , local media  
and social media.

In another major boost for the plan, we've bought the 
former Tricorn site. This will continue as a car park until 
needed for development. This follows an earlier big  
land purchase, of the former Sainsbury’s site.

Go to portsmouthcitycentre.co.uk to see the plans in 
more detail and see the engagement we've already had  
with the local community. 

You can contact the project team with any  
questions or feedback, via the website or  
citycentre@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

Our goals
We believe the planned area would:

 ❯ help people’s physical and mental health

 ❯ improve our natural environment – from the  
air that we breathe to the variety of wildlife

 ❯ create safer routes for people walking or cycling

 ❯ host cultural and creative activities

 ❯ be a shared space, helping people connect 

 ❯ support the local economy by creating new 
business opportunities that don’t depend on 
traditional high street shopping

How the development could look
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Freeport boosts city 
Portsmouth is now part of Solent Freeport. 
Freeports aim to increase inward investment  
and innovation, create more highly-paid jobs and 
expand international trade.

Locally, the freeport comprises a customs-free  
zone at Portsmouth International Port and a site  
with tax incentives for business at our Dunsbury 
Park site in Havant. 

Find out more at:  
investportsmouth.co.uk/developments

Love your city?  
Be an ambassador
If you’re passionate about Portsmouth and want to 
spread the word about our great city, you could 
become a Portsmouth Ambassador.

You’ll get a chance to represent Portsmouth at 
major events, welcome cruise ship visitors and 
attend exclusive tours of local attractions.

Register for an induction session at 
shapingportsmouth.co.uk/events

Ambassadors at a community fair at Victoria Park.  
Left to right: Sam Cox, Graham Keeping and Andrew Starr

Dunsbury Park site

Protecting our city
Two major schemes to improve the city’s sea 
defences are continuing.

The Southsea Coastal Scheme is importing  
140,000 tonnes of rock to build defences  
between the Pyramids and Blue Reef Aquarium. 

We may need to light up the area outside daylight 
hours. Noise will be monitored throughout. 

Find out more at southseacoastalscheme.org.uk

Work on the North Portsea Island scheme includes 
continuing to build a flood wall with glass viewing 
sections; laying a new, wider coastal footpath; 
creating new seating areas, and planting more 
wildflowers and trees.

The Langstone Harbour viewing car park will be 
closed until autumn 2023. The coastal path between 
the Andrew Simpson Centre and the car park will also 
remain closed, with a diversion.

Find out more at coastalpartners.org.uk

Rocks are being used for seafront defences
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Own or manage a 
house in multiple 
occupation?
Live in one or 
live near one?

Houses in multiple occupation provide vital low-cost 
housing for thousands of people in Portsmouth. Have 
your say on extending the current licensing scheme to 
all houses in multiple occupation.
The plans would mean smaller shared houses (having three or four tenants) 
joining larger ones (having five or more) in being licensed. The aim of this 
scheme is to ensure good management and living standards for tenants. 
We’ll need to charge a licence fee, payable by landlords, to cover the cost 
of running the scheme. 

Currently there are 1,200 licensed houses in multiple occupation (HMOs) 
that have five or more tenants sharing facilities like kitchens and bathrooms.

The consultation asks if that should be extended to all the city’s estimated 
6,000 HMOs.

Views are particularly sought from current landlords, tenants and residents 
of areas which have greater concentrations of HMOs. 

It is important our final decision is made with the benefit of as many 
opinions as possible.

Visit www.portsmouth.gov.uk/HMOlicensing to see our 
plans, background information and to give us your opinion 
before 1 August 2022.

Responses to the consultation can be made there, and the council’s 
private sector housing team will be holding sessions around the city.

Have 
your 
say

https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/HMOlicensing
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