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INTRODUCTION

Portsmouth City Council is committed 
to engaging with the local community 
of residents, businesses, schools and 
organisations to understand how the 
redevelopment of Horatia and Leamington 
Houses can benefit local people as much as 
possible. 

This report details the aims and outcomes 
of the second round of public engagement, 
where the design team presented the 
emerging proposal for the redevelopment of 
Horatia and Leamington. The updates to the 
design were shaped by residents’ feedback 
from the intial round of engagement in the 
summer. 

This round public engagement took place 
in November 2021, featuring one public 
exhibition, the “Forest of Somerstown” event, 

workshops with a disbility advisory group and 
the Brook Club, and targeted engagement 
with residents of the Birmingham Blocks. 

The drop-in design exhibition and the “Forest 
of Somerstown” were held on Saturday 27 
November by the hoarding along Melbourne 
Place. Attendees could speak to the 
architects and council team, and give their 
feedback on the emerging design. On the 
same day, the team door-knocked all homes 
in the Birmingham Blocks and discussed 
wider neighbourhood improvements, which 
will affect the areas around these homes.   

On 25 January, the team held meetings 
with two important stakeholder groups: a 
disability advisory group and the Brook Club. 
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FEEDBACK SUMMARY

Over 250 people attended the public 
exhibition, where the design team received 
verbal feedback about the design. We 
received a total of 77 written responses to our 
emerging designs questionnaires, including 
a bite-size version created to gauge general 
sentiment about the scheme. We have 
summarised the key feedback within this 
report.

Alongside the public event, we have also 
been meeting monthly with the Horatia and 
Leamington Houses Panel, which is made up 
of local residents, businesses, schools and 
organisations, to understand what you think 
are the key issues and what your priorities 
and aspirations are for the future of your 
neighbourhood. 

All information can be found on the website: 
horatialeamington.portsmouth.gov.uk
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 02
DESIGN EXHIBITION

Portsmouth City Council and Karakusevic 
Carson Architects held a second public 
exhibition outdoors on Melbourne Place, on 
Saturday 27 November 2021, 11am - 3pm. 

The design exhibition featured information 
boards and a large site model showing 
the emerging proposals. Members of the 
architecture and landscape architecture 
teams were present to talk residents through 
the scheme and answer any questions. The 
main purpose of the engagement was to 
inform local people on design updates, and 

250+

Attendees

to present how their previous feedback has 
influenced the emerging proposal. 

Residents were invited to complete surveys 
at the exhibition, or take away information 
booklets and surveys to complete at home. 

Warm drinks and refreshments were available 
for all attendees. COVID-19 precautions were 
in place.
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 02
THE FOREST OF SOMERSTOWN

Alongside the exhibition, Portsmouth City 
Council held the “Forest of Somerstown” 
engagement event, where local residents of 
all ages were invited to decorate the hoarding 
along Melbourne Place with hand prints and 
create a collective art piece. 

 “We’ve been looking forward to this all 
week and it’s… made us feel part of the 
community.”
A new resident of Somerstown
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WORKSHOP
DISABILITY GROUP

On the 25 January 2022, the design team 
and Senior Engagement Manager from 
Portsmouth City Council met with a disability 
advisory group to talk through the emerging 
proposals for the site. This was the second 
time the team have engaged with this group.

Using a model and large print outs of the 
information boards, the architects and 
landscape architect explained what the 
project seeks to deliver and the approach 
to the buildings, public space, park and 
communual areas. 

The team reiterated some points made at the 
previous meeting and highlighted that the 
scheme now incorporates specific homes for 
disabled users, which was welcomed by the 
group.

The group particularly welcomed the ideas 
for the park, the new adaptable homes, and 
the front gardens and dedicated parking for 
houses.

Key points and feedback:

• Mobility scooter charging and storage is 
important

• Design of lifts to accommodate mobility 
scooters/aids

• Clear distinctions in public space by using 
kerbs or distinct and contrasting surfaces 
- colour and texture

• Guide dogs are trained to use change in 
colour to identify crossing points. Raised 
tables without proper colour contrasts 
can be difficult for visually impaired, blind 
people and guide dogs to distinguish

• Low thresholds can become trip hazards
• No cobbles
• Seating and seating with tables, 

preferably also higher tables
• Changing Places toilet is useful
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On the 25 January 2022, the design team 
met with the Brook Club to talk through the 
emerging proposals for the site with local 
youths. This was the second time the team 
have engaged with this group.

The team spoke to eight young people, all 
around 11-19 years old.

It was clear that many of them didn’t like 
their current area and thought the area 
was not well cared for, citing issues with 
littering and anti-social behaviour. Most were 
concerned that any improvements would 
quickly be ruined by local people. Highlighted 
there is a need for more littering picking and 
safety being a key concern. 

The team asked the group what they do in 
their spare time and what would encourage 
them to come and use the new park. Answers 
included:

• A cage for games
• Parkour/free running 
• A ‘chippie’
• Picnic area with benches
• A pond
• A climbing wall
• Basketball hoops
• Nice lighting
• Spray paint area

WORKSHOP
BROOK CLUB
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SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 02

What do you think about think 
about what is proposed to be 
delivered by the new scheme? 

Responses: 77

38%

13%

1%
1%

47%
Really like it

Like it

Unsure

Don’t like it

Really don’t like it 

A feedback questionnaire was given to 
all attendees at the public exhibition. We 
received 24 completed surveys on the day.

A shorter postcard-format version of the 
survey was also produced, featuring key 
questions from the questionnaire. This survey 
aimed to reach a larger number of local 
residents. The survey was distributed at a 
pop-up event on Somers Road outside KS 
General Store on Thursday 20 January 1-3PM. 

The team collected 33 postcards.

Taking into account the 77 total survey 
responses, we can see that the general 
sentiment about the project is positive.
 
85% of respondents said that they ‘Like’ or 
‘Really Like’ the proposal. 83% of respondents 
said that they ‘Like’ or ‘Really like’ the 
emerging look and feel of the buildings. 

Really like the 
open spaces - 

safer the better.

I don’t like the 
tall block

Excellent external 
space ideas. Good 

general arrangement 
of blocks

I am impressed by the 
level of consultation, 

listening and 
responsiveness of the 

officers and design 
team.

46%

29%

25%

What do you think of the 
scheme so far?

Responses: 24
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Really like it

Like it

Unsure

Don’t like it

Really don’t like it 

SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 02

Street improvements
Our proposals for the streets around Horatia 
and Leamington aim to make walking and 
cycling easier and more enjoyable. The streets 
will prioritise people not cars, and they will be 
greener, safer and well-overlooked by homes.  
We have been working with the Council’s 
Highways team to strike a balance between 
providing improved pedestrian and cycle 
infrastructure and considering some parking, 
within a low car development. 

Our proposed street improvements were 
very well-received, with 92% of respondents 
stating that they ‘Like’ or ‘Really like’ the 
ideas.

What do you like about the 
design ideas  to improve streets?

4%
4%

60%

32%

Responses: 25

Lack of parking, lots 
of space for people to 

gather in the evenings. 
Will encourage anti-social 

behaviour.

Pedestrian 
dominance excellent. 

Play opportunities 
for children very 

good.

Parking is my main 
concern I don’t want 

to have to walk a 
great distance with 

heavy bags.
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SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 02

What do you like about the 
existing buildings in your 

surrounding neighbourhoods? 

Are there any details or styles you 
want us to pick up on or do you 
think we should do something 

new and different?

3 2 2 1 3 1 22

Building appearance
We used the survey to find 
out residents’ opinions 
on the existing building 
styles in Somerstown and 
surrounding neighbourhood 
as well as the emreging look 
of the proposed blocks. 

Generally the reponse was 
very positive, with 83% of 
respondents said that they 
‘Like’ or ‘Really Like’ the look.

We picked out 8 distinctive 
features of surrounding 
buildings that the proposals 
could potentially echo.

 Results were fairly evenly 
distributed. Projecting 
balconies and bay windows 
received the most votes. 

A B CProjecting 
balconies

Interesting 
brickwork Arches

Vertical 
texture

Glazed/white 
bricks Bay windows

Coloured 
facades Quirky details

Do something 
completely 

new and 
different

D

G H G

E F

What do you think about the emerging look 
and feel of the buildings? 

Responses: 76

40%

43%

13%

3%
1%

Really like it

Like it

Unsure

Don’t like it

Really don’t like it 
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Really like it

Like it

Unsure

Don’t like it

Really don’t like it 

SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 02

New central park

We are starting to develop ideas for the 
central green space and for Melbourne Place 
The overarching idea is to create a green, 
playful and sociable place with lots of new 
trees, quality open green space, rain water 
gardens and opportunities for food growing. 
To maximise the usability of the space, we are 
giving all spaces as many overlapping uses as 
possible. 

We received very enthusiastic feedback 
about the ideas for the new park, with 64% 
of respondents saying they ‘Really like’ them 
and 16% ‘Like them’. 12% of respondents were 
unsure and 8% ‘Don’t like’ the park proposals.

64%

16%

12%

8%

Responses: 25

What do you think about the design 
ideas for the new central park?

It’s a great idea 
but feel it’s 

unsafe at night

I want to have a park for 
children and some parking 

place for cars

Fantastic to see 
more green space

Would suggest some 
shelters and seating for 

teenagers/anyone
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Really like it

Like it

Unsure

Don’t like it

Really don’t like it 

SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 02

What do you think about the 
ideas for rain water gardens?

52%

24%

20%

4%

Responses: 25

Rain water gardens

Part of the requirements of the project are 
that we slow storm water run off to prevent 
harm to the sensitive habitats in the Solent. 
Rain water gardens provide visual benefit 
with rich planting mixes, but also help slow 
rain water run off. How this works in the 
central green space is shown opposite.  

Survey results were more divided on this 
topic. Sentiment was mostly positive - 52% 
of respondents said that they ‘Really like’ 
the rain garden proposals, and 24% ‘Like’ 
the proposals. However, we also registered 
some level of uncertainty, with 20% of 
respondents saying that they were ‘Unsure’. 

Planting ideas and 
water management 

excellent

Will it just turn 
into a bog?

Really 
imaginative
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Really like it

Like it

Unsure

Don’t like it

Really don’t like it 

SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 02

Wider neighbourhood improvements

What do you think about the 
ideas for wider neighbourhood 

improvements?

58.4%

33.4%

4.2%
4.2%

Responses: 23

We are also looking at the 
possibility of providing wider 
neighbourhood improvements to 
the area around the Birmingham 
Blocks.The aim is to make the 
area more pedestrian and cycle 
friendly, creating safer and more 
pleasant spaces to use or walk 
through.

Respondents approved of 
our initial ideas for wider 
neighbourhood improvements, 
with over 90% of respondents 
saying that they ‘Really like’ or 
‘Like’ these proposals.

It’s important to 
continue to consult 
beyond the directly 

affected area

It will be important 
to engage people in 

growing and garden. 
Skills sharing maybe 

needed.

Consider closing gates 
at night for security
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SURVEY RESULTS
OTHER COMMENTS

Block A

Block B

Birmingham 
Blocks

Block D

Block C

Really like the idea of a new 
public park which will be open 

to all the community.

Want views and 
terraces

Love the city regeneration 
and better streets

Parking for Longbridge will 
be away from block and no 

boundary to the park.

Include improvements 
to Colpoy St and St 

Paul’s Square

Stronger link between 
Block B buildings

More 4 beds would be 
great but overall looks 

great

Atherstone Walk - 
Consider closing gates at 

night for security

Fantastic to see more 
green spaces

A lot of people said parking 
is important, especially for 

existing residents and people 
with disabilities

Would like to have a new 
space for community with 

some garden
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Thank you to everyone who came to the 
events, participated in the workshops and 
took the time to fill out a questionnaire. We 
appreciate the time and effort, and we will 
do our best to consider your views and take 
on board your comments.

Key outcomes:

Develop the look and feel of the buildings 
based on feedback.

Incorporate defensible space landscape ideas 
to the Birmingham Blocks to help improve 
privacy. 

Create better privacy buffer between existing 
homes and the new park.

Continue developing external lighting 
strategy.

Continue working with Crime Prevention 
Officer to ensure the neighbourhood is 
designed to be safer.

Consider opportunities to control night-time 
access to semi-private open spaces. 

Develop a community strategy that 
encourages social interaction, play and 
growing throughout the neighbourhood. 

Next steps:

The design team will consider all feedback 
when progressing the design work. If and 
where we cannot take comments and 
feedback on-board we will explain as best as 
possible why this is.

We will continue to work closely with the 
Community Panel until we come back to the 
community to present the emerging design 
proposals in the Spring. 

The design team will do the following over the 
coming months:

Look to develop the ground floor uses by 
incorporating local enterprise units and 

flexible working space to the ground floor of 
some of the blocks.

Explore opportunities to provide a wider 
diversity of homes for different groups 
of people. We are developing Block D 
(the Gibson centre site) to incorporate 
sheltered housing/extra care units above the 
community space. 

We will develop a community growing garden 
strategy as part of the landscape design and 
the wider area improvements.

Engage with the local residents to share 
designs for the wider area improvements for 
the surrounding public areas, streets and 
amenity spaces.

Continue to engage with Portsmouth’s 
Disability group and the local youth groups.

Start exploring ideas for the building and 
home layouts.

Thank you!

OUTCOMES & NEXT STEPS



Karakusevic Carson Architects


