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INTRODUCTION

Portsmouth City Council is committed 
to engaging with the local community 
of residents, businesses, schools and 
organisations to understand how the 
redevelopment of Horatia and Leamington 
Houses can benefit local people as much as 
possible. 

The first round of public engagement with 
the project design team took place over 
June and July 2021, with two exhibitions - a 
site visit with Portsmouth Disability Forum 
and workshops on lighting run by lighting 
specialists Light Follows Behaviour.

The first event was held in the Melbourne 
Place car park on Wednesday 30 June. There 
was a drop-in exhibition where people could 
speak to the architects and council team. 
There were also two lighting workshops; one 
held with the public and one with young 

people from the Brook Club.

In the evening, we held the first in-person 
community panel meeting in a ‘pop-up’ 
meeting space in the car park, which was 
also open to members of the public. 

The second exhibition was held alongside a 
‘Play and Plants’ event on Saturday 24 July 
where we closed down part of Melbourne 
Place and took over Atherstone Walk area 
(in-between the Birmingham blocks) to 
provide opportunities for the local community 
to play and gather, whilst having the chance 
to talk to the architect and landscape team. 

Booklets and questionnaires were also sent 
to all households within a 500m of the site 
to ensure that people who were unable 
to attend events still had a chance to 
understand where we are in the timeline of 
the design process and give their feedback. 

Figure 1: Public exhibition in the Melbourne Place car 
park

Figure 2: Lighting workshop with Light Follows 
Behaviour

Figure 3: July play event - model workshop with 
children

Figure 4: July play event on Atherstone Walk and 
Melbourne Place

(Photo by Catarina Heeckt) (Photo by Catarina Heeckt) 
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ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Over the last four months we have been 
engaging with the Horatia and Leamington 
Houses Community Panel, which is made 
up of local residents, businesses, schools 
and organisations, to understand what local 
people think are the key issues and what their 
priorities and aspirations are for the future of 
their neighbourhood. 

The Horatia and Leamington Houses 
Community Panel has helped the design 
team to develop three early idea scenarios 
for the site, which we shared with the wider 
community in June as part of an information 
booklet called Horatia and Leamington 
Houses Site - The Latest. This full colour 
document also included a questionnaire 
to help us to get feedback from the wider 
community to help inform the future stages 
of the design process.

The feedback on the three scenarios, 
alongside the questionnaires, have helped 
the design team to better understand what 

people want to see on the site and the wider 
area in relation to the types of open space, 
uses and heights/massing.  

60+ people joined the first event and 150+ 
joined the second event, with 43 people 
responding to the questionnaire. We 
have summarised the key responses and 
comments to each section within this report.

www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Contact Mary Devaney
� 023 9284 1791 

� mary.devaney@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Watch a video to find out more 
horatialeamington.portsmouth.gov.uk

HORATIA AND 
LEAMINGTON 
HOUSES SITE 
THE LATEST

INFORMATION BOOKLET 2

Figure 5: Horatia and Leamington Houses 
Site The Latest Information booklet 2 cover

Scenario C
Social Spaces

‘The Social Terrace’
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Scenario B
Residents Gardens

‘Residents raised garden’
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Scenario A
Public Garden

‘Play in the garden’

Figure 6: The three scenarios presented as part of this round of engagement

Website: 
horatialeamington. 
portsmouth.gov.uk
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EVENT 01
EXHIBITION AND LIGHTING WORKSHOP

The first public exhibition was held outdoors 
in the Melbourne Place car park on 
Wednesday 30 June 2021, 3 - 7pm. 

The exhibition consisted of information 
boards and a large model, with removable 
inserts, to show the three different scenarios. 
The main purpose of the engagement was to 
understand what local people would like to 
see as part of the development and to give 
a steer on the types of public and communal 
outdoor spaces people prefer. 

The project team is also working with lighting 
specialists Light Follows Behaviour who 
held two workshops for local people on the 
importance of lighting and the different ways 
we can use lighting to create atmosphere 
and improve a sense of security. The first 

workshop was held at 5.30pm for the local 
community. The second workshop was held 
with the Brook Youth Club at 7pm to get 
input from young people in particular. 

The architects also held a site visit with 
the Portsmouth Disability Forum to better 
understand how we can ensure that the 
design proposals are accessible for people 
with different disabilities. 

The project team also used this opportunity 
to hold the community panel evening 
meeting in person for the first time. 

Figure 7: Project team welcoming people in Figure 8: Light Follows Behaviour workshop 
presentation

Figure 9: Architect Eimear talking through different 
scenarios

Figure 10: Playing with different types of lighting
(Photos by Catarina Heeckt) 

Attendees

60+
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EVENT 01
DISABILITY FORUM SITE VISIT

Portsmouth City Council and Karakusevic 
Carson Architects invited the Portsmouth 
Disability Forum to a site visit on Wednesday 
30 June, 2021, at 2pm. 

Attendees:

1 x Portsmouth City Council.

2 x Karakusevic Carson Architects.

1 x Studio ONB (landscape architects).

6 x local people with disabilities.

3 x assistants/carers.

Key points and feedback:

External environment

• Dropped kerbs really important.
• Smooth/even surfaces for wheelchair

users (lime bound gravel ok - often used
in French parks).

• Tactile surfaces for people with visual
impairments.

• Tactile railings.
• Continuous tactile surfaces to help with

wayfinding and safe walking.
• Clear signage with good contrast.

• Signage at different eye levels.
• Contrast in materials important for

people with visual impairments.
• Good lighting, especially at night.
• Accessible taxi ranks.
• Secure parking
• Community space - places to congregate

and socialise.
• Sensory places - smell, touch, sound.
• Covered outdoor seating.
• Comfortable seating.

Internal environment

• No strobe lighting in communal areas.
• Accessible lifts and clear signage.
• Buttons in the right places.
• Consider window operation for wheelchair

users.
• Fire alarm override switch at an accessible

height.

Figure 11: Portsmouth Disability Forum site visit
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EVENT 01
LIGHTING WORKSHOPS

Light Follows Behaviour held a public lighting 
workshop and presentation on Wednesday 30 
June, 2021, from 5pm to 6.30pm for residents 
and from 7pm to 8.30pm for the Brook Club 
youth club. These are some of the points that 
were raised during the events:

• Many said that the area is currently very
dark at night.

• Most participants do not walk across the
estate on a regular basis after dark.

• One parent noted they would not feel safe
letting children play outside after dark on
the estate as it is now.

• The Brook Club participants highlighted
that there is currently poor visibility in the
evening which makes it feel unsafe.

• Some said they don’t use the spaces

around day or night - nothing to do.
• The light scenario which the team created

to showcase a typical door scenario was
very positively received by both groups.

• Vandalism by youth was raised as
a concern for lower level lighting in
landscape areas.

• Lighting of planting and integrated
lighting examples were well received.

Residents said a new interest in lighting had 
been triggered following the event, for the 
estate but also their private gardens and 
homes.

Light Follows Behaviour is now looking at 
how they can improve lighting to help create 
character and enhance a sense of safety.

Figure 12: Lighting workshop

Figure 13: Playing with different types of lighting

(Photos by Catarina Heeckt) 
Figure 14: Playing with different types of lighting
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WORKSHOP
PORTSMOUTH STUDENT VOICE

Karakusevic Carson Architects held a 
workshop with a group of secondary school 
students on Wednesday 7 July, 2021, online 
over Zoom aided by a software platform 
called Miro. 

The purpose of the workshop was to 
identify young people’s favourite places 
in Portsmouth and understand why these 
places are favourited; gain feedback on open 
space ideas; and discuss what else is needed/
desired in the local area.

Key points and feedback

The design team asked what places students 
use in their spare time. These were some of 
their favourite places:

• Canoe Lake.
• Southsea seafront.
• Milton Park.
• Gunwharf.
When asked why these were their favourite
places to go the most common answers
related to them being ‘large open spaces’
and ‘natural places’, such as parks.

Architecture and park spaces

The design team went on to create an ideas 
board for a new park, and talk about how the 
buildings and open space could integrate and 
function:

• Flats should look natural and be modern,
with large windows and balconies.

• Use sustainable materials.
• Yes, to podium parking. The streets are

littered with cars.
• Liked the idea of sustainable drainage and

water features.
• Large green space with wooden natural

playing activities like in Victoria Park.
• Places should be and feel safe.
• Have electric charging stations to

promote electric cars.
• More bike racks and alternative types of

parking spaces.
• Maintenance - concerns over vandalism

and destruction.
• Sheltered spaces to keep dry from the rain

or safely tuck away from the sun.
• Lots of trees and flowers but also splashes

of colour.

Figure 15: Portsmouth map and Post-it notes
Figure 16: Park ideas board
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EVENT 02
EXHIBITION, PLAY & PLANTS

The second public exhibition was held 
outdoors in Atherstone Walk on Saturday 24 
July, 2021, from 12pm to 4pm. 

The exhibition consisted of information 
boards and a large model with removable 
insets to show the three different scenarios. 
This was the closing date for this first round 
of public engagement and the last day to 
return questionnaires.

The project team invited local organisations 
to be part of the event. There were lots of 
activities going on:

• Storytelling and reading challenges with
the Portsmouth Library Services.

• Painting and planting with Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust.

• Play on a digger with Hughes and
Salvidge.

engage with younger children.

• Playable model, sidewalk chalk and
play equipment provided by Karakusevic
Carson Architects and Portsmouth City
Council.

• Wildflower meadow provided by
Karakusevic Carson Architects, StudioONB
and Portsmouth City Council.

• Den building with Somerstown Adventure
Playground.

• Music and DJing with Rant Music Project.
• Free coffee and icecream.
It was a great opportunity to talk to local
people about the improvements they would
like to see as part of the project and to

Figure 17: Atherstone Walk 

Figure 18: Building dens and DJing on Melbourne Place Figure 19: Play, free coffee and a digger on Atherstone 
Walk

Attendees

150+
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SURVEY RESULTS
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 01

The first round of public engagement 
included a three-page survey which explored 
people’s opinions of seven themes the design 
team wanted to ask about. These were:

1. Homes.

2. Parking and Streets.

3. Lighting and Security.

4. Greenspace.

5. Community.

6. Other uses.

7. Masterplan Scenarios

The survey was filled out by 43 people. It also 
included an equality monitoring section to 
help us understand who we are engaging 
with so that we can reach out to potentially 
underrepresented groups.

We also used chalk boards at the second 
event to capture thoughts and comments 
about particular topics. These are pictured 
below.

Summer 2021

Horatia and Leamington

Theme 1: New Homes (booklet pg. 8)

1. What type of homes would you like to see here? 
Please score 1-6 in order of preference, 1 being your first preference. 

Mansion blocks

Town houses

Courtyard blocks

Duplex/maisonettes

Taller buildings 

Medium-rise blocks

Other, please specify .........................................................................

Theme 2: Parking and Streets (booklet pg. 9)

3. What do you think makes a good street? 
Please tick one for your preferred choice.

2. What is your preferred type of home layout?
Please tick one for your preferred choice.

4. Would you prefer to park your car on the street or inside a podium?
Please tick one for your preferred choice.

Public Exhibition Questionnaire #1

The design team are at an early stage in this process and we have been working with 
the Horatia and Leamington Community Panel to understand what is needed in the 
neighbourhood. We want to share our early ideas with you, and we would love to hear 
your views on what you think of these ideas.

Your feedback and comments are very important to us and will help shape emerging 
designs so thank you for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire.

PAGE 1

Pedestrian and cycle 
only streets

Shared surface (no 
raised kerbs)

One-way streets

Tree-lined streets

Other, please specify .........................................................................

Kitchen alcoveSeparate kitchenOpen plan

Other, please specify .........................................................................

Inside a podiumOn-street 

Figure 20: Public Exhibition Questionnaire #1

Su
rvey Responses

Figure 21:Thoughts about closing Melbourne Place to 
cars

Figure 22: Thoughts about what a good street is

43
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SURVEY RESULTS
THEME 1: NEW HOMES

We wanted to ask survey respondents about the type of homes they would most like to see at 
the Horatia and Leamington site, to replace the two existing towers. 

What type of home would you like to see here?
(Number of first preference votes)

Figure 23: Pie chart showing preferred home types. Figure 24: Graph showing survey respondent’s preferred 
home types.

A large number of survey respondents’ preferred home type was a form of mid-rise housing, 
including courtyard blocks, mansion blocks and ground floor duplexes with flats above.  

Townhouses were a very popular first preference choice. A few respondents also chose taller 
buildings as their preferred home type.

The images below show the preferred types.

Figure 25: Medium-rise blocks Figure 26: Ground floor two-storey 
duplex with additional homes 
above

Figure 27: Courtyard buildings
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New Homes

Before the design team started designing the internal layouts for the homes, we wanted to 
ask survey respondents about the type of homes layout they would most like to see in the new 
homes.

What is your preferred type of home layout?

Figure 28: Pie chart showing preferred home layouts.

The response was fairly balanced with a few more survey respondents that preferred an open 
plan home layout, however many respondents also preferred a separate kitchen layout. No 
survey respondents preferred a kitchen alcove style of layout. 

The images below show the preferred layout types.

Figure 29: Open plan kitchen and 
living spaces

Figure 30: Separate kitchens 
which can be both open or 

closed with a door
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SURVEY RESULTS
THEME 2: PARKING AND STREETS

We wanted to ask survey respondents what they thought made a good street, in order to help 
inform the potential ideas for the wider area improvements to streets that the project could 
deliver. 

What do you think makes a good street?

Figure 31: Pie chart showing 
preferred street types.

Community planting 
and growing integrated 

into the street layout

A parking zone limited 
to 2 hrs only

Cycle paths

A large number of survey respondents believed that pedestrian and cycle-only streets and 
tree-lined streets are what make good streets.

Also, many respondents thought one-way streets were best examples of good streets.

The images below show the preferred types.

Figure 32: Slow one-way traffic 
street

Figure 33: Pedestrian and cycle-
only streets

Figure 34: Tree-lined landscaped 
streets
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We wanted to ask survey respondents about the type of parking they would like to see, if new 
parking was to be provided here.

Would you prefer to park your car on the street or inside a podium?

Parking & Streets

Figure 35: Pie chart showing preferred parking locations.

A large majority of survey respondents preferred the idea of podium style parking, which could 
be hidden below a raised garden space, rather than on-street parking. 

The image below shows the preferred type.

Figure 36: Podium parking hidden within blocks 
below a landscaped garden 
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SURVEY RESULTS
THEME 3: LIGHTING AND SECURITY

Lighting and Security 

We wanted to ask survey respondents about their views of the ideas presented to create safer 
public streets and spaces. 

Making a safe and active neighbourhood: What are your views on the ideas 
below?
(Number of first preference votes)

Figure 37: Graph showing survey respondents views on what makes a safe neighbourhood.
A large number of survey respondents wanted to see better lighting generally, with lighting 
that is integrated in the public realm as well as well lit entrances.

The images below show the preferred ideas.

Figure 38: Lighting integrated in public realm 
and homes.

Figure 39: Well lit communal entrances with 
secure access.
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SURVEY RESULTS
THEME 4: GREENSPACE

Greenspace

We wanted to ask survey respondents about their views of the types of open space they would 
like to see in the area.

What kinds of green open space do you think would work best in the area?

Figure 40: Pie chart showing the kind of green spaces survey respondents prefer.

The responses were fairly balanced between respondents wanting to see both public and 
shared residents open spaces. There was a slight preference towards a green public garden.

The images below show the preferred types.

Figure 41: Landscaped natural play and 
planting areas with lots of nature and wildlife

Figure 42: Green public garden spaces to 
gather and socialise
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SURVEY RESULTS
THEME 5: COMMUNITY

We wanted to ask survey respondents what they think is needed to help improve the sense of 
community and to provide additional community facilities in the area. 

What kinds of community spaces would you like to see added to the area?

 
Figure 43: Pie chart showing preferred community space type percentages.

A community cafe and community food growing were the preferred community uses the 
respondents wanted to see added to the neighbourhood. 

The images below show the preferred ideas.

Figure 44: Community food growing Figure 45: Community cafe and garden
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We wanted to ask survey respondents where they think the best location for new community 
facilities would be.

 Where would you like to see a new community facility located?

Figure 46: Pie chart showing 
preferred locations for 
community facilities.

In the new private 
buildings - to change 

people’s attitudes towards 
communal activity

scouts/guides/atc 
should be safeguarded 

have already moved home 
once from the Brewery to 

Gibson Centre

Community 

A large number of survey respondents wanted to see a new community facility provided in the 
same location as the Gibson Centre.

The image below shows the preferred location.

Horatia House Leamington House

Gibson Centre

In the same 
location as the 
Gibson Centre

Figure 47: Model of Gibson Centre, Hortia House and Leamington House
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SURVEY RESULTS
THEME 6: OTHER USES

We wanted to ask survey respondents what commercial uses they think are needed for new 
and existing residents in the area. 

What do you think of the ideas for potential ground floor uses below?

Figure 48: Pie chart showing preferences 
for potential ground floor use.

a Coop shop

a mix of uses 
including a 

community pantry

Other uses 

A large number of survey respondents wanted to see events or leisure spaces/activities and 
local shops within the neighbourhood.

The images below show the preferred ideas.

Figure 49: Events or leisure spaces Figure 50: Local shops like a bakery or grocery 
shop



19

SURVEY RESULTS
EMERGING MASTERPLAN SCENARIOS

We wanted to ask survey respondents if they had a preferred masterplan scenario at this 
stage, out of the three scenarios presented. 

At this stage, which is your preferred masterplan scenario?

Figure 51: Pie chart showing masterplan scenario preferences.

The majority of survey respondents preferred masterplan scenario was scenario A, ‘public 
garden’.

The image below shows the preferred scenario.

Figure 52: Model view of 
Scenario A
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SURVEY RESULTS
EMERGING MASTERPLAN SCENARIOS

We wanted to understand what survey respondents most liked about their preferred 
masterplan scenario.

What do you most like about your preferred masterplan scenario?

Figure 53: Pie chart showing what respondents liked most about their preferred masterplan scenarios

The majority of survey respondents most liked the types of open space, with a balanced 
preference towards a good amount of public open space as well as residents shared open 
space. 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS

I want to have 
a kids park 
anywhere 

around here

Can you please 
make footpath 

between Longbridge 
and Leamington 

House

No scenarios adequately 
replace the Gibson Centre. I like that 

the higher rise homes are private + the social 
housing is street level. I am very concerned we are 
losing the Gibson Centre - where are the current 

hedgehogs/scouts/guides to go? These youth 
groups are essential for creating cohesion 

in the neighbourhood

Toilet for children when 
out playing in gardens or playgrounds. 

Great numbers of run thorughs for young 
yobs. Lots of public open spaces - experience 

of shows that they are never used by the 
residents

No cars
Sport courts ie 

MUGA/4G/Grass 
pitches
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OUTCOMES & NEXT STEPS

Thank you to everyone who came to the 
events, participated in the workshops and 
took the time to fill out a questionnaire. We 
appreciate the time and effort, and we will 
do our best to consider your views and take 
onboard your comments.

Key outcomes:

• Maximising public open and green space 
appears to be a priority for local people. 

• Scenario A will be taken forward to 
develop further - following it being voted 
most popular by the local community.

• We will look at what people liked about 
Scenario B and C to see if these aspects 
can be incorporated. 

• Community facilities are important 
to people and should be retained and 
increased on the site to benefit local 
residents.

• Feedback from Community Panel 
meetings will also be taken into account.

Next steps:

The design team will consider all feedback 
when progressing the design work. If and 
where we cannot take comments and 
feedback on-board we will explain as best as 
possible why this is.

We will continue to work closely with the 
Community Panel until we come back to the 
community to present the emerging design 
proposals in the Autumn. 

The design team will do the following over the 
coming months:
• Look to develop Scenario A to achieve 

a better balance between public and 
residential shared open space.

• Explore opportunities to provide more 
mid-rise buildings such as courtyard 
blocks especially for the council owned 
affordable homes.

• Use updated information provided from 
the Housing Needs Assessment to see if 
larger family homes and townhouses are 
needed in this location and then look to 
see how they can be incorporated into the 
design. 

• Explore ideas to incorporate natural 
play and planting within the public and 
shared residents gardens and look at 
opportunities for more social open spaces.

• Continue to explore ideas to make streets 
quieter and greener, with limited parking 
in a podium.

• Explore with the Community Panel and 
local organisations what community and 
commercial uses would work best in this 
location to serve the local community. 

• Engage with the local residents to share 
ideas for the wider area improvements for 
the surrounding public areas, streets and 
amenity spaces.

• Continue to engage with Portsmouth’s 
Disability Forum and the local youth 
groups.

• Start exploring ideas for the building and 
home layouts with the Community Panel. 

Thank you!

Figure 54: Children playing at the ‘Play and Plants’ 
event.



Karakusevic Carson Architects
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