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Annex C:  Letters of Support 
 
 
 







 

 

 Fareham Borough Council  

   

 Executive Leader of the Council 
  

 Councillor Seán D T Woodward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Pemberton 

Principal Transport Planner  
Solent Transport   
Hampshire County Council   
2nd Floor E II Court West 
Winchester   
SO23 8UJ  
  

 
24 May 2019 

  

Dear Richard,  

Letter of Support for Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund  

On behalf of Fareham Borough Council. I am writing to provide a letter of support for the Solent 
Transport application to the Department for Transport’s Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) Fund.  
 
We concur with your assessment that some the largest transport challenges affecting the 
Solent area include congestion, access to/ extent of the public transport network, parking, 
and impact of freight movement. We therefore endorse the overarching approach 
established by your expression of interest, which is to test and implement innovations which 
benefit both the movement of people and also the movement of goods.  
 
As an area with a dynamic economy that is predominantly urban in nature (with a population 
of over 1 million residents in the two cities and in surrounding suburbs, towns and villages) 
large amounts of personal travel takes place every day in the Solent area. The ability for our 
residents to make these journeys efficiently is important in sustaining the local economy but, 
given the challenges presented by population growth and environmental issues, there is a 
pressing need to make these journeys more sustainable.   
 
The Transforming Cities Fund proposals of Portsmouth and Southampton City Regions, if 
funded by DfT, would provide a step-change improvement in public and sustainable 
transport infrastructure; but we recognise that infrastructure is only one factor which 
determines how (and whether) people choose to travel. 
The proposals around testing and development of innovations in personal travel contained 
within the Solent FMZ proposal would significantly enhance the benefits that we believe the 
TCF infrastructure proposals would provide for our customers/ clients / users / etc and 
would be widely supported by them.   
 
Provision of new approaches such as demand responsive transit, as well as development of 
up-to-date ways of planning and accessing/ paying for public transport services will assist 
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efforts to decrease the number of people in the Solent area who are dependent on driving 
for most journeys.  
However, the movement of goods and freight are also particularly significant issue for both 
cities.  Both Southampton and Portsmouth have major ports located adjacent to city centres 
and residential areas.  These are major drivers of our local economy, supporting a thriving 
freight and logistics industry locally, but also generate additional challenges for the transport 
network.  Therefore, Fareham Borough Council agrees with your assessment that the 
Solent area offers particularly high potential for pilots and trials of innovative approaches in 
these sectors, particularly for urban deliveries, which would benefit residents, businesses 
and the environment.  
 
Located between the cities of Portsmouth and Southampton, Fareham is a key source of 
commuters to both cities, and workers from the Gosport peninsular have to pass through 
Fareham to reach these employment areas.  The proposed trials regarding sustainable 
personal travel are especially of interest with regards to the positive effects they can bring to 
reducing car dependency within, or traveling through, the Borough in terms of journey time 
improvements, air quality improvements and congestion reduction. 
Regarding the movement of goods, Fareham Borough Council is keen to identify 
opportunities arising from the proposed pilots, trial and implementation of innovative 
schemes in the region.  
  
Last mile logistics projects seeking to flexibly use a small amount of space in several 
locations for use as a base for e-cargo bikes and by foot porters, as an alternative to the 
current inefficient and environmentally unfriendly use of van rounds, would serve to further 
benefit the Borough and wider area adding to the improvements brought about through 
personal travel initiatives. 
 
Fareham is home to Solent Airport at Daedalus; building on the existing general aviation 
uses, the airfield is an attractive destination for visiting aircraft and offers hangars, facilities 
and services attracting more corporate and commercial aviation activities.  It is a premier 
location for aviation, aerospace engineering and advanced manufacturing businesses and 
is centrally located within the Southampton and Portsmouth City regions, including the Isle 
of Wight.  
Whilst there is long term potential to tap into the unmanned air traffic part of the aviation 
sector, the airport offers greater flexibility for corporate/business and private air traffic, 
allowing the larger regional airports to use their capacity to serve the commercial passenger 
market, offering diversity and choice for air travel.  However, the potential to develop and 
implement the first commercial drone delivery flights in the UK and introduce the use of 
aerial drones for medical logistics within the Solent area is an exciting prospect and 
Fareham Borough Council hopes that this is achievable within the current airspace and that 
the development of such technology and projects can utilise the expertise found within 
Solent Airport at Daedalus. 
Fareham College has their CEMAST (Centre of Excellence in Engineering, Manufacturing 
and Advanced Skills Training) facility located at Solent Airport at Daedalus, and we would 
request that consideration could be given to this facility when undertaking pilots and trials 
into any Mobility as a Service (MaaS) schemes. 
 
Finally, we believe that your proposal to work closely with local partners including University 
of Southampton, University of Portsmouth, and local transport operators is pragmatic, 
utilising some of our excellent locally-based skills and talent to deliver many of the projects 
and to widely share knowledge and learning from their outcomes.   
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Therefore, as stated at the start of this letter, we are happy to endorse and support this 
proposal – and wish you good luck in your application for funding.   
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Councillor Seán Woodward  
Executive Leader of the Council  
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Richard Pemberton 

Principal Transport Planner  

Solent Transport   

Hampshire County Council   

2nd Floor E II Court West 

Winchester   

SO23 8UJ  

  

21 May 2019 

  

Dear Richard,  

Letter of Support for Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund  

On behalf of Sustrans, I am writing to provide a letter of support for the Solent Transport application to the 

Department for Transport’s Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) Fund.  

 

Congestion, and its impact on quality of life of residents and the economic success of the region, is one of 

the largest transport challenges affecting the Solent area.  

We therefore endorse the overarching approach established by your expression of interest, which is to test 

and implement innovations which benefit the movement of people and the movement of goods.  

As an organisation that works to make it easier for people to walk and cycle, we support efforts to shift 

vehicle movements onto more sustainable travel; addressing air quality and road safety concerns across 

the Southampton and Portsmouth City Regions.  By working to remove last mile HGV and van freight 

movements, encouraging more people to consider cycling as part of a MaaS offer, we can support more 

people to make a change to active travel.  

The proposals around testing and development of innovations in personal travel contained within the 

Solent FMZ proposal would significantly enhance the benefits that we believe the TCF infrastructure 

proposals would provide for residents across the Solent area and would be widely supported by them.   

We believe that walking and cycling should remain at the top of the hierarchy for travel in cities, and that 

providing high quality walking and cycling routes is an essential component of addressing congestion in 

urban areas.  We feel that alongside the TCF proposals, a balance can be struck within the Southampton 

and Portsmouth City Regions—pilots of technological innovation as well as a focus on liveability and 

quality of life that residents, workers and visitors in both cities want to see.  

Therefore, as stated at the start of this letter, we are happy to endorse and support this proposal – and 

wish you good luck in your application for funding.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Megan Streb 

Interim Head of Partnerships, England South 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Richard Pemberton 
Principal Transport Planner  

Solent Transport   
Hampshire County Council   
2nd Floor E II Court West 
Winchester   
SO23 8UJ  

    
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ask for: 

Jayson Grygiel 
Direct dial: 

(023) 9254 5458 
E-mail:  

jayson.grygiel@gosport.gov.uk 

 

21st May 2019 

Dear Richard  
 

Letter of Support for Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund  

On behalf of Gosport Borough Council, I am writing to provide a letter of support for the 

Solent Transport application to the Department for Transport’s Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) 
Fund.  

 
We concur with your assessment that some the largest transport challenges affecting the 
Solent area include congestion, access to/ extent of the public transport network, parking, 
and impact of freight movement.  
 
We therefore endorse the overarching approach established by your expression of interest, 
which is to test and implement innovations which benefit both the movement of people, and 
also the movement of goods.  
 
As an area with a dynamic economy that is predominantly urban in nature (with a population 
of over 1 million residents in the two cities and in surrounding suburbs, towns and villages) 
large amounts of personal travel takes place every day in the Solent area.  The ability for our 
residents to make these journeys efficiently is important in sustaining the local economy but, 
given the challenges presented by population growth and environmental issues, there is a 
pressing need to make these journeys more sustainable.   
 
The Transforming Cities Fund proposals of Portsmouth and Southampton City Regions, if 
funded by DfT, would provide a step-change improvement in public and sustainable transport 
infrastructure.  But we recognise that infrastructure is only one factor which determines how 
(and whether) people choose to travel. 
 
The proposals around testing and development of innovations in personal travel contained 
within the Solent FMZ proposal would significantly enhance the benefits that we believe the 
TCF infrastructure proposals would provide for our residents and would be widely supported 
by them.   
 
Provision of new approaches such as demand responsive transit, as well as development of 
up-to-date ways of planning and accessing/ paying for public transport services will assist 
efforts to decrease the number of people in the Solent area who are dependent on driving for 
most journeys.  
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However the movement of goods and freight are also particularly significant issue for both 
cities- both Southampton and Portsmouth have major ports located adjacent to city centres 
and residential areas.  These are major drivers of our local economy, supporting a thriving 
freight and logistics industry locally- but also generate additional challenges for the transport 
network.  Therefore Gosport Borough Council agrees with your assessment that the Solent 
area offers particularly high potential for pilots and trials of innovative approaches in these 
sectors, particularly for urban deliveries, which would benefit residents, businesses and the 
environment.  
 
We can see the potential with all of the items presented, and the positive contribution they 
could make by promoting alternative means of transport to ease traffic congestion in the 
Southampton and Portsmouth city regions and the wider proposed Solent Future Mobility 
zone. 
 
For Gosport the principal area of interest, and perhaps the area of greatest opportunity to 
change travel patterns and behaviours within the Borough would be through the “SolentGo” 
product enhancement proposals.  Opportunities for multi-operator ticketing, particularly as 
public transport use in the Borough often utilises multi-modal trips (e.g. bus, ferry and rail) 
would help overcome perceptions and potential barriers to public transport use and would 
provide a more integrated journey experience without the need to buy multiple tickets for one 
journey for example.  This would be complementary to the projects proposed within the 
Borough and beyond as part of the Transforming Cities Fund (TCF) proposed schemes bids 
and wider South East Hampshire Rapid Transit proposals.  I would note that such ticketing 
should not disadvantage those who do not have access to electronic means of purchasing 
tickets. 
 
I would also add that the opportunity for Cycle share facilities would be a useful additional 
facility at transport nodes and interchanges, such as along the route of the BRT and at the 
Gosport public transport interchange for both commuter and recreational needs. 
 
Finally, we believe that your proposal to work closely with local partners including University 
of Southampton, University of Portsmouth, and local transport operators is pragmatic, 
utilising some of our excellent locally-based skills and talent to deliver many of the projects 
and to widely share knowledge and learning from their outcomes.    
 
Therefore, as stated at the start of this letter, we are happy to endorse and support this 
proposal – and wish you good luck in your application for funding.   
 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Jayson 
 
 
 
Jayson Grygiel 
Manager of Planning Policy 
Gosport Borough Council 
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Thursday 23rd May 2019      Wates House 
        Ground Floor 
Richard Pemberton      Wallington Hill 
Principal Transport Planner      Fareham 
Solent Transport        Hampshire 
Hampshire County Council       PO16 7BJ 
2nd Floor E II Court West 
Winchester 
Hampshire   
SO23 8UJ  
 
Dear Richard,  
 

Letter of Support for Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund 
 
On behalf of Hampshire Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to provide a letter of support for the 
Solent Transport application to the Department for Transport’s Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) Fund.  
 
We concur with your assessment that some the largest transport challenges affecting the Solent 
area include congestion, access to/ extent of the public transport network, parking, and impact of 
freight movement.  
 
We therefore endorse the overarching approach established by your expression of interest, which is 
to test and implement innovations which benefit both the movement of people, and also the 
movement of goods.  
 
As an area with a dynamic economy that is predominantly urban in nature (with a population of over 
1 million residents in the two cities and in surrounding suburbs, towns and villages) large amounts of 
personal travel takes place every day in the Solent area.  The ability for our residents to make these 
journeys efficiently is important in sustaining the local economy but, given the challenges presented 
by population growth and environmental issues, there is a pressing need to make these journeys 
more sustainable.   
 
The Transforming Cities Fund proposals of Portsmouth and Southampton City Regions, if funded by 
DfT, would provide a step-change improvement in public and sustainable transport infrastructure.  
But we recognise that infrastructure is only one factor which determines how (and whether) people 
choose to travel. 
 
The proposals around testing and development of innovations in personal travel contained within 
the Solent FMZ proposal would significantly enhance the benefits that we believe the TCF 
infrastructure proposals would provide for our [customers/ clients/users/ etc], and would be widely 
supported by them.   
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Provision of new approaches such as demand responsive transit, as well as development of up-to-
date ways of planning and accessing/ paying for public transport services will assist efforts to 
decrease the number of people in the Solent area who are dependent on driving for most journeys.  
 
However the movement of goods and freight are also particularly significant issue for both cities-  
both Southampton and Portsmouth have major ports located adjacent to city centres and residential 
areas.  These are major drivers of our local economy, supporting a thriving freight and logistics 
industry locally- but also generate additional challenges for the transport network.  Therefore 
Hampshire Chamber of Commerce agrees with your assessment that the Solent area offers 
particularly high potential for pilots and trials of innovative approaches in these sectors, particularly 
for urban deliveries, which would benefit residents, businesses and the environment.  
 
For many years, Hampshire Chamber of Commerce has recognised that traffic congestion in the 
Solent area is costing the local economy dear from delays to people accessing work or lorries stuck 
on our local and strategic roads.   
 
We are delighted to support these innovative proposals to tackle some of these ongoing issues.  
While bus services are flourishing in our urban area, we are pleased to see different ideas being 
taken forward about providing public transport to less densely populated areas or a more demand 
responsive nature.  Indeed, we believe a move towards more integrated transport provision is 
always a goal to work for. 
 
Building on established schemes we welcome the potential development of the Solent Go product to 

include rail operators, which up to now has been a missing link in integrated transport 

ticketing.   While actively engaged in Business Travel Planning networks we also see the extension of 

workplace grant programmes as a vital means in encouraging employees consider switching from 

private car access to work to cycle, walking or public transport modes. 

Lastly, our Members who operate logistics and freight businesses will welcome further trials in 

developing the more environmental and sustainable movement of goods around the Solent area in 

order to minimise traffic delays, improve last mile deliveries, reduce air pollution and enhance our 

relatively new Sustainable Distribution Centre.       All of these measures should reduce the amount 

of costs incurred by lorry and van operators in our area by road congestion.  As the cities of 

Southampton and Portsmouth grow as commercial centres and expanding port operations, these 

policies can but help improve the economic health of the Solent. 

 
Southampton, University of Portsmouth, and local transport operators is pragmatic, utilising some of 
our excellent locally-based skills and talent to deliver many of the projects and to widely share 
knowledge and learning from their outcomes.    
 
Therefore, as stated at the start of this letter, we are happy to endorse and support this proposal – 
and wish you good luck in your application for funding.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ross McNally 
Executive Chair 
Hampshire Chamber of Commerce 



 

Enquiries to: 

Direct line: 

Email: 

My reference: 

Your reference: 

Date: 

  
  
 
 
 

 

 
Letter of Support for Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund  

On behalf of Havant Borough Council, I am writing to provide a letter of support for the Solent 
Transport application to the Department for Transport’s Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) Fund.  
 
We concur with your assessment that some the largest transport challenges affecting the 
Solent area include congestion, access to/ extent of the public transport network, parking, 
and impact of freight movement.  
 
We therefore endorse the overarching approach established by your expression of 
interest, which is to test and implement innovations which benefit both the movement of 
people, and the movement of goods.  
 
As an area with a dynamic economy that is predominantly urban in nature (with a 
population of over 1 million residents in the two cities and in surrounding suburbs, towns 
and villages) large amounts of personal travel takes place every day in the Solent area.  
The ability for our residents to make these journeys efficiently is important in sustaining the 
local economy but, given the challenges presented by population growth and 
environmental issues, there is a pressing need to make these journeys more sustainable.   
The Transforming Cities Fund proposals of Portsmouth and Southampton City Regions, if 
funded by DfT, would provide a step-change improvement in public and sustainable 
transport infrastructure.  But we recognise that infrastructure is only one factor which 
determines how (and whether) people choose to travel. 
 
The proposals around testing and development of innovations in personal travel contained 
within the Solent FMZ proposal would significantly enhance the benefits that we believe 
the TCF infrastructure proposals would provide for our businesses, residents and visitors, 
and would be widely supported by them.   
 
Provision of new approaches such as demand responsive transit, as well as development 
of up-to-date ways of planning and accessing/ paying for public transport services will 
assist efforts to decrease the number of people in the Solent area who are dependent on 
driving for most journeys.  
 

Richard Pemberton 
Principal Transport Planner  

Solent Transport   
Hampshire County Council   
2nd Floor E II Court West 
Winchester   
SO23 8UJ  

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Biltcliffe 

02392 446511 

Andrew Biltcliffe@havant.gov.uk 

      

2018 0523/AB/EMT 

23rd May 2019 

Dear Richard,  



 

However, the movement of goods and freight are also particularly significant issue for both 
cities - both Southampton and Portsmouth have major ports located adjacent to city 
centres and residential areas.  These are major drivers of our local economy, supporting a 
thriving freight and logistics industry locally- but also generate additional challenges for the 
transport network.  Therefore, Havant Borough Council agrees with your assessment that 
the Solent area offers particularly high potential for pilots and trials of innovative 
approaches in these sectors, particularly for urban deliveries, which would benefit 
residents, businesses and the environment.  
 
Havant Borough Council fully supports the Future Mobility Zone bid because it seeks a 
multi-faceted approach that will create a new technology baseline for encouraging modal 
shift. With Mobility as a Service (MaaS), Demand Responsive Transit, Improved 
integration and availability of real time data and approaches to reduce costs for specific 
groups where affordability is a challenge it will bring innovation to our local transport 
challenges. This integrated approach is fundamental to shifting perceptions of public 
transport.  
 
This proposal is a great example of pragmatic partnership working in the Solent with local 
partners including University of Southampton, University of Portsmouth, and local transport 
operators utilising some of our excellent locally-based skills and talent to deliver many of 
the projects and to widely share knowledge and learning from their outcomes.    
Therefore, as stated at the start of this letter, we are happy to endorse and support this 
proposal – and wish you good luck in your application for funding.   
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Simon Jenkins 
Director of Regeneration & Place 
 







 

 

 

 

 

Cleve House, Crooksbury Road, Farnham GU10 1QE 

 

 

 

Richard Pemberton 

Principal Transport Planner  

Solent Transport   

Hampshire County Council   

2nd Floor E II Court West 

Winchester   

SO23 8UJ  

  

 

23 May 2019 

 

 

Dear Richard,  

Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund 

On behalf of the South Hampshire Bus Operators’ association (SHBOA), I am writing to 

confirm our support for the Solent Transport application to the Department for Transport’s 

Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) Fund.  

 

As the representative organisation of all operators of local bus services within the Solent 

area, we have had the opportunity over many years to demonstrate locally what can be 

achieved by effective joint partnership working between our industry and the local 

authorities. 

In our view the FMZ funding bid sits very appropriately alongside the bids which are 

currently being promoted by the local authorities in Southampton and Portsmouth to the 

Transforming Cities Fund, which we have also supported and in which we are fully engaged.  

If ultimately funded these schemes would provide a step-change improvement in public and 

sustainable transport infrastructure in the Region.   

All of the bus operators and local authorities in the Region have long collaborated in the 

provision of SolentGo (and its predecessor, Solent Travelcard) to offer multi-operator - and 

with the ferries, multi-modal – ticketing offers.  Part of the FMZ proposal will allow us to 

further develop new ticketing products – including time-related multi-operator ‘hopper’ 

tickets – on a new app platform.  This will effectively build on the success we have been 

experiencing in migrating users to an M Ticket platform, and especially allow their 



integration into the personal travel planning resource which is a key component of the 

Solent Transport bid.  

We therefore wholeheartedly support this bid and will be happy to engage directly 

alongside you in the course of further scrutiny of the proposals by the granting authority. 

Good luck! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Soper 

Executive Director 



 
 

 Solent LEP Office 
Third Floor 

1000 Lakeside 
Western Road 

Portsmouth 
PO6 3EN 

 
 

 

24th May 2019 
 
Richard Pemberton 
Principal Transport Planner  
Solent Transport   
Hampshire County Council   
2nd Floor E II Court West 
Winchester   
SO23 8UJ  
 
 
Dear Richard, 
 
Letter of Support for Solent Transport application to the Future Mobility Zones Fund  
 
On behalf of the Solent Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) I am writing to provide a letter of support for the Solent 
Transport application to the Department for Transport’s Future Mobility Zones (FMZ) Fund.  
 
The Solent, with 340 miles of coastline, three islands, three peninsulas, and a range of waterways dissecting the 
area, experiences specific connectivity challenges that directly influence productivity.  The part of the Solent 
between, around, and including our two cities of Portsmouth and Southampton represents the most urbanised part 
of southern England outside London.  This, coupled to the area being an internationally important gateway for 
goods and people, means that the Solent experiences a unique set of transport challenges, simply not experienced 
by other areas in the UK. 
 
The Solent has a long history of innovation in the transport sphere and, with its entrepreneurial culture and major 
knowledge assets is well placed to test the mobility solutions of the future.  As the Maritime World moves towards 
autonomy, the Solent will see the wide-scale adoption of autonomous operation. From Academia, to specialist 
SMEs, to Port Authorities, companies across the Solent will need to test, teach and develop specialist autonomous 
systems. To meet this growing opportunity and to develop the Solent as an international centre for Autonomy the 
Solent LEP has invested £450,000 to bring forward the National Marine Autonomy Centre in the Solent. The 
investment in partnership with industry will bring forward world-leading test-facilities including Air and Surface test 
vehicle, a Secure Maritime Communications Network, Mobile Control Centre and a range of Solent based test 
sites. 
 
The opportunity to continue to test new mobility solutions, as set out in the Solent Transport application to the 
Future Mobility Zones Fund, further enhances the Solent's role as a test bed for new, disruptive technologies. 
 
I wish you well with your application. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 



 
 

 Solent LEP Office 
Third Floor 

1000 Lakeside 
Western Road 

Portsmouth 
PO6 3EN 

 
 

 

 
Gary Jeffries 
Chairman 
Solent Local Enterprise Partnership 
 
 













 

Transportation Research Group, 
School of Engineering, 

University of Southampton, 
Room 4003, Building 176, 

Boldrewood Innovation Campus, 
Burgess Road, 
Southampton, 

SO16 7QF. 
Richard Pemberton  
Principal Transport Planner 
Solent Transport 
Hampshire County Council  
2nd Floor, EII Court West 
The Castle  
Winchester 
SO23 8UJ 
 
16th May 2019 
 
Dear Richard 
 
Southampton and Portsmouth City Regions:  Future Mobility Zone (FMZ) proposal 
 
I write to offer the strong support of the Transportation Research Group (TRG) to the FMZ proposal. 
The University of Southampton was ranked number 2 in the world in 2017 for transportation science 
and technology by the Centre for World University Rankings, with the 90 plus staff and postgraduate 
students at TRG making a major contribution. 
 
As you know, we have long-standing links with local and national organisations through the Centre for 
Sustainable Travel Choices. This has led to us monitoring and evaluating projects for the Local 
Transport Authorities in Solent, including the Local Sustainable Transport Fund, the Better Bus 
Access Fund and the Access Fund. It has also helped us develop innovative transport policy solutions 
through co-production with local authorities, through, for example, PhD students (such as Grote, 
Gupta, Haylett and Velazquez) and in recent European research projects such as Metamorphosis 
(passenger) and CityLab and BuyZET (freight). In conjunction with partners, we are developing 
concepts such as Mobility as a Service (MaaS – led by Dr James Prichard) and Logistics as a Service 
(LaaS – led by Professor Tom Cherrett). Professor Dan Sperling of the University of California talks 
about the three impending transport revolutions of autonomy, electrification and shared mobility. It is 
our view that the third of these revolutions, shared mobility, is somewhat neglected, and that the 
Solent sub-region, with its unique combination of urban and inter-urban networks along with 
international gateways, is in an excellent position to develop MaaS and LaaS as key shared mobility 
policy tools. 
 
In terms of our involvement in the proposal over and above costed inputs, I would highlight a number 
of areas. We would offer our Boldrewood Innovation Campus, including the recently opened National 
Infrastructure Laboratory, as a venue for project meetings and dissemination events. The University 
would also provide laboratory facilities for the development and testing of drones, including wind 
tunnels at both our Boldrewood and Highfield Campuses. We would seek to align student projects 
with the FMZ proposal, particularly through our prospective Centre for Doctoral Training linked to 
UKCRIC (UK Collaboratorium for Research in Infrastructure and Cities) and Group Design Projects. 
We would act as a bridge between the FMZ proposal and other parts of the University. In particular, 
we would develop the links with colleagues elsewhere in the School of Engineering involved in the 
University’s Strategic Research Group on Autonomous Systems through Professor Jim Scanlan. Our 
links with the Southampton Marine and Maritime Institute will give vital insights into issues affecting 
ports. Our links with the School of Electronics and Computer Science, particularly the Web Science 
Institute and the Centres for the Internet of Things and Pervasive Systems and for Machine 
Intelligence, and the School of Physics, through the Integrated Nanophotonics Group, will help us in 



the development and testing of technologically innovative solutions.  We would further develop links 
with the University’s Professional Services, including Estates and Facilities (Transport and 
Sustainability), Marketing and Communications, Public Engagement and Policy Impact; and Research 
and Innovation Services. We would also help develop national and international academic links, for 
example through our links with universities such as Cornell and MIT (USA), Delft (Netherlands), 
Gothenburg (Sweden), Monash and Sydney (Australia), and Ningbo and Tsinghua (China). Similarly, 
non-academic links would be developed through international bodies such as POLIS and the 
International Transport Forum and national bodies such as the Connected Places Catapult. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
John Preston, 
Head of the Transportation Research Group, 
Department of Civil, Maritime and Environmental Engineering,  
Email: J.M.Preston@soton.ac.uk, Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 4660 

mailto:J.M.Preston@soton.ac.uk

