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Why cycle?
Whether you live in the area or not you may be surprised 
what the landscape reveals to you. Cycling lets you explore 
at your own pace – you can stop and admire the view, 
watch the birds, have a picnic or take photos. 

Regular cycling can help you increase your fitness levels. 

Increasing motor traffic is the cause of congestion and 
pollution. Cycling by contrast is quiet, non-polluting and fun. 
By visiting this area by bike you are helping to reduce the 
damage caused by cars, as well as having a great day out.

Safety first
•  Don’t forget to take care and be as safe as possible  

to enjoy your ride

• Your bike should be road worthy

•  Pedestrians, horse riders and other cyclists will appreciate 
a warning when you are approaching from behind

• You are advised to wear a cycle helmet

• Follow the Highway Code

• Follow the Country Code

• Lock your bike when you leave it

• Where the ride joins the road watch out for traffic.

In order to maintain a healthy weight we need to both eat 
well and move more. Many families are making changes 
that will help them live healthier and longer lives. 

Visit www.nhs.uk/change4life or call 0300 123 4567  
for more information.

Portsmouth  
visitor information service
Our main Visitor Information Centre is located within the 
D-Day Museum on Clarence Esplanade. We offer a range 
of services including: information on local attractions, 
events, entertainment and transport; discount tickets and 
vouchers for local attractions; accommodation bookings; 
sale of local gifts, maps and publications; local theatre 
bookings. We are open 7 days a week 10am – 5pm (Closed 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day).

Why not pop in and see us while you are in Portsmouth or 
contact us in advance:

Portsmouth Visitor Information Centre, Clarence Esplanade, 
Southsea PO5 3NT

Tel: 023 9282 6722 

Email: vis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

www.visitportsmouth.co.uk

Food and drink
Why not visit the Yellow Kite Café for some delicious 
local, fairtrade food and drink? The Yellow Kite Café can 
be found at Southsea Castle and the D-Day Museum.

Another good place to stop for refreshment, at about the 
halfway point, is the Royal Marines Museum tea rooms. 

As the ride reaches the King’s Theatre on Albert Road, you 
can find a wide range of eateries, take-aways and bars to 
choose from.

At the end of the ride there are more cafés and bars in 
Guildhall Walk not forgetting the fantastic Park Café in 
Victoria Park.

Useful information
Nearest Train Station 
Portsmouth Harbour: 1 mile from starting point 
Portsmouth and Southsea: 1/4 mile from starting point 
Fratton: 1.5 miles from starting point 

Rail Enquiries: 08457 484950 

What to take with you  
Lock, a snack/energy bar and drink,money, spare inner 
tube, puncture repair kit and pump. Waterproofs and 
lights dependent on weather and time of day. 

Contact the visitor information service for details of local 
bike shops and bike hire. 

Public Toilets are marked on the map

This ride was devised thanks to the research and 
assistance of Calum Kennedy, Annette Rebentisch and 
Sarah Coote.
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If you enjoyed this cycle 
ride, why not try these?
•   Round Portsea Island Ride

•   Langstone Harbour Ride

•   Famous Figures Ride

•   Treasure Hunt Ride

•   Metropolis Ride

•   Portsmouth’s Famous 
Women Cycle Ride

•   Funky Bike Racks Ride

•   Trees Ride

Pick up these leaflets or 
our Active Travel Map 
from Portsmouth Visitor 
Information.

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this guide is correct at the time of 
going to press. Portsmouth City Council cannot accept any responsibility for any errors or omissions. 
Reproduction in part or in whole is forbidden without the written permission of the publisher.



Famous Women Cycle Ride  13 miles / 21 km

1  Starting in Victoria Park outside the 
Lodge Arts Centre & Café we cross into 
Edinburgh Road, where the Women In 
Black hold their monthly vigil. From here 
we head down Queen Street.

Hertha Ayrton was born at 6 Queen 
Street 2 . She was one of the first female 
students at Cambridge and became a 
distinguished scientist and inventor.

Turn right at North Street and left into 
Blossom Square 3 .

This area is associated with a cluster of 
women with Portsmouth connections; 
Aggie Weston who looked after the 
welfare of sailors and was the first woman 
to be buried with full naval honours. 

Sarah Huntingford, who murdered her 
husband in Orange Street was the last 
woman publically hanged in Hampshire. 
Her execution was watched by a crowd of 
about 10,000 people.

Sarah Robinson who became a leading 
temperance and welfare worker. Brighton 
Mary, one of Sarah Robinson’s ‘wretched 
women’ was a prostitute who was 
murdered while living in a hovel in Blossom 
Alley. Her living conditions were so bad that 
they caused a national outcry and shamed 
the council into clearing the slums.

From here we make our way back into 
Queen Street, via Cross Street and turn 
left on reaching the dockyard gates, 
where Mary Lacy became an apprentice 
shipwright 4 .

Further along the Hard, on the left-hand, 
side we pass St George’s Square 5 .  
This is where Dr Una Mulvany was in 
charge of the first-aid post during the war. 
She was there during every air raid on the 

city. She risked her life many times to save 
people and was awarded the George Cross.

Continuing under the railway bridge we 
cross into St George’s Road and turn right 
into Warblington Street where Mary 
Bailey lived 6 .She was the last woman to 
be burned at the stake in Hampshire. 

Turning left into Highbury Street we reach 
the High Street. Opposite and to the left 
stands Buckingham House, formerly a 
school attended by Jessie White Mario 
7 .

In 1854 she studied at the Sorbonne. 
Whilst in France she met Garibaldi the 
Italian national hero. She played an 
important part in various campaigns of the 
Risorgimento.

Turning right and heading south along High 
Street we turn left into Pembroke Road and 
cross the junction with Penny Street. 

Susanna Rowson was born in Penny 
Street in 1762 8 . Her father took her to 
America while still a baby.

Susanna wrote her first novel, Victoria, in 
1786, and in 1791 she published Charlotte 
which became the most popular bestseller 
in the US until Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

Continuing along Pembroke Road we  
take a left into Victoria Avenue and cross 
into Southsea Terrace. Continue on to  
Kent Road.

Number 2 Kent Road was the HQ for 
the National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies (NUWSS) 9 . 

Charlotte Marsh was one of the first 
women to train as a sanitary inspector but 
appalled by the lives of many women she 
became a member of the most militant 
organisation, the WSPU.

As we make our way along Kent Road, on 
the left is Portsmouth High School, where 
Dillie Keane (actress and entertainer) 
attended 10 . She was born nearby in 
Nelson Road. 

Turn right, then left into Osborne Road. 
Turn right into The Vale and head towards 
the seafront via Lennox Road South.

On reaching the coast we head east 
along the seafront to the Royal Marines 
Museum where there’s an animated 
mannequin of Hannah Snell 11 . 

Hannah disguised herself as a man and 
travelled to Portsmouth and joined the 
navy as a marine. She eventully received 
an honourable discharge and a lifelong 
pension.

We then retrace our route until turning 
right into St. George’s Road and on into 
Cromwell Road then left into Eastney 
Street. Turn sharp left into Kassasin Street 
where Marilyn Cole, Playboy’s first full 
frontal nude, was born 12 . 

Novelist Julia Bryant lives in this area. 
She has written many novels set in 
Portsmouth. 

Turn right into Worsley Street then left 
into Adair Road. At the end of Adair  
Road turn right into Festing Grove,  
where Dorothy Dymond lived 13 . An 
eminent Portsmouth historian, who 
helped to create the City Museum and 
Records Office. 

Turning right into Bristol Road we reach 
Highland cemetery 14 . There are many 
worthy women buried here, one of whom 
is Martha Linington. Widowed while 
still young with 12 children, Martha built 
up the firm Liningtons into the leading 
coachbuilders in the region. 

We ride for a short distance along the 
busy Albert Road until turning left into 
St. Ronan’s Road. At the end of which 
you will see St. Simon’s Road, where 
Geeta Basra went to Mayville High 
School 15 . An actress, she was brought 
up in Portsmouth and now lives in 
Mumbai where she has starred in many 
Bollywood movies. 

Turn right into Waverly Road. Next turn 
left into Wisborough Road. At the end, 
turn right into Napier Road, then left 
into Collingwood Road. Continuing 
west we reach the stage doors of the 
King’s Theatre. Turn right down the side 
of the theatre. 

From here we cross Albert Road into 
Albert Grove and head to Victoria Road 
North via Outram Road. 

Riding up Victoria Road North, we  
pass the homes of historian  
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Frances Yates, Dr Una Mulvany and 
Michelle Magorian, novelist 16 .  
Michelle first wanted to be an actress 
and spent as much time as possible in 
the King’s Theatre. She is more famous 
for writing children’s books, most 
notably Goodnight Mister Tom.

At the Mosque we turn into Bradford 
Road and continue along Winston 
Churchill Avenue using the cycle lane 
until we reach Guildhall Walk, where 
Martha Linington had her coach works 
and home.

Olivia Manning, novelist and poet, 
born in North End, attended the 
Technical College housed in Park 
Building to your left 17 .

Upon reaching Guildhall Square the ride 
is at an end. Victoria Park can be reached 
by crossing the square and through the 
arch behind the war memorial.
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