
Furniture safety in rented accommodation 
 
 
Who needs to comply? 
 
The Furniture and Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations 1988 apply to anyone who 
in the course of a business hires out or provides furniture used in let accommodation. This 
generally applies to furniture provided for use in: 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

holiday homes and chalets 
 

furnished rented accommodation 
 

residential homes 
 

accommodation provided by local authorities 
 
 
What do the Regulations aim to do? 
 
The aim of the regulations is to ensure that older items of furniture that could produce 
potentially dangerous gases on combustion are phased out and that new items provided 
in furnished accommodation can pass tests for fire safety. 
 
 
When do the controls apply? 
 
The regulations require that furniture and furnishings in dwellings let for the first time meet 
the fire resistance requirements in the Regulations. Any new, replacement or additional 
furniture provided for an existing letting since 1st March 1993 must also comply with the 
requirements. 
 
All new furniture (except mattresses and bed bases) and loose and stretch covers 
manufactured since 1988 have been required to carry a permanent label providing 
information about their fire-resisting properties. 
 
 
What items are covered? 
 
The regulations apply to any of the following, which contain upholstery: 
 

furniture intended for use in a dwelling (eg. armchairs and sofas) 
 

beds, headboards and mattresses 
 

sofa beds, futons and other convertibles 
 

nursery furniture 
 

pillows, scatter cushions and seat pads 
 



garden furniture suitable for use in a dwelling • 

• 
 

loose and stretch furniture covers 
 
Sleeping bags, bedclothes (including duvets), loose covers for mattresses, pillowcases, 
curtains, carpets, furniture manufactured before 1st January 1950 and items owned by the 
tenant and brought to the letting are excluded. 
 
 
What to look out for 
 
If you are unsure whether any furniture in let accommodation complies with the 
Regulations, the following may act as a guide 
 
All domestic furniture made since March 1990 should be fit for use in let accommodation. 
 
If furniture carries a permanent manufacturer’s label, such as those shown below, it is 
almost certainly safe. Furniture without a permanent label is unlikely to comply with the 
law.  
 
 

 

 
 
All images are from ‘Department of Trade and Industry Guide to the Furniture and 
Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations’ 



For more information 
 
The regulations are complicated and have been introduced progressively since 1988. The 
information given above is not an authoritative statement of the law and further enquiries 
should be directed to the Trading Standards Service via the City Helpdesk. 
 
Further details about the regulations can be obtained from the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 
 

www.dti.gov.uk/ 

http://www.dti.gov.uk/
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