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GLOSSARY 

CRoW  Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

EU  European Union 

LPA  Local Planning Authority 

NE  Natural England 

SPA  Special Protection Area 

UK  United Kingdom 

WCA  Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The proposed Tipner Regeneration site, together with Port Solent and Horsea 

Island (on the opposite shore from Tipner), are covered by the ‘Portsmouth 

Plan’ – the Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy that outlines 

the planning strategy for major sub-regional growth, change and regeneration, 

including new homes, retail and employment. 

1.2 A wintering bird survey of the parts of Portsmouth Harbour adjacent to the 

Tipner Regeneration site and between Tipner and Horsea Island was carried 

out between December 2009 and March 2010, this area being part of the 

much larger Portsmouth Harbour Ramsar Site and Special Protection Area 

(SPA), which is designated for its importance for wintering waterfowl and 

waders.  

1.3 Portsmouth Harbour supports internationally important numbers (>2000) of 

Dark-bellied Brent Geese during the winter and also supports nationally 

important numbers of Red-Breasted Merganser, Little Egret, Dunlin and Black-

tailed Godwit. Of these species, Dark-bellied Brent Goose was recorded in the 

survey area in significant numbers (up to 519), whilst the other four species 

were recorded in insignificant numbers. 

1.4 In addition to the above, a high tide roost, primarily of Redshanks (although 

not reaching nationally important numbers), is present adjacent to the 

regeneration area, this being of local significance. 

1.5 It is considered that the potential exists for impacts to occur to the 

internationally important numbers of Dark-bellied Brent Geese, and the locally 

important high tide roost of Redshanks, depending on treatment of frontages 

adjacent to intertidal areas. Impacts to all of those species occurring in 

Portsmouth Harbour in nationally important numbers are considered to be 

negligible, due to the insignificant numbers recorded. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 A wintering bird survey of the part of Portsmouth Harbour adjacent to the Tipner 

Regeneration site was carried out between December 2009 and March 2010, 

this area being part of Portsmouth Harbour Ramsar site and Special Protection 

Area (SPA), designated for its importance for wintering waterfowl and waders.  

2.2 The proposed regeneration area lies both sides of the M275, adjacent to the 

southern end of ‘Tipner Lake’ (the north-easternmost arm of Portsmouth 

Harbour, east of the M275) and the channel between Tipner and Horsea Island, 

that leads into Tipner Lake (see Plan 1). At low tide there are extensive amounts 

of intertidal mud exposed throughout these areas, whilst they are entirely 

covered by the high tide. 

2.3 The proposed Tipner regeneration, together with Port Solent and Horsea Island, 

are covered by the ‘Portsmouth Plan’ – the Local Development Framework 

(LDF) Core Strategy that outlines the planning strategy for major sub-regional 

growth, change and regeneration, including new homes, retail and employment. 

The three sites are covered in one document due to their close proximity to each 

other, thereby sharing issues and constraints. 

2.4 At present, the parts of Tipner Regeneration site adjacent to estuarine habitats 

have apparently very low levels of disturbance, with a working yard, wharf and 

school to the west of the bridge, and derelict land to the east of the bridge (the 

southern shore of ‘Tipner Lake’). There is very restricted public access in these 

areas, although occasional disturbance occurs due to fishermen accessing 

these areas, especially in the vicinity of the M275 bridge. 

2.5 Therefore the aim of this survey was to assess the level of bird usage in the 

vicinity of the proposed Tipner regeneration area (including intertidal areas 

across to the southern shore of Horsea Island), to provide information that will 

enable the determination of potential impacts that may arise as a result of 

redevelopment of this land, particularly in relation to those species for which the 

area is designated. 
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3 LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Relevant Legislation 

3.1 The two principal European Union (EU) Directives relating to nature 

conservation are the EU Habitats Directive (1992)1 and the EU Birds Directive 

(1979)2. Both of these Directives are transposed into National legislation through 

the Conservation (Natural Habitats c.&) Regulations 19943 (as amended). The 

Birds Directive is also implemented through the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

(WCA) 19814 (as amended).  

3.2 The EU Habitats Directive1 makes provision for the designation of wildlife 

conservation areas as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). The EU Birds 

Directive2 makes provision for the designation of conservation areas for rare and 

vulnerable birds as Special Protection Areas (SPA). 

3.3 Portsmouth Harbour qualifies under Article 4.2 (79/409/EEC) of the EU Birds 

Directive as it regularly supports the following species over the winter: 

• Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla (Western Siberia/Western Europe): 

five year (1991/92 – 1995/96) peak mean 2847, equivalent to 0.9% of the population. 

• Dunlin Calidris alpina alpina (Northern Siberia/Europe/Western Africa): five year 

(1991/92 – 1995/96) peak mean 5123, equivalent to 1% of the population in Great 

Britain. 

• Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa islandica (Iceland – breeding): five year (1991/92 – 

1995/96) peak mean 31, equivalent to 0.4% of the population in Great Britain. 

• Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator (North-western/Central Europe): five year 

(1991/92 – 1995/96) peak mean 87, equivalent to 0.9% of the population in Great 

Britain. 
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3.4 Ramsar sites are wetland sites of international importance designated under the 

Ramsar Convention (Ramsar, 1971). 

3.5 Portsmouth Harbour qualifies as Ramsar Site under criterion 6, as it supports 

the following species at levels of international importance in winter: 

• Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla (Western Siberia/Western Europe): 

five year (1998/9 – 2002/3) peak mean 2105, equivalent to 2.1% of the population in 

Great Britain1. 

3.6 In addition, the following species occur at levels of national importance, with 

peak counts in spring/autumn: 

• Little Egret Egretta garzetta (West Mediterranean): five year (1998/9 – 2002/3) peak 

mean 47, representing an average of 2.8% of the population in Great Britain. 

• Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa islandica (Iceland – breeding): five year (1998/9 – 

2002/3) peak mean 343, equivalent to 2.2% of the population in Great Britain1. 

3.7 In addition, the WCA 19814 provides protection to other habitats and species at 

a national level. The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW)5 adds 

additional enforcement, making offences arrestable, increasing time limits for 

some prosecutions and increasing penalties.  

                                                

1 note the apparent discrepancies in figures and percentages relate to different periods that data are drawn from in 
terms of both years and seasons, and reference to percentages of different populations. 
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4 METHODOLOGY  

4.1 Wintering bird surveys were carried out more or less weekly from mid-December 

2009 until the end of March 2010. Each survey lasted approximately three 

hours, and between them covered all states of tide (high, low, rising and 

dropping). The dates of the surveys together with details of tides and weather 

conditions are shown in Table 4-1. 

Table 4-1: Tide and weather conditions during the overwintering birds 

surveys. 

High tide Date 
(2010 unless 

stated) 
Time Height 

Survey 
start 
time 

Tide state Weather summary 

16th Dec 2009  10.59 4.5m 13.50 Dropping 1/8 cloud, still, frosty. 
30th Dec 2009  09.47 4.5m 12.00 Dropping Overcast, light drizzle, cold. 
15th January  11.17 4.4m 12.05 Dropping Overcast, dry and clear. 
20th January  14.01 4.3m 12.40 High Overcast, drizzle, cold. 
27th January  08.31 4.1m 12.00 Dropping 8/8 high cloud, still. 
4th February  14.48 4.5m 11.20 Rising Overcast, murky and mild. 
11th February 09.47 4.1m 12.30 Dropping 4/8 cloud, dry, wind N4. 
18th February 13.35 4.4m 11.45 Rising 8/8 cloud, wind SSE1, 

showers. 
23rd February 05.13 3.9m 11.30 Low 8/8 cloud, wind ENE2, 

showers. 
27th February 10.06 4.6m 11.30 Dropping 7/8 cloud, wind S3, mild. 
6th March 15.09 4.3m 08.45 Low 7-8/8 cloud, wind N1, cold. 
13th March 10.01 4.1m 12.15 Dropping 7/8 cloud, still. 
20th March 13.48 4.4m 09.30 Rising 8/8 cloud, wind S3, 

showers. 
26th March 08.04 4.0m 10.00 Dropping 1/8 cloud, wind S3. 
 
 

4.2 All surveys were carried out by an experienced ornithologist during suitable 

weather conditions (i.e. avoiding extremes of wind or rain), with observations 

being made from a series of viewpoints allowing the greatest coverage of both 

the intertidal and grassland areas. The locations of the viewpoints are shown on 

Plan 3-1. Within Tipner Lake (i.e. to the east of the motorway bridge), counts 

were restricted to the southern third closest to the site. Intertidal areas west of 

Tipner Range (MOD land) were not visible, and therefore not surveyed.  
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4.3 Access to Horsea Island was not possible during the current survey. 

Nevertheless, intertidal areas adjacent to the southern shore of Horsea Island 

were easily surveyed from the Tipner viewpoints, with the aid of a telescope  

4.4 Bird species that were recorded include all those associated with the intertidal 

areas (in practice, all waterfowl, herons, waders and gulls). For each bird 

species present, the numbers of individuals and their activity was recorded, 

together with any movements noted, and any reactions to disturbance (including 

that caused by the surveyor).  

4.5 The occurrence of these species in the improved/amenity grasslands in the area 

were also specifically recorded, with Tipner Range, the playing fields to the east, 

Mountbatten Stadium and the Greyhound Stadium all surveyed (see Plan 4-1). 

‘Land-birds’ only associated with terrestrial habitats were not recorded. 
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Plan 4-1: The Site, showing the viewpoints, approximate recording 

area, and features mentioned in the text.   
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5 RESULTS  

5.1 Thirty species were recorded utilising intertidal areas during the wintering birds 

surveys. A summary of observations for each species is included in the 

systematic list that follows a general overview of activity. The actual numbers of 

each species recorded on each survey are given in Appendix 1. 

Overview  

5.2 At low tide, waterfowl and waders are scattered throughout all areas of intertidal 

mud at relatively low density. Within the survey area, the greatest number and 

variety of birds occurs in Tipner Lake (D on Plan 4-1). Dark-bellied brent goose 

and redshank are the most numerous species (along with black-headed gull), 

with smaller numbers of shelduck, teal, oystercatcher, lapwing, curlew, little 

egret and mute swan. A variety of other species occur rather more erratically or 

only in tiny numbers.  

5.3 The other areas of intertidal mud within the survey area support feeding birds at 

much lower density. The intertidal area adjacent to Horsea Island (A) regularly 

attracts large numbers of gulls, but generally smaller numbers of brent geese 

(up to 35), and usually single-figures of curlew and oystercatcher. Redshank 

usually number fewer than 30, although over 100 were occasionally recorded, 

presumably when birds were disturbed from other areas.  

5.4 At low tide the area adjacent to Tipner School (B) supports up to 77 brent 

geese, 13 redshank, 10 turnstone and one or two oystercatcher, grey plover and 

little egret. The small, enclosed area of mud immediately southwest of the 

motorway bridge (C) supports even fewer birds, with just single figures of mute 

swan, dark-bellied brent goose, redshank and black-headed gull recorded 

intermittently in this area.  

5.5 As the tide rises, the birds are pushed ahead, becoming ever more 

concentrated. Once again Tipner Lake (D) is the most populous area in this part 

of the harbour, as it contains the last intertidal mud to be covered (and the first 

to be uncovered).  
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5.6 At high tide, waders gather together at favoured sites where they roost until the 

water starts to drop again, allowing them to resume foraging. The most 

important roost in the vicinity of the site occurs on the ‘jetty’ and adjacent land 

on the northern edge of the site, east of the motorway (see Plan 4-1). Up to 200 

redshank gather here, with small numbers of a variety of other species, 

particularly lapwing, teal, shelduck, oystercatcher, greenshank and gulls.  

5.7 Diving waterbirds (e.g. goldeneye, red-breasted merganser, great crested and 

little grebes) are present in the area in small numbers, generally rather remote 

from the site, mostly favouring the deeper water to the west of the M275 bridge 

(although little grebe actually favours the area under the bridge itself).  

5.8 All areas of improved grassland in the vicinity are used by grazing dark-bellied 

brent geese, with Tipner Range being the most favoured (also frequented by 

oystercatchers and gulls), followed by the playing fields to the east of Tipner 

Lake and the Mountbatten Stadium, whilst a very small number regularly graze 

within the Greyhound Stadium. 

 

Systematic List  

Mute swan (Cygnus olor) 

5.9 A pair often present at the south end of Tipner Lake, occasionally venturing 

through the bridge to the west.  

Canada goose (Branta canadensis) 

5.10 A pair present on Tipner range at the end of March were presumably en route to 

their nesting site.  

Dark-bellied brent goose (Branta bernicla bernicla)  

5.11 Ever present in the area, with the largest numbers present in the improved/ 

amenity grassland areas, particularly Tipner Range (up to 500), but also the 

Mountbatten Stadium (occasionally up to 200), the playing fields to the east of 
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Tipner Lake (up to 80) and even the rather enclosed Greyhound Stadium 

(regularly up to 11). Birds move between these areas and the open harbour 

randomly and depending on disturbance, and there appears to be regular 

interchange of birds feeding within the recording area (especially Tipner Range) 

and Horsea Island. At low tide, foraging birds are also spread throughout 

intertidal areas in flocks of up to 80, and these are regularly joined by birds from 

the adjacent grassland areas when they are disturbed. 

Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

5.12 Up to ten birds ever present, usually at the southern end of Tipner Lake, 

occasionally venturing west of the bridge.  

Teal (Anas crecca) 

5.13 Small numbers almost invariably recorded within Tipner Lake (i.e. east of the 

motorway), with up to 10 roosting at high tide along the southern shore 

(adjacent to the site), and occasionally larger numbers foraging in the channels 

at low tide, peaking at 27 on 6th March.  

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 

5.14 Evidently only a sporadic visitor to this part of the harbour, with one to five on 

just three dates.  

Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 

5.15 Another rather sporadic visitor to Tipner Lake, with one to seven recorded on 

four dates.  

Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) 

5.16 Small numbers, peaking at eight on 6th March, invariably recorded in the deeper 

water to the west of the bridge, well removed from the site. 
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Red-breasted merganser (Mergus serrator)  

5.17 Up to 12 regularly present, most commonly in the deeper water west of the 

bridge, but occasionally venturing under the bridge into Tipner Lake. 

Little grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) 

5.18 Up to 12 birds permanently present in the vicinity of the motorway bridge, and 

rarely straying too far from it.  

Great crested grebe (Podiceps cristatus)  

5.19 Up to seven birds ever present in the deeper water to the west, rarely straying 

east of the bridge. 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)  

5.20 Small numbers (up to four) ever present in the area, loafing on buoys or posts 

within the harbour and foraging in deep water, usually well removed from the 

site. 

Little egret (Egretta garzetta) 

5.21 Present in very small numbers, with up to three widely scattered throughout 

intertidal areas within and beyond the survey area. 

Grey heron (Ardea cinerea) 

5.22 One or two birds regularly present, usually in the vicinity of the motorway bridge, 

or on the southern shore of Horsea Island. 

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 

5.23 The largest numbers are present on Tipner Range, peaking at 91 on 20th 

January, and evidently venturing elsewhere when the Range is in use. Much 

smaller numbers (generally single figures) are scattered throughout intertidal 

areas.  
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Grey plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

5.24 Up to three birds were recorded on three dates in the intertidal areas adjacent to 

Tipner School. 

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 

5.25 Regularly present at the southern end of Tipner Lake, loafing/feeding on the 

intertidal mud at low tide, and roosting on the edge of, or even within, the site 

itself at high tide. The peak count was 81 on 20th January, and they evidently 

departed for their breeding grounds rather early, being last recorded on 23rd 

February. 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina)  

5.26 A rather erratic visitor to the southern end of Tipner Lake, with two to 26 birds 

present on four dates. 

Black-tailed godwit (Limosa limosa) 

5.27 A very irregular visitor during the current survey, with one to seven birds on just 

three dates. 

Curlew (Numenius arquata) 

5.28 Single-figures ever present, widely scattered throughout intertidal areas, and 

also recorded foraging within Tipner Range. 

Redshank (Tringa totanus)  

5.29 The most numerous wader in this part of the harbour, with up to 200 present, 

widely scattered at low density throughout all intertidal areas at low tide, 

becoming ever more concentrated on the rising tide, gathering in the southern 

section of Tipner Lake, before roosting within Tipner Lake at high tide. The high 

tide roost formerly gathered on the concrete sea wall below the M275 towards 

the northern end of Tipner Lake (pers obs). However, construction works along 

the length of the sea wall have displaced the roost, which now favours the 
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concrete structures adjacent to the site at the southern end of Tipner Lake 

(“Jetty” on Plan 1).  

Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) 

5.30 Three records all relate to a regularly returning wintering bird (which is colour-

ringed) observed roosting with redshanks, or foraging in the channels in Tipner 

Lake. 

Common sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) 

5.31 Two birds evidently wintering in the harbour (this species is normally a summer 

visitor to Britain), they were recorded on three dates in the bay just east of the 

bridge, although evidently spent much time in other areas.  

Turnstone (Arenaria interpres)  

5.32 A small group of around ten birds were present at the west end of the recording 

area at both high and low tide on 18th and 23rd February only (although they may 

perhaps be more regular along the inaccessible shoreline west of the Range).  

Mediterranean gull (Larus melanocephalus) 

5.33 Up to eight birds associating with black-headed gulls between 18th February and 

26th March, the time of year when they are returning to breeding sites (in 

adjacent harbours).  

Black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus) 

5.34 The most abundant species at the site, often foraging in large numbers in both 

intertidal habitats and the adjacent improved grassland (and moving back in to 

Tipner Lake if disturbed). Counts were usually in the range of 115 to 400, with a 

peak of 665 on 27th February. 
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Common gull (Larus canus)  

5.35 Rather variable numbers present in both intertidal areas and improved 

grassland, usually associating with black-headed gulls. Numbers peaked 

dramatically in late February/early March, with 100 on 27th February. 

Lesser black-backed gull (Larus fuscus)  

5.36 An erratic visitor to the recording area, with one to three on three dates. 

Herring gull (Larus argentatus)  

5.37 Single figures usually present throughout intertidal areas, and occasionally in 

grassland areas, where there were occasionally higher numbers, peaking at 33 

on 27th February. 

Great black-backed gull (Larus marinus)  

5.38 Up to three birds on three dates, usually present on buoys/structures within the 

harbour west of the bridge. 
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6 DISCUSSION 

6.1 Gulls, especially black-headed gull, are abundant and extremely mobile 

throughout the recording area and beyond. They are relatively tolerant of 

humans, and are not part of the reason for designation of the area. Hence they 

are not considered further in this report.  

6.2 The current distribution of birds is largely determined by existing levels of human 

disturbance. As there is currently no access to the shoreline along the edge of 

the site on the southern shore of Tipner Lake, this area can be utilised by all 

species at all states of tide, including as a high tide roost. This latter feature is 

now particularly relevant since seawall replacement works alongside the 

motorway displaced the previous location favoured by the high tide roost in the 

northern half of Tipner Lake.  

6.3 Along the eastern shore of Tipner Lake, birds can forage only as close as they 

feel comfortable given the levels of human disturbance in these areas (a 

footpath/cycle-way running the entire length of the eastern shore): for example, 

dark-bellied brent geese are relatively tolerant of human presence, and forage 

reasonably close to the promenade. Other species forage further away, but the 

intertidal mud is extensive enough to allow sufficient distance for these species. 

6.4 West of the motorway bridge there is very restricted public access to the 

shoreline, and consequently these areas are relatively little disturbed (the birds 

often being disturbed by the appearance of the surveyor during the current 

survey). Nevertheless, these areas are used to a much lesser extent by birds, 

presumably due to less optimal foraging compared to Tipner Lake. The small 

area of mud immediately west of the bridge (C) is the least used, presumably 

not helped by the fact that it is very small and rather enclosed. 

European Designation Species – International Importance 

6.5 Dark-bellied Brent Goose is the only species wintering in Portsmouth Harbour in 

numbers that are internationally important, with in excess of 2000 present. Up to 

519 were recorded during the survey, although between 100-200 was more 
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usual. Nevertheless this represents a significant proportion of the Dark-bellied 

Brent Geese present in the harbour. 

6.6 The majority of the Brent Geese recorded during the surveys were grazing in the 

amenity grassland areas of Tipner Range (up to 500), the Mountbatten Stadium 

(up to 200) and Alexandra Park playing fields (up to 80) – all of which lie outside 

the regeneration site, and should therefore remain available to Brent Geese. 

There would be no impact to Tipner Range (the most important foraging area for 

Brent Geese in the area) as a result of the regeneration, as it is MOD land. 

Impacts to the other areas as a result of increased population in the area are 

also likely to be insignificant. 

6.7 An insignificant number of Brent Geese (up to 11) were also recorded foraging 

within the Greyhound Stadium, which lies within the regeneration site, although 

at the time of writing this has already been demolished. The stadium was always 

too small and enclosed ever to provide foraging for any greater number of 

geese, and the loss of this foraging is considered to be of negligible significance. 

6.8 Brent Geese were also recorded throughout the intertidal areas in flocks of up to 

80, and were joined by birds from adjacent grassland areas when these were 

disturbed. As already noted, Brent Geese are relatively tolerant of human 

presence, and the level of disturbance resulting from the proposals would 

depend on the development frontage in these areas. 
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European Designation Species – National Importance 

6.9 Both Dunlin and Black-tailed Godwit are present in Portsmouth Harbour in 

nationally important numbers. However, both were found to be irregular visitors 

to the recording area, in insignificant numbers, and clearly prefer to utilise other 

areas of the harbour. Impacts to these species arising from the Tipner 

regeneration are therefore considered to be negligible. 

6.10 Red-breasted Mergansers occur in Portsmouth Harbour in nationally important 

numbers (a peak mean of 87), and up to 12 were recorded regularly during the 

surveys. However, these were always in the deeper water, far removed from the 

site, and impacts to this species arising from the Tipner regeneration are 

therefore considered to be negligible. 

6.11 Little Egrets occur in Portsmouth Harbour in nationally important numbers, with 

a peak mean of 47 in 1998/9-2002/3, which has subsequently risen to 766. In 

the recording area it occurs only in very small numbers, with a maximum of 

three recorded. Due to the relatively solitary nature of the species it is likely that 

the harbour’s population is scattered at low density throughout the harbour, and 

impacts to this species arising from the Tipner regeneration are therefore 

considered to be negligible. 

Other Species 

6.12 The most significant feature of the remaining species is the high tide roost of 

Redshanks currently favouring the jetty and its immediate environs at the 

southern end of Tipner Lake adjacent to the site. The roost supports up to 200 

Redshanks (well short of the threshold of national importance, which is 1200 

birds), plus small numbers of a variety of other species, including Shelduck, Teal 

and Lapwing. As mentioned above, the Redshank roost used to favour the 

seawall beneath the M275 in the northern half of Tipner Lake, but during the 

current survey had been displaced from this location by seawall replacement 

works. In due course, the roost may return to its former location. However, 

impacts as a result of the proposals need to be considered in the local context. 
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6.13 The other species recorded in the area occurred in insignificant numbers, either 

erratically or in areas well removed from the site. 

Potential Impacts 

6.14 Without precise details of proposals, it is not possible to determine resulting 

impacts. As mentioned above under ‘European Designation Species – 

International Importance’, the main potential impact that may affect Dark-bellied 

Brent Geese would be to the small numbers foraging in all of the intertidal areas 

(as opposed to the larger numbers foraging in amenity grassland). 

6.15 Potential impacts to species of National Importance are likely to be negligible, 

due to the small numbers of these species utilising this part of Portsmouth 

Harbour. The most significant potential impact to the remaining species is the 

potential loss of the high tide roost at the southern end of Tipner Lake. 

6.16 Hence, in general terms, it is the treatment of the shoreline within the 

regeneration proposals that will determine the likely level of impact in these 

areas. Open access to the shoreline at the southern end of Tipner Lake would 

have the most significant impact, to an area that is currently undisturbed. In 

particular, the high tide roost on the jetty would be lost, although this could be 

mitigated by provision of an alternative roost site elsewhere in the vicinity. It may 

be the case that the roost may return to the sea wall below the M275, once 

construction works have finished in that area. Nevertheless, an alternative roost, 

such as a suitable shingle island or similar, located to the south of the sculpture 

in Tipner Lake, should be readily occupied by redshanks and other species. 

6.17 An absence of, or restricted or screened, access, to all of the areas adjacent to 

intertidal mud would obviously have less impact than open access. 

6.18 As far as bridge alignment between the site and Horsea Island is concerned, 

impacts arising would depend on the type of bridge that is proposed. As long as 

it were a similar height to the existing motorway bridge, i.e. allowing enough 

space for the birds to fly underneath, then neither of the proposed alignments is 

preferable to the other. A bridge requiring its ‘feet in the mud’ would necessitate 
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actual take of intertidal habitat, although this would most likely be of negligible 

significance to birds foraging in this habitat. 
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8 APPENDIX 1

 
 
Species 
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13
/3

/1
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20
/3

/1
0 

26
/3

/1
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Mute swan - - 2 - - - - 2 2 2 1 - 2 2 
Canada 

goose 
- - - - - - - - - - - - 2 2 

Brent goose 180 200 115 162 190 140 162 519 100 337 119 177 67 7 
Brent goose 180 200 115 162 190 140 162 519 100 337 119 177 67 7 
Shelduck 3 2 2 10 4 10 8 - 7 3 1 3 2 2 
Teal 9 - - 5 4 4 7 12 8 11 27 20 9 - 
Mallard - - 1 - - - -  - - 5 - 3 - 
Shoveler - 7 7 - 1 - - - - - 2 - - - 
Goldeneye - - 1 - - 1 - 3 - 1 8 3 - - 
R-b 

mergan
ser 

12 10 11 - 4 - - 7 - 2 7 2 4 9 

Little grebe - 5 12 12 6 9 7 5 10 4 10 6 7 4 
Great c grebe 7 1 1 - - 1 1 1 3 2 3 3 7 7 
Cormorant 2 4 - 2 1 - - 1 - - 2 2 1 - 
Little egret 3 - - - 2 - 1 - 1 - 2 1 - 1 
Grey heron - 1 1 - 1 - 1 - 2 2 2 1 - 1 
Oystercatcher 2 64 24 93 8 8 18 23 46 8 10 3 7 4 
Grey plover - - - - - - - 1 - 2 3 - - - 
Lapwing 4 25 - 81 21 70 38 34 2 - - - - - 
Dunlin 26 - - 11 - 2 5 - - - - - - - 
Black-t 

godwit 
- - 1 - - - 7 - - - 3 - - - 

Curlew 4 7 2 1 5 7 2 1 5 1 8 - 9 1 
Redshank 127 73 - 112 24 129 62 200 58 111 72 75 68 100 
Greenshank - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - 1 
Common 

sand. 
1 - - - - - - - - - - 2 - 1 

Turnstone - - - - - - - 9 10 - - - - - 
Med. gull - - - - - - - 8 3 3 2 2 - 1 
Black-h gull 140 400 43 217 50 115 129 235 370 665 180 267 200 162 
Common gull - - - - - 1 - 18 24 100 41 37 8 4 
Lesser b-b 

gull 
- - 1 3 - 2 - - - - - - - - 

Herring gull 1 1 - - 5 5 10 2 - 33 7 19 5 11 
Great b-b gull - - - - - - - - - 3 - 2 - 3 

 

 


