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1:0 INTRODUCTION

This guideline publication covering the
Mile End Conservation Area is one of a
series covering conservation areas in
Portsmouth and providing guidance on
each area. It is intended to provide
supplementary planning guidance to
the Portsmouth City Local Plan 2001-
2011. Policy DC10 Conservation Areas
is relevant.

Conservation areas were first created
after the Civic Amenities Act 1967 and
are defined as “...... areas of special
architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance”.
Conservation areas do not imply an
opposition to alteration, but rather the
positive management of change
through preservation, environmental
improvement and sympathetic new

design.

Mile End was designated a
conservation area in 1970, and
contains a group of early 19" Century
buildings which retain their character.
The area still possesses a remnant of
Old Commercial Road which, up to the
1960’s, was the main road into the
centre of the City. Mile End is famous
as being the birthplace of Charles
Dickens and the area is otherwise
known as the "Charles Dickens”
Conservation Area.
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2:0 HISTORY

Mile End developed along what was
once known as ‘Old London Road,
which was the main highway leading
from the centre of Portsmouth and
northwards out of Portsea Island. The
settlement derived its name from the
fact that it was one mile from Landport
Gate, a main entrance to the old town
of Portsmouth.

By the early 19th Century, expansion
took place outside of the Gate and
spread along the highway. It consisted
mainly of humble dwellings for the
dockyard workers and was named
‘Landport’ after the Gate.

By 1806 development had reached
Mile End where more prosperous
dwelling houses were constructed for
the middle classes. Four of the
houses, still extant, were built by
William Pearce, a solicitor who lived
adjacent to his new development. In
1809, John and Elizabeth Dickens
moved to one of Pearce’s houses (No
393) having obtained work in
Portsmouth. Their son, Charles
Dickens was born there on the 7
February 1812. The couple and their
child left Portsmouth two years later.
Portsmouth Town Council bought the
house in 1903 and it has been
maintained as a museum.

= . ._

Old London Road became Commercial
Road in the mid-19" Century and
contained the largest commercial area
in Portsmouth at that time.

Within the Mile End Terrace, a chapel
was constructed in 1884, and a corn
windmill, situated behind it to the rear
of Mill Lane, became redundant and
was demolished at this time.

With the pedestrianisation of
Commercial Road came the building of
the Mile End Road in the early 1970’s.
Old Commercial Road became a
pocket of Georgian and Victorian
development, the layout of which has
remained largely unchanged for over a
century.

Since 1970 the City Council has
undertaken enhancement projects to
improve the character and appearance
of the area, involving tree planting, the
introduction of complimentary street
furniture and the building of a
‘boundary wall’ to segregate the area
from adjacent modern development
and traffic.

1OLD COMM

k
o

P!




TR © TR 770 R o 2o R
TR < "_?f....,,..u....m.w,,,,mﬁ.\& .%m..%_..wa..“.»m %&«.ww,...,..f B
N N Nl SR X
o I“»MNM, L W !t..ﬁ?.f// it ,.‘.,,M_\s....oe? . e.p..nﬁ«ﬁ.%&%hw..
vlf‘.., A . Mrlf ........... .oo b .....,.....
B ,..,5///// L Oafy Ny SO R
N SR\ ?..,,//.ﬁ..s. Y 5 AN
RN .
e N X
B )

Reproduced from the 1898 Ordnance Survey Map
Not to scale

© Crown Copyright PCC Licence No. LA 078999 2003

g
A ,,fa, ARRARK




3:0 CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE

The Mile End Conservation Area lies to
the north of The Commercial Road
Shopping Precinct. It comprises a cul-
de-sac solely serving the residents of
the area and visitors to the Charles
Dickens Birthplace Museum. This road
is approached from the east via
Victoria Street. The area is contained
by a boundary wall, trees and
buildings, forming a segmented pocket
of historic character.

The conservation area is separated
from modern development by the
boundary wall which blocks off Old
Commercial Road at its southern end
and serves both as a pedestrian
entranceway into the conservation area
and as a screen to mask the area from
modern development.  The former
Oliver Twist public house, at the
southern end of the area, begins the
buildings on the western side of Old
Commercial Road. It is a three-storey
building rendered in a light cream
colour and was enlarged and rebuilt in
the 1970's. As with most of the
buildings on this side of the road (with
the exception of nos. 385, 391 and the
chapel) the structure is topped by a
hipped roof surrounded by a parapet
wall.

377-383 Old Commercial Road -
a terrace of four buildings faced in
white brick

Next to this is a group of four terraced
houses faced with white brick (nos.
377-383). Each one is of three-storeys
and contains a cornice and parapet.
Original doors and sash windows are
also present making these dwellings a
splendid example of Georgian
architecture. A canted bay window has
been added to No. 381.

The neighbouring building (no 385) is a
mid-19"™ Century construction with two
storeys, beige painted brick and a
gabled roof.

Another terrace of two houses (nos.
387 and 389) lies between the
buildings and the chapel. These are
similar to the 377-383 group apart from
their red brick facing and 389 has
bowed windows.

Former Mile End Chapel now an Art
Studio

Abutting Mill Lane is a late 19" Century
chapel of red brick with stone
dressings. The construction has a




decorated gabled front and two aisles.

house which was occupied by William
Pearce who built Mile End Terrace

The Regency house (No. 391) to the
north of the chapel is an early 19™
Century building of two storeys
comprising of two elegant bays framing
the front door under a cast iron
balcony. The first owner of this house
(William Pearce) developed the four
neighbouring dwellings which are
known as ‘Mile End Terrace'.
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Charles Dickens

391 Old Commercial Road — a Regency

393-399 Old Commercial Road - Mile
End terrace including the birthplace of

This is a large red brick structure
comprising four separate residences
with two storeys, sash windows and
elegant mouldings around the front
doors. One of these houses, no 393, is
a Grade | Listed Building and is the
birthplace of Charles Dickens. All of the
above buildings contribute greatly to
the character of the area, and are
Listed Buildings.

At the northern end of Old Commercial
Road is a modern development with a
gabled roof and sash windows closing
the view to the north. It employs
sympathetic design to blend in with the
general appearance of the streetscene.

Next to the boundary wall on the
opposite side to the former Oliver Twist
public house, is a grand building
named Charles Dickens Court. Even
though it contains a grand and
classical facade and sash windows, it
is an example of recent construction
employing the original design facade
but with modern rebuilding behind.
The whole effect of this building is
enhanced by six Lime trees set before
it in the front garden.

396-400 Old Commercial Road — a
red brick terrace



Moving northward, two buildings (nos.
390 and 392) stand adjacent to Charles
Dickens Court. These are two-storey
red brick buildings of vernacular design,
crowned by a hipped roof. Across
Victoria Street and facing the chapel, is
a terrace block of four red brick two-
storey dwellings. These buildings are all
Victorian period.

Neighbouring this development, is the
rear of the Convent of St Mary’s. This is
an early 20" Century building of
sympathetic design, mostly screened
from view by five Lime trees set next to
the road.

No 406 is the final building on this road
and lies to the north side of the Convent.
Again, this is a red brick building with
sash windows and a hipped roof.

All of the buildings mentioned above go
to create the character of the street.
This appearance is enhanced by the
limited, but obvious, presence of
cobbles, historic street furniture (such as
bollards and Victorian street lamps) and
assorted trees.

The conservation area in Victoria Street
also contains the sides of buildings
already mentioned (i.e. nos. 392 and
394) and two red brick pillars of modern
design, which, like the wall in Old
Commercial Road, act as an
entranceway to the area.

Finally, the conservation area continues
behind Providence House and into a
pleasant modern development of flats
named Providence Court. This is a
three-storey building built in brown brick
which abuts onto the remaining area of
the Convent to its north. Both the
Convent and Providence Court end in a
small private car park.



4 THE PROBLEMS

The main problem facing the
conservation area is that of
unsympathetic redevelopment or
alteration. The main elements that
contribute to the area’s character are
still largely intact, but if unsuited
materials were introduced (such as
indiscriminate double-glazing or
modern roof tiles) the distinctive

character of Mile End would be
reduced.

It would seem, therefore, that a set of
guidelines is needed to protect and
enhance this conservation area against
further potentially damaging
development.

Balcony at 391 Old Commercial Road




5.0 GUIDELINES

(8 EXTERNAL WALL

MATERIALS

Many of the buildings in this
conservation area contain their original
brick facing. It is desirable that these
are retained as opposed to painting or
rendering the brickwork. Where there
are stone dressings (such as the
chapel) it is again desirable to retain
these in their original form.

All the brickwork of the Victorian
buildings (save the chapel) are of
Flemish bonding, indicative of a strong
construction. The chapel is of English
bonding which produces a similar wall
strength.

It may be needful for repointing to be
carried out where the mortar is loose
and crumbling. Where this is done it is
desirable that an historic mortar mix
(containing sand and lime) rather than
modern cement (which is less tolerant
to small movements in old buildings) is
used, and the pointing would need to
be slightly recessed from the wall face
S0 as to emphasise the brick.

Guidelines

i) The City Council will
encourage the retention and
repair of existing and original
external finishes using
matching and where possible.

i) The City Council will
encourage the retention and
repair of decorative features
on all buildings such as
architraves, gauged brickwork
and parapet walls.

(b) FRONT DOORS

Doorcase at Dickens Museum

As most of the buildings were
constructed as a uniform terrace, the
front doors are similar. All of the front
doors in the area are of contemporary
design if not the originals.

The doors comprise four large and two
small recessed panels (some panels
are windows).

It is desirable that, where the original
door is not present, it is replaced with
a historical replica to maintain the
character of the area. UPVC and
metal doors should be avoided as they
detract from the historic character.

Guidelines

)] The City Council will
encourage the retention/
reinstatement or sympathetic
replacement external front
doors.

i) The City Council will
discourage the use of doors




of inappropriate size, design
or material.

iii)  The City Council will
discourage the use of UPVC,
aluminium and other
inappropriate materials or
finishes to doors.

(c) EXTENSIONS

Front facing extensions and roof
additions will not normally be allowed.
Rear extensions should not overpower
the character of the original rear
elevations.

Most extensions would require
planning permission. Where an
extension is needed it should
compliment the original building
through use of similar external
materials, brick bonding, window styles
and decorative dressings.

Guidelines

i) The City Council will
discourage extensions and
roof additions where they
would have an adverse visual
effect on the existing building
or streetscene.

i) The City Council will
encourage sympathetic
design, materials and features
where extensions are
permitted.

(d) WINDOWS

Most of the buildings contain timber
sliding sash windows. These are of a
contemporary design to the
surrounding Georgian and Victorian
architecture. A notable exception are
the UPVC windows in the Convent.

UPVC and aluminium windows do not
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integrate very well into historic
buildings .

Where proper sash windows do not
exist, it would be desirable to reinstate
such windows.

Guidelines

i) The City Council will
encourage the retention,
repair and reinstatement of
timber sliding sash windows
where they exist or once
existed.

i) The City Council will
encourage use of matching
timber sliding sash windows

where new windows are
necessary.
iii) The City Council will

discourage the use of UPVC
and metal windows, as well as
timber windows of
unsympathetic design.

Shallow two storey bow window
Old Commercial Road
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‘Fareham pots’
Old Commercial Road

() ROOFS

The roofing in this area was, and still
remains, predominantly, red clay tiles
and grey slate. Where there have been
modern roofing materials introduced
(the Convent) they are seen to detract
from the character of the area. It is
desirable that the original roofing is
retained and appropriately repaired
throughout the conservation area.

Guidelines

1) The City Council will
encourage the retention, and
appropriate repair of existing
natural slate and clay roof
coverings.

i) The City Council will
encourage the use of plain
clay roof tiles, matching
natural slate or an appropriate
artificial slate, where roofing is
necessary.

iii)  The City Council will
discourage the wuse of
concrete tiles.

iv) The City Council will
discourage new dormers in
roofs and extensions to
existing ones.

(f) BOUNDARY WALLS AND
RAILINGS

Where buildings have front garden
plots, these are separated, traditionally,
by a small boundary wall surmounted
by cast iron railings. The removal of a
front facing boundary wall should
always be avoided.

Guidelines

i)  The City Council will encourage
the retention and restoration of
existing original boundary
walls, railings and gates.

ii) The City Council will
discourage the removal of
boundary walls, railings and
gates.

iii)  The City Council will encourage
the reinstatement of original
walls, railings and gates where
the original no longer exists.

(@) PAINTING

It is undesirable to paint existing
brickwork. Where surfaces are
rendered, a pastel hue normally
harmonises better with its surroundings
than a strong colour.

Appropriate colours, for features, are
white for window frames and black for
gutters and drainpipes. Where a
drainpipe covers a rendered surface,
then it is usual to paint these the same
colour as the render.

Railings and gates should be painted
black. Some white railings exist and
tend to produce a negative effect on the
area.
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Guidelines

1) The City Council will
encourage the retention of all

brickwork as an exterior
finish.
i) The City Council will

encourage the use of pastel
hues with smooth finishes
where painting is appropriate.

iii)  The City Council will
encourage the painting of
doors and window frames as
opposed to staining or
varnishing. White and cream
are the most appropriate
colours for this purpose.

(h) DEMOLITION
REDEVELOPMENT

AND

It is undesirable to demolish buildings
or parts of buildings which possess
character or architectural interest.
Substantial redevelopment in the
conservation area would not seem to
be plausible. There would be a
presumption against the replacement
of existing pre-20™ Century buildings
with new properties.

Guidelines

i) The City Council will oppose
the demolition of buildings or
parts of buildings which
contribute to the character of
the conservation area.

i) The City Council will oppose
redevelopment of existing
properties unless it can be
demonstrated that the
redevelopment would
positively enhance the
character or appearance of
the conservation area.
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(i) STREET FURNITURE
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Tram track and granite setts, Old
Commercial Road

Mile End has undergone an
enhancement scheme with Victorian
style street lighting, bollards and street
narrowing. It is desirable to further
enhance the area where possible with
small scale works (i.e. replacing the
“Victoria Street” sign with a historic
tiled version) and to remove features
that detract from the area.

Listed Horse Trough, Old Commercial
Road

In 2001 the City Council approved a
guidance document:- Roads and
Street Furniture in Historic Areas.

This relates to roads, paving, street
lighting, street furniture and other
related matters in conservation areas
together with other areas of historic



