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1. INTRODUCTION
area has a number of direct legal
consequences,
including
specific
procedures for planning applications,
the control both of any demolition work
to the building itself and works to trees.
These areas are covered in more detail
later in this document.

Victoria Park looking towards St. John’s
Roman Catholic Cathedral

These guidelines cover the Victoria
Park conservation area and are the first
guidelines to be published since its
boundaries were radically redrawn in
2004. It is one of a series covering
conservation areas in Portsmouth and
providing guidance on each area, and
is intended to provide supplementary
planning guidance to the Portsmouth
City Local Plan 2001-2011.
Since the Civic Amenities Act 1967,
local planning authorities have been
required to decide which parts of their
area “are of special architectural or
historic interest, the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance,” and to designate
them as conservation areas.
In an environment as sensitive as a
conservation area, planning has a key
role to play in emphasising the
character and appearance of the entire
area, overseeing a careful balance
between preservation and improvement
of the existing historic environment,
while promoting sympathetic new
development.

Designated in 1973, the Victoria Park
conservation area also comprises the
Guildhall and its environs, University of
Portsmouth buildings and St. John’s
Roman Catholic Cathedral.
In 1996, an extension to the
conservation area was agreed to
include the whole of Guildhall Walk, the
remainder of Guildhall Square including
the Norrish Central Library, and the
new extension to the University's St.
Michael's Building. A further extension
in 2004 incorporated elements formerly
in the Portsea conservation area,
including Milldam and the Portland and
Richmond buildings, while HMS Nelson
was removed.
The guidelines established in this
document aim to prevent any
deterioration of the visual character of
this townscape and to consolidate and
enhance its contribution to the wider
city centre. They will also provide a
framework for the justification of
planning decisions in the conservation
area.
Sections 2 and 3 describe the
composition and character of the area,
and sections 4 and 5 address current
issues relating to conservation and
design in the area, setting out
suggested guidelines for residents,
prospective
purchasers
and
developers.

The designation of a street or series of
streets or spaces as a conservation
1

Reproduced from the 1898 Ordnance Survey Map - Not To Scale

©Crown Copyright PCC Licence No. LA 100019671 2004
The Victoria Park area in 1898

Guildhall Square, 1968
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2. HISTORY
The present conservation area is
located on land reclaimed from
Portsea’s ramparts, moats and glacis
(the gentle slope to the fortifications).
Following the construction of a new ring
of fortresses on Portsdown, Gosport
and at Spithead, these ramparts were
removed in the 1870s (except for a
section along the seafront). This
provided an opportunity for new links to
be made between Old Portsmouth,
Portsea and Landport, and prompted a
wave of new development.
The Anglesey Barracks, which were
previously located within the city
ramparts, spread out over the old glacis
towards Landport, using the land for
sporting facilities and parade grounds.
In 1893, the Drill Hall (now naval
gymnasium) was built for the Duke of
Connaught's Wessex Regiment, and at
around the turn of the century, the rest
of the land east of the barracks was
developed.
Victoria Park was laid out on the former
glacis and adjacent open land of the
Portsea ramparts, and formally opened
in 1878. The park is a fine example of
late-19th century municipal landscaping
with belts of vegetation screening the
park from surrounding roads and
buildings. A collection of monuments
were moved to the park from various
sites around the city, including a
miniature marble Chinese temple of
1899-1902 commemorating the HMS
Orlando.

reflect the growing status of the city,
plans were drawn up by William Hill of
Leeds (architect of Bolton Town Hall) in
his trademark monumental style.
Completed in 1890, the Guildhall was
gutted by bombs in World War II and
subsequently restored to its present
design by E. Barry Webber, although
the interior is entirely post-war.
In the 1870s, the Roman Catholic
community decided to build a new
church and held a competition for a
design based on the Edinburgh Road
site. John Crawley won the competition
with his design for a large-aisled
cruciform church with a tall spire. The
Diocese formed in 1882, with the first
bishop consecrated in an unfinished
cathedral.
Very little development took place in the
area after 1905 until the 1960s. In
1969,
Portsmouth
College
of
Technology and the College of Art and
Design merged to form Portsmouth
Polytechnic. The new college took over
the land south of the Wardroom and a
number of modern buildings were
developed. At the same time, a
masterplan for the redevelopment of
the Guildhall area was produced,
proposing a reconfiguration of traffic
circulation and the creation of a public
open space around the Guildhall. This
plan was implemented in the 1970s,
when the civic and academic area
centred around the Guildhall and Civic
Offices was developed.

At around the same time, the concept
of civic pride was growing in Victorian
Britain. In 1879, it was decided that the
City of Portsmouth required a new
municipal building and, in keeping with
the grand designs of the period, and to
3
1

3. VISUAL CHARACTER

The Guildhall

This conservation area is made up of a
number of distinct districts, each
defined mainly by its land use.
VICTORIA PARK
Victoria Park provides a calm and
relaxing environment within a city
centre site.
Its Victorian origin is
evident in its design and layout, with
belts of vegetation providing shelter
from the noise and activity outside,
whilst still allowing views of prominent
features through the trees. A series of
paths meander through the park with a
main axis route running north-west to
south-east. An aviary and small caged
animals compound are situated
centrally within the park. There is also
a small art gallery and coffee shop at
the Portsea end, housed in the 1879built Park Lodge.
GUILDHALL SQUARE
This area was subject to substantial
redevelopment in the 1970s following
the Lord Esher Masterplan of 1970.
The main focal point of the area is
Guildhall Square, a large open space
4

King Henry I Street

bounded on three sides by civic
buildings, completed in 1976. The
Guildhall towers magnificently over the
square with the steps of the Civic
Offices mirroring those of the Guildhall.
The square is a well thought-out space
that has aged fairly well, with
pedestrians passing between the
Commercial Road area and the civic
and university buildings.
GUILDHALL WALK
Guildhall Walk is the focus of
Portsmouth’s evening economy and its
ground floor units consist almost
entirely of bars and pubs. By day, the
street is a pleasant tree-lined
thoroughfare with a number of
noteworthy
historic
buildings,
particularly on the western side,
providing variety in the building line.
Highlights among these include the
Prudential Assurance building, a
handsome red brick and terracotta
building by Alfred Waterhouse and
completed in 1891. Slightly further
down is the Theatre Royal, built in
1854 and rebuilt in 1884 and 1900,
with intact interior decoration that

1964 proposals for the Guildhall, as viewed from the direction of the art college

1970 proposal to pedestrianise Guildhall Walk, as viewed towards Guildhall Square
5

features
nautical
and
seafaring
emblems. Pavements have been
widened, allowing café tables to spill
out and create an active dimension to
the streetscene.
KING HENRY I STREET
This cul-de-sac is finished off with a
circular feature in stone setts. The
northern side of the street is
impressive, comprising the side facade
of the Guildhall and the University's
Park Building. On the opposite side,
the red brick Victorian buildings have
been converted to pubs, a great
improvement on their formerly disused,
boarded-up appearance.
Throughout this area, paving blocks
and setts have been laid down which
add colour and texture to the
floorscape. Enhancement schemes
also included the instalment of new
lighting posts and litter bins.
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE

The Roman Catholic Cathedral at dusk

6

EVANGELIST
The Roman Catholic Cathedral stands
on an island amidst fairly major traffic
routes, particularly to the north-west
and east. The buildings associated with
the cathedral are located behind,
sheltered somewhat from the traffic by
mature trees and shrubs. The area in
front of the cathedral has been
landscaped with shallow-rise steps
helping to emphasise the main
entrance. The twin spires of the
cathedral finish a view up Queen Street
flanked by the HMS Nelson walls and
Victoria Park.
The Roman Catholic Cathedral has
become as notable a part of the city
centre’s landscape at night as it is by
day, as a result of an effective
illumination scheme implemented in
the late 1990s.
UNIVERSITY OF PORTSMOUTH
CAMPUS
University buildings were built on
military land to the south of the
Wardroom. These buildings are mainly
1970s blocks cramped onto the
triangular site. Enhancement of the
streetscene is evident in Lion Terrace
which has provided a small open space
in front of the Buckingham Building.
Modern landscape design has been
combined
with
more
traditional
floorscape materials to provide a
pleasant seating area. A small row of
old military cottages is situated on
Burnaby Road. These cottages have
remained
unaltered
and
again,
floorscape
improvements
have
included stone paving slabs with stone
set details providing texture to the
pavement. This site is linked to the
buildings in King Henry I Street via a
footbridge over Anglesea Road.
The two latest additions to both the
campus and this conservation area

constitute
some
of
the
best
contemporary architecture in both the
university and the city as a whole. The
Portland
Building
(1995)
and
Richmond Building (2003) push the
campus further out west. The former is
characterised by excellent use of light
thoughout the building, bold modern
lines and an inviting and well-designed

courtyard. The latter’s vivid flourishes
of colour between the window
panels—echoed in the new seating to
the front of the building—have made
the building a compelling addition to
the Portsmouth skyline.

The Richmond Building, University of Portsmouth

7

4. PROBLEMS
Lacklustre civic area
As the city’s civic centre and
showpiece area, Guildhall Square and
environs underperform as public
spaces, characterised by off-the-peg
street furniture that is subsequently
poorly maintained, and a generally
tired look and feel.
A large amount of traffic signage
seems to be unnecessarily placed in
this area and is obtrusive on the
townscape. Many of these signs have
been fixed onto lighting posts directly in
front
of
architecturally
valuable
buildings.
Architecturally, Guildhall Square does
pass
muster.
Aside
from
the
impressive façade of the Guildhall
itself, the Norrish Central Library is
possibly the best post-war building in
the city, and the flank of civic offices
from which this document is produced

have
aged
well,
still
looking
contemporary nearly thirty years after
completion.
Given these assets, it is a shame
Guildhall Square isn’t better exploited
to provide a focal point for the city
centre and a place of round-the-clock
activity, rather than a transient space
that people only use to go from part of
the city centre to another.
Road barriers
The conservation area is spliced by the
the city’s busiest roads, diminishing its
sense of cohesiveness. Anglesea
Road in particular constitutes a barrier
between the
Victoria Park and
Guildhall Areas and the Anglesea
Precinct
of
the
University
of
Portsmouth campus, which would
otherwise feel like more of an
extension of a city centre already
regarded by most as too small.

Bottom left: Anglesea Road forms a barrier between the Guildhall and Victoria Park area, and the
University’s Anglesea Precinct.
All other photos: low quality street furniture and poor maintenance pervade the Guildhall area.
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5. GUIDELINES
The overall aim is to preserve and,
where appropriate, enhance the
conservation area. This section sets
out reasons why individual elements
are considered important and presents
guidelines in respect of each item with
particular
reference
to
historic
buildings.

1) BUILDINGS
a) Wall finishes/cladding
There are many brick-built buildings
within the conservation area. Rendered
buildings are also common in the area,
and the grand civic buildings are built
of stone ashlar.
Fortunately, most buildings in this area
have maintained their original finish
and escaped inappropriate cladding or
painting.
Painting
of
individual
properties in a brick terrace can detract
from the appearance of the whole
terrace. Burnaby Road is an excellent
example of a brick-built terrace which
has been maintained as a unified
group of buildings.
Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention and conservation of
existing and original external wall
finishes as appropriate, and it will
actively discourage the introduction
of materials such as imitation stone
cladding,
textured
rendered
finishes and plastic weather
boarding which are inappropriate to
the particular property or to the
character of the area.

ii) The city council will discourage the
painting of surfaces such as stone

and brickwork where this was not
originally intended, and where
already painted, will encourage the
painting of terraced properties in a
uniform manner.
b) Doors
The majority of doors on historic
buildings are wooden. There is a wide
range of door patterns, however, and
most doors are panelled with a variety
of detailing. This variety of door pattern
creates a character of its own which
should be maintained rather than there
being a standard pattern established.
A major threat to the area's character is
the substitution of the original doors
with modern standardised wood doors
such as those with an integral fanlight,
and those constructed of UPVC or
metal.
Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention or reinstatement of
original or sympathetic external
front doors and will discourage the
use of doors of inappropriate size,
design or material.

ii) The city council will discourage the
use of UPVC, aluminium, stained
wood or other inappropriate
materials or finishes.
c) Windows
Most older properties in the area have
painted sliding sash timber windows of
various patterns, although some have
been replaced with timber casement
windows. Where the introduction of
modern materials - such as UPVC,
9

aluminium and stained (rather than
painted) wood - has occurred, this has
had an adverse effect on the
appearance of the area.

Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention and use of traditional
roofing materials (such as slate)
and discourage the use of
unsympathetic modern roofing
materials such as interlocking
concrete tiles.

ii)

Roof details such as ridge tiles and
decorative slates/tiles should be
retained whenever possible.

Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention and repair of existing
traditional window types, details
and materials.

ii) The city council will discourage the
use of UPVC, aluminium and other
inappropriate materials or finishes
in the area.
d) Roofs
Most roofs on historic buildings in
Portsmouth are covered with natural
slates or clay tiles. However, many
have been replaced by modern
concrete tiles. The use of a variety of
different coloured tiles can have a
discordant visual effect, especially on
the more formal terraces. Sometimes
modern tiles are heavier than
traditional slates or tiles, which may
cause damage to the roof structures of
older buildings.
Roof details such as ridge tiles, finials,
decorative shaped slates or tiles and
patterns are also important and should
be retained wherever possible, or
salvaged and re-used if the roof has to
be replaced.
Roof extensions often lead to the loss
of existing historic fabric such as
pitched roofs and chimneys. They can
also lead to an unacceptable increase
in the bulk of properties and
consequently they will be discouraged
on front elevations and other prominent
locations. Mansard roofs are not
traditional in this area and will be
discouraged.

10

iii) The city council will encourage the
retention of chimney stacks and
pots. The removal of chimney
stacks will be discouraged where
these are important features of the
townscape.
iv) Dormer windows will generally be
discouraged on front, side or other
elevations - which currently do not
have them - where these are visible
from the public highway.
v)

Where rooflights are proposed, the
use of traditional style black metal
replica cast iron Victorian-style
lights will be encouraged and if
possible these should be located
on rear roof slopes.

vi) Roof
extensions
will
be
discouraged where they would
have an adverse visual effect on
the existing building or townscape
or where they would lead to the
loss of original historic roofs or
their
features.
Where
roof
extensions are permitted they
should match existing properties in
respect of design, materials, bulk
or size.

University of Portsmouth, Portland Building

e) Extensions
Extensions on elevations fronting the
highway normally require planning
permission and will generally be
discouraged, particularly in relation to
the older buildings in the area.
Where an extension is required, the
design should match or complement
that of the existing original building.
Obvious matters such as external
materials should normally match the
original, but details such as brick
bonding and pointing, window style and
associated dressings should also be
borne in mind.
Large roof additions can spoil the
appearance of a house and look
incongruous
in
the
general
streetscene. Careful thought needs to
be given to ensure that dormers and
other roof additions do not dominate
the roof. It is preferable to keep large
dormers to the rear roofslope.
Guidelines
i)

Extensions will be discouraged
where they would have an adverse
visual effect on the existing building

Guildhall Walk

or townscape.
ii) Where extensions are permitted
they should match the existing
original property in respect of
design, materials and detail. The
size of an extension should not
overpower the original building
size.
iii) Roof
extensions
will
be
discouraged, particularly at the
front, where they would have an
adverse visual effect on the
existing building or townscape, or
where they would lead to the loss
of original historic roofs or their
features.
iv) Where
roof
extensions
are
permitted, they should match the
existing building in respect of
design and materials.
f) Advertisements and Shopfronts
The form and design of shopfronts and
advertisements greatly influence the
character and appearance of buildings
and the townscape generally. Outdoor
advertising is vital to businesses in
order to maintain their commercial
11

activity. However, the building or
structure on which advertisements are
displayed must be given due respect.
A number of shopfronts in the area
have modern, overbearing fascias
which detract from the character of the
building.

streetscene.
Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention of existing boundary
walls, gate pillars and railings and
encourage their restoration where
appropriate.
The city council will encourage the
reinstatement of walls or railings to
match the original style of that
property.

Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention or reinstatement of
traditional shopfronts wherever
possible.

ii)

ii)

Modern
shopfronts
will
be
discouraged where they would
have an adverse visual effect on
the existing building or townscape.

iii) The city council will discourage the
removal,
demolition
or
unsympathetic
alteration
of
existing walls and railings which
are of architectural or townscape
value.

iii) Outdoor advertisements should
respect the character of the
historic building and its setting.
The city council will discourage the
use of large illuminated box fascia
signs and modern plastic canopies
which can affect the integrity of the
building or townscape.

2)

BOUNDARY WALLS, GATE
PILLARS AND RAILINGS

Boundary walls, railings and gate
pillars form an important part of the
character and appearance of any area,
and traditional iron railings are a
particular feature of properties in this
area. The railings around the Park
Building in King Henry I Street are a
particularly fine example of such a
feature. On Burnaby Road, the small
terrace on the eastern side,
the
original iron railings help maintain the
uniformity of the row. Any loss of
boundary walls and railings can be to
the detriment of the character of the

12

3)

ROAD SURFACES AND
PAVEMENTS

Portsmouth City Council has a longstanding policy of higher quality paving
in conservation areas. During the
redevelopment of the Guildhall area in
the 1970s, floorscape improvements
were carried out, involving the
instalment of large paviors throughout
the area. Floorscape features were laid
in some areas, such as the circular
feature at the end of King Henry I
Street. Elsewhere in the area,
traditional stone slabs and setts are
evident, such as in Burnaby Road.
Guidelines
i)

The existing policy of higher
quality surfacing and paving
should
be
continued,
with
particular attention to detailing.

ii)

In resurfacing or repaving roads,

particular attention should be given
to retaining existing features and
details including coalhole covers
etc.
Iii)

The city council will encourage
the retention of existing
private
driveways,
footpaths
and
forecourts and the retention of
original or other
suitable
materials.

Walk, help to soften the streetscene
considerably, providing visual richness
and shade. A number of trees in the
grounds of the Roman Catholic
Cathedral are considered to be of high
amenity value and are covered by a
Tree Preservation Order (No. 69).
Guidelines
i)

The city council will discourage the
loss of trees and shrubs in this
area and will promote further Tree
Preservation
Orders
where
necessary.

ii)

The city council will continue to
encourage the good management
of trees in this area.

iii) The city council will encourage
new and replacement planting of
appropriate species to help
maintain
and
enhance
the
character of the area.

4)

STREET FURNITURE

Street furniture, such as street lighting,
can greatly influence the visual
character of the area. Standardisation
of
street
furniture
has
been
implemented in the Guildhall area,
although some rationalisation of street
signs is desirable.
Victoria Park in Spring

3)

TREES AND SHRUBS

Trees and shrubs play a significant part
in enhancing the townscape of an area.
Victoria Park is clearly the most
concentrated area in the conservation
area in terms of vegetation. although
greenery can be found throughout the
area. Street trees, such as in Guildhall

Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention
of
historic
street
furniture where this survives.

ii)

The city council will reinstate or
restore street furniture such as
lamp columns and ceramic street
names where appropriate.
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Richmond Building, University of Portsmouth

iii)

5)

The city council will encourage
the removal of unsightly and
unnecessary street furniture
where possible.

the conservation area.
ii)

For new build, the city
council will advocate the
highest possible standards of
design and architecture and
will
emphasise
the
development of buildings that
add
to
the
Conservation
Area’s unique qualities by
respecting local scale, street
patterns, elevations, features
and materials.

iii)

Traditional materials such as
brick,
clay
tiles,
slates,
timber, stone, lead and render
would usually be preferred,
although in a few situations
more modern materials, such
as stainless steel and glass, may
be more appropriate.

iv)

While the city council accepts

REDEVELOPMENT

Substantial redevelopment of the
Guildhall area took place in the
1970s.
Loss of further buildings,
particularly in the Guildhall Square/
Walk area, would seriously erode its
character and would be undesirable.
Guidelines
i)
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The City Council will oppose
the redevelopment of existing
older properties unless it can
be demonstrated that the
redevelopment
would
positively
enhance
the
character or appearance of

the necessity of car parking
provision,
this
should
be
integrated as unobtrusively as
possible into the layout, should
not be allowed to dictate the
design of any new development.
The city council will foster the
provision of active ground floor
uses and discourage design that
includes dead frontages.
v)

The city council will aim to
prioritise the attention paid to
window
design
in
new
developments so that their
appropriateness for both building
and wider setting can be ensured
and so that they enhance, rather
than detract from, both.

listing. This alteration reduces the
size of the conservation area by
between a half and a third.


The exclusion of the north wing of
the Civic Offices, which the
boundary currently slices through.
It seems logical to either include
or exclude the whole complex,
and the decision to exclude is
based on the buildings being less
than thirty years old, with the
majority of the them already
outside the conservation area
boundary.

6) BOUNDARY CHANGES
Changes to the boundary of the
conservation area were implemented in
2004 in three places:


The inclusion of the University of
Portsmouth’s Anglesea Precinct,
with the new boundary aligned to
the west of the University’s
Richmond, Portland and listed
Milldam buildings, also taking in a
small surviving terrace of houses
on Dean Street in Portsea. Much
of this area was previously located
in the Portsea conservation area,
but is being relocated to the
Victoria Park conservation area as
a result of the redrawing of the
Portsea
conservation
area’s
boundaries to comprise just
Queen Street and Curzon Howe
Road.



The exclusion of HMS Nelson, on
account of too high a proportion of
unremarkable post-war buildings,
with the only noteworthy buildings
already protected by statutory
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APPENDIX 1: FURTHER INFORMATION AND ADVICE
This document is intended to set a
policy framework for this conservation
area. The Head of Planning Services
will be pleased to discuss any
proposals concerning this area and to
advise on appropriate sources of
advice and information.
Please contact the Conservation
Officer John Pike on 023 9283 4303,
Bob Colley on 023 9283 4310, or Ben
Cracknell on 029 9284 1127 in the
Conservation & Design Section of the
Planning Services. A number of advice
leaflets have been produced by the city
and county councils – for further details
contact the above officers.
It is always advisable to contact the
Planning Services before carrying out
any alterations to buildings in a
conservation area to ascertain whether
permission is required. For further
details contact:
Planning Services
Conservation and Design Team
Civic Offices
Guildhall Square
Portsmouth
PO1 2AU
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In appropriate circumstances, the help
of English Heritage or The Hampshire
Building Preservation Trust could be
sought. National Amenity Societies
publish a number of advisory leaflets
on detailed aspects of conservation.
There is a long established series by
the Society for the Protection of
Ancient
Buildings
(SPAB).
The
Victorian Society and The Georgian
Group both produce series of leaflets
on doors, windows, tiles, glass and
other features.

APPENDIX 2: FINANCE AND GRANT AID
1. Historic Buildings grants
Historic Building grant aid may be
available from the City Council towards
the cost of appropriate repair of listed
and certain other buildings in this
conservation area.
For information
telephone 023 92 834303/10.

2. Housing grants
The city councils financial assistance
Policy for Private Sector Housing
makes a range of assistance packages
available to home owners.

For advice on what is available contact
the Helpdesk on 023 9283 4538
or visit the website on
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/
living/5293.html

3. Other financial assistance
Other financial assistance may be
available for example to assist with
environmental improvement schemes
or other projects.
The Head of
Planning Services will be pleased to
advise on possible sources of
assistance.

Help is given for the improvement and
repair of properties to meet the Decent
Homes standard and to provide energy
efficiency measures.
Assistance may be subject to a test of
the owners resources.
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APPENDIX 3: STATUTORY PROTECTION
1.

Conservation Area

Victoria Park was designated as
Conservation Area No 18 in 1973, with
the conservation area’s boundaries
modified in 2004.

2.

Listed Buildings

All the following were listed on 25th
September 1972, unless otherwise
stated.
Edinburgh Road,
Cathedral Church of St John the
Evangelist
Grade: II
Listed: 10/1/53
Owner: Private
Roman Catholic cathedral 1877-81 by J
Crawley; 1881-96 by J Hansom; 1906 by
Canon A Scoles; restored following bomb
damage 1945-50. Red brick with Portland
stone dressings.

Guildhall Square,
Statue of Queen Victoria
Grade: II
Owner: PCC
Statue of Queen Victoria 1903 by Alfred
Dury, repositioned 1972.

Guildhall Square,
The Guildhall
Grade: II
Owner: PCC
Guildhall by William Hill of Leeds 1886-90
in massive Italianate Classical style,
rebuilt after war damage 1955-59. Grand
splayed central staircase flanked by lions
couchant.

Guildhall Square,
War Memorial
Grade: II
Owner: PCC
Memorial to dead of First and Second
World Wars 1921, additional plaques
18

c1946. By J.S Gibson, W.S.A Gordon,
Samuel Salter and Charles Jagger.
Entrance flanked by sculptures of soldier
and sailor set on piers.

4, 6 & 8 Guildhall Walk,
Ellie Jays
Grade: II
Owner: Private
Originally three houses of three storeys
each, early-to-mid C19. No. 8 formerly
Nine Elms P.H and No. 6 former Waterloo
Inn. (Formerly 81-85 Commercial Road.)

10 Guildhall Walk
Grade: II
Owner: Private
Mid-C19 house, three storeys & attic now
Masonic offices. (Formerly 79 Commercial
Road.)

12-18 Guildhall Walk,
The Prudential Assurance
Grade: II
Owner: Private
Prudential Assurance building and three
shops 1891 by Alfred Waterhouse. Red
brick and terracotta, three storeys and
attic.

25 Guildhall Walk,
V Bar
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: Private
Former Yorkshire Grey P.H by A.H Bone
1897, interior has two tiled murals by
‘Carter and Co., Tile Makers, Poole’ now
hidden by partition wall.

26 Guildhall Walk,
The White Swan P.H.
Landport
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: Private
Public house c1900 by A.H Bone in NeoJacobean style. Timber frame with plaster
infill, flint and ashlar. Two storeys and
attic, jettied first floor, entrances flanked
by carved timber male and female terms.

37 – 39 Guildhall Walk,
Route 66 nightclub
Grade: II
Listed: 5/10/00
Owner: Private

Monument late-C19, inscribed four-sided
pink granite set on unpolished granite
stepped base.

Built as cinema to design of AE Cogswell
1920-1. Fine early-C20 cinema with ‘Indian
Mogul style’ façade and exotic roofline.

Victoria Park,
HMS Centurion Memorial
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC

Guildhall Walk,
Theatre Royal
Grade: II*
Listed: 30/10/69
Owner: Private

Monument c1902, polished pink granite
column with elaborate filial on unpolished
granite sub-base. Metal leaf motif at centre
of column and bronze bust depicting a
centurion.

Theatre built as Landport Hall 1854,
converted to theatre 1856, substantially
rebuilt 1884 by C.J Phipps and
reconstructed by Frank Matcham in 1900.
Interior decoration of 1900 is intact and
unaltered with nautical and seafaring
emblems.

King Henry I Street,
Park Building
Grade: II
Owner: University
Public building by G.E Smith 1903-08 in
Portland stone with Flemish and
Renaissance motifs. Three storeys, attic
and raised semi-basement, 22 steps to
entrance. Square tower at third floor
topped with broad copper dome with ship
design wind vane. Details of original
interior design substantially intact.

Victoria Park,
Centenary Fountain
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC
Ornate cast-iron fountain c1880 with
moulded base supporting four bronze
swans.

Victoria Park,
HMS Active Memorial
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC

Victoria Park,
HMS Orlando Monument
Grade: II
Owner: PCC
Monument of early-C20 in stone and
marble, elaborate monument in form of
Chinese temple with bronze bell taken at
the Taku Fort.

Victoria Park,
HMS Powerful Memorial
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC
Monument c1900, inscribed four-sided
pink granite obelisk on stepped stone
base.

Victoria Park,
HMS Royal Sovereign Memorial
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC
Monument c1903 by White Bros. of
Landport. Inscribed four-sided granite
obelisk set on sandstone slab.

Victoria Park,
HMS Shah Memorial
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC
Monument c1880, inscribed four-sided
granite obelisk on sandstone plinth.
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Victoria Park,
HMS Victoria Monument
Grade: II
Listed: 18/3/99
Owner: PCC
Monument late-C19, four-sided granite
obelisk on base, moved to present site
from Town Hall Square in 1903.

Victoria Park,
Monument to Admiral Napier
Grade: II
Owner: PCC
Monument of 1863, sandstone column with
Portland stone Romanesque capital and
finial surmounted by stone lion.
Commemorates death of Admiral Napier.
Set on Portland stone pedestal, originally
sited at junction of Commercial and
Edinburgh Roads.

3. Local List
The following buildings are included in
the Local List:Anglesea Road
Victoria Park Lodge
Burnaby Road
1-8
Edinburgh Road
Railway Level Crossing Gate
Guildhall Walk
Wetherspoons
3 Barclays Bank
21, 23 Vanilla
King Henry I Street
The Fleet P.H.

4.

Other protection

Victoria Park is included in the English
Heritage National Register of Parks
and Gardens of Historic Interest.
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APPENDIX 4: PORTSMOUTH CITY LOCAL PLAN 20012011
The Portsmouth City Local Plan 20012011 includes many policies which are
relevant to conservation areas and to
this particular conservation area in
particular.
Area-specific policies include:

DC10: CONSERVATION AREAS
(A)

Alterations

Proposals to alter an unlisted building
in a conservation area will be
permitted
where
the
development is sympathetic in
design, scale, materials, colour,
landscaping and treatment to the
rest of the building and/or area.
(B)

Buildings and spaces

Development in a conservation area
will be permitted where:
(i) scale, form, materials and detailing
respect the characteristics of
buildings in the area;
(ii) architectural features such as walls
and shop fronts and other features
which contribute to the character of
an area are retained;
(iii) there is no adverse impact on the
townscape and roofscape of the
conservation area, including the
protection of important views within,
into and out of the area;
(iv) a consistently high standard of
design has been applied and good
quality materials are proposed to
be used; and
(v) trees, open spaces and other
landscape
features
which
contribute to the character and
appearance of the conservation
area are protected.

(C)

Change of use

Where a building contributes towards
the character or appearance of a
conservation area, a change of
use will be permitted where it
does not require any changes in
the appearance or setting of the
building other than those that will
preserve
or
enhance
its
contribution to the area.
(D)

Demolition

Development involving demolition in a
conservation area will be permitted
provided that (i) the structure to be demolished
makes no positive contribution to
the character and appearance of
the area;
(ii) its potential for repair, retention and
beneficial use is limited; and
(iii) detailed proposals for the reuse of
the site, including any replacement
building or other structure, have
been approved.
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APPENDIX 5: SUMMARY OF EXISTING POWERS
STATUTORY LISTED BUILDINGS

NON-LISTED BUILDINGS IN CONSERVATION AREAS

Boundary Walls,
Fences and Pillars

LBC required for alterations, exten- CAC required for complete or substansions and demolitions (including tial demolition if wall is more than 1m
part thereof).
high fronting a highway and 2m elsewhere. Planning permission required to
erect a wall, fence, etc, if more than 1m
high fronting a highway, 2m elsewhere.
See Note: A 4(2)

Trees, Shrubs and
other Planting

Six weeks notice for work to trees required.

Buildings

LBC required for demolition, alteration and extension. This includes
internal works. Demolition includes
partial demolition

Doors

Replacement with different design Houses No permission or CAC required
or material would require LBC.
to replace doors. See Note: A 4(2)
Flats and commercial buildings Permission normally required if different
from existing design.

Windows

Replacement with different design Houses Permission not required to reor material would require LBC.
place windows. See Note: A 4(2)
Flats and commercial buildings Permission is required for replacement windows unless they match the original in
terms of method of opening and design.

Roofs

Replacement with different materi- Houses Permission not required to
als would require LBC.
change roof cladding material. See
Note: A 4(2)
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission is required to change roof
cladding material.

Chimneys

LBC required for demolition Permission & CAC not usually required
(including part thereof), alteration for demolition. Houses: See Note: A 4
or extension.
(2)
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission may be required for rebuilding

Other Details

LBC required for removal, altera- Permission & CAC not usually required.
tion or extension.
Houses : See Note A 4(2)
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission may be required for rebuilding.

External Wall Finishes/Cladding

LBC required to remove/alter exist- Permission required to clad exterior
ing cladding or fix new cladding.
walls with stone, artificial stone, timber,
plastic or tiles.

Note:

CAC required for complete or substantial demolition of building where volume
of building exceeds 115 cubic metres.
See Note: A 4(2)

Permission refers to Planning Permission. LBC refers to Listed Building Consent.
CAC refers to Conservation Area Consent.
A 4(2) Houses or single family dwelling: Permission needed if Article 4(2) direction in force.
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