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1. Introduction
These guidelines cover the newest of
Portsmouth’s 23 conservation areas,
comprising Essex Road in Milton. It is
one of a series providing information
on each of the city’s conservation
areas, and is intended to be a
Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD) of the Portsmouth City Local
Development Framework (LDF) the
replacement document for the Local
Plan, designed to provide guidance on
the type of development acceptable in
the city.
Since the Civic Amenities Act 1967,
local planning authorities have been
required to decide which parts of their
area “are of special architectural or
historic interest, the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance” and to designate
them as conservation areas.

Essex Road street vista in winter sunshine

The designation of Essex Road as a
conservation area has a number of
direct legal consequences, including
specific procedures for planning
applications, the control of significant
demolition work to
buildings
themselves and work to trees. These
areas are covered in more detail later
in this document.
The guidelines established in this
document aim to prevent any
deterioration of the street’s visual
character and to consolidate and
enhance its townscape. They will also
provide a framework for the justification
o f p l a n n i n g d e c i s io n s i n t h e
conservation area.
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Location and Area Maps
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Location map (not to scale) indicating position of Essex Road conservation area - outlined in blue
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Outline map of Essex Road Conservation Area (not to scale)
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2. Location and Population
Essex Road is located in the South
Western quarter of Portsea Island,
Portsmouth, in the Milton area of the
city. The entire road is approximately
500 metres in length of which only one
third, the eastern most portion between
Clovelly and Winter Roads, has actually
been designated a conservation area.
To the north of Essex Road lies
Goldsmith Avenue, a busy thoroughfare
linking the east and west of the city characterised by moderate to heavy
traffic flow. To the south lie Wimborne
and Woodmancote Roads, much
quieter suburban streets, broadly
similar in character and morphology to
Essex road. As with almost all of
Portsmouth, the topography of the area
is flat.
The immediate setting of Essex Road –
the area within a 500 metre radius of
the conservation area — is
c ha r ac t e r i s ed b y hi g h d en si t y
residential housing, laid out to a uniform
pattern. Much of it is of late Victorian or
Edwardian origin. Essex Road follows
this pattern, but has been selected for
statutory protection on the basis of the
large number of small yet significant
surviving architectural treatments which
raise it above the norm.

Well preserved houses in Essex Road

The conservation area has been
outlined so as to encompass not only
Essex Road frontages, but also their
rear gardens up to the boundary line
with neighbouring properties (see map,
opposite page bottom left)
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Historic Maps
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1898 Ordnance Survey map - Goldsmiths Avenue to the north exists as a tree lined thoroughfare
The area that will become Essex road is open field
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1910 Ordnance Survey map - houses have started to appear, but the street is far from complete
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3. History
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1932 Ordnance Survey map - by the early 1930s (probably much sooner) the road and surrounding
area has been fully completed

ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT
ished by the early 1930s - probably
much sooner

The development of Essex road be
gan around the turn of the 20th cen
tury. Specific information detailing
the development history of the road
and surrounding area is sparse.
The local record office does not hold
rating information for the street on file,
however, 15 houses do appear in the
1903 edition of Kelly’s Directory - a
commercial property index published
throughout most of the twentieth cen
tury. Although this is not conclusive
evidence, it does suggest that con
struction of housing probably com
menced around this time, and as the
adjacent Ordnance Survey (OS) map
of 1910 shows continued for at least 7
years - by which time almost half the
road was completed.
The year of final completion for the
street is unknown, however as the
OS map above indicates it was fin

Essex Road came about as part of
the rapid growth of Portsmouth be
ginning in the mid 19th century.
Spurred on by rising population, and
the growth of the railways - which
made standardised building materials,
such as Welsh slate, far cheaper and
more readily available - Cities such
as Portsmouth expanded rapidly.
Developments of the type seen at Es
sex Road were often built by more
than one developer (mass housebuilders did not exist on the scale
they do today), following standardised
patterns. They were not usually de
signed by architects. As can be seen
on the 1898 OS map (previous page ,
top left), the area which would be
come Essex Road was originally agri
cultural land.
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4. Architectural and Historic Qualities
With its dominant late Victorian/
Edwardian architectural style and more
ornate take on the typical period terrace
house, Essex Road makes a positive
contribution to the visual amenity of the
Milton area of the city.
The entire road is extremely uniform in
character - all plot widths are identical ,
as are the height of rooflines, the
proportions of all front elevations, and
the size of front gardens.
Although built over an extended time
period, all of the houses share the
following structural features - many of
them classically inspired:
•
Ornate single or two storey
window bays constructed of
structural terracotta on a brick
plinth and incorporating a number
of unusual architectural elements
such as vermiculated keystones,
rusticated columns with capitals
on a botanical theme, and heavy
balustrades also in terracotta.

•

•

•

Open bed pediment - A triangular architectural ornament with botanical frieze
•

‘Vermiculated’
Keystone
•

Many of these elements are
repeated on first floor windows,
with the addition of simple fluting
to the top quarter of each column
The eaves cornice is patterned
with flower motifs and as with all
wi n do w a nd d o o r s i l l s is
constructed of terracotta
The treatment of doorways is
similar to both windows and bays,
with the addition of a pediment
with an ornate frieze on a
botanical theme - either leaves or
flowers

The use of a striking deep red
brick possibly of local origin,
coursed in stretcher bond
continuous stretchers, is notable,
as is the survival of lime mortar
bonding on some properties

Ornate Capital on
botanical theme

On those properties with a two
storey bay, clay frieze tiles
depicting stylised flowers can also
be seen between the upper and
lower stories

Stylised flower freeze found between floors on
houses with two storey bays

All houses are constructed of deep red
brick - possibly of local origin, originally
bonded with lime mortar

While some features have been lost, a
significant proportion of houses also
retain many original elements. The
amount which has survived varies from
property to property, but includes:
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Architectural and Historic Qualities
•

Cast iron guttering and down
pipes

•

Original tiled garden paths of
numerous patterns and to more
than one design are of particular
note

Original tiled garden paths make a valuable
contribution to the character of the area
•
In some properties, original cast iron guttering
and down pipes survive
•
•

•

Wooden sliding sash windows
without glazing bars
Original roof materials including
slate, probably of Welsh origin,
and decorative clay ridge tiles
with surviving finials on some
gable ends.
Probably original low boundary
walls - constructed of rendered
brick
still exist on
some
properties

Boundary Wall - possibly original, of rendered brick

Panelled front doors - either
original, or to an original pattern
can also be noted on a relatively
large number of properties, as
can coloured leaded glass and
fanlights over doors

Well maintained period door with brass fit
tings and coloured glass
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5. Space - Public and Private
Despite its uniformity, Essex Road has
a pleasing aesthetic - a product of its
rich detailing, warm colours and the
extent to which original features have
survived.

looking west, the vista is ’closed’ by a
row of shops fronting out from Winter
Road. This closure prevents the
streetscape from taking on any
suggestion of ‘infinity’, along with the
limited height of its facades (no greater
than two storeys) it helps to emphasise
the human scale of the road.
The road follows the standard pattern
of other streets in the area and is not
unduly wide - approximately 14 metres
including pavement. The ratio of road
length to width, and the depth of the
low walled front gardens - 7 metres
wide, further emphasise its
horizontality.

The warm colours, and surviving detailing are
well illustrated in this image

The object of designating Essex Road
as a conservation area is to ensure the
survival of those qualities which make it
special. By halting further degradation the result of the application
of
unsympathetic materials and
alterations, and by encouraging a return
to the use of more traditional materials
and fittings, It is hoped that the
character of the area will be both
preserved and enhanced
STREET VISTA and SCALE
Essex Road has an extremely
horizontal emphasis - a product of
perspective resulting not only from its
length, approximately 600 meters in
total - of which 200 meters has been
designated, but also from the regularity
and symmetry of its layout.
Viewed from the East, the street has a
relatively open vista, broken only by a
slight kink beginning at Prince Albert
Road. From the other direction
-

PUBLIC SPACE
Road and pavement surfaces are
generally well maintained and in good
order, unfortunately however, their
original treatments have been lost, and
they presently consist of modern
concrete flag and kerbstones.
Trees make an extremely significant

Original road and paving treatments have been
lost, replaced with modern materials.
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Space - Public and Private
contribution to the overall character of the
area, Their presence
has been
emphasised with the use of smaller
coloured pavoirs indicating the location of
each tree on the road. Their regularity,
and maturity result in a comprehensive
covering of shade throughout the summer

varies from decorative flower beds to
hedges, semi mature trees and palm
trees. This variety helps break up the
uniformity of the streetscape,
can
provide a degree of privacy, and
makes a welcome and colourful
contribution, especially in the
summer.

The car underneath indicates the scale and
cover of the trees in Essex Road,. Their contribution to the character of the area is significant

The range of planting in private gardens helps to
break up the uniformity of the streetscape

PRIVATE SPACE
Private gardens are also important to the
overall character of the area. They follow
a standard pattern of 7 metre by 7 metre
plots. They are enclosed by walls of
varying heights
- between 1 and 2
metres constructed from a diverse range
of materials and finishes, ranging from
brick and stone to render. A small number
also have surviving railings.
The diverse range of planting in gardens
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6. Materials and Colours
MATERIALS
Terracotta
Terracotta has been used extensively
in a structural/semi structural context
throughout the Essex Road Conserva
tion Area. It has a warm honey colour –
a type of pale yellow, and a smooth
fine texture
History
First used by the Babylonians and Ro
mans, terracotta - a form of ceramic
is one of the oldest building materials
known to man. It is composed of
moulded fired clay shaped into ma
sonry forms, and If properly cared for it
can be of greater durability than both
brick and stone. Its name derives from
Latin, and means ‘fired earth’.
In the mid to late Victorian period, there
was a resurgence in its use,. High
quality terracotta became available in
large quantities, and was used as a
substitute for stone, at first usually on
high value buildings such as the Natu
ral History Museum and Albert Hall in
London, then later as ornamentation on
mass housing of the type found at Es
sex Road.
Care
Generally, the terracotta detailing in
Essex Road appears to have survived
well, a reflection of both its durability,
and the high quality of its manufacture.
Care should be taken when cleaning
terracotta. Abrasive and chemical
methods should be avoided, the least
invasive technique is probably to apply
lukewarm water containing a ph neutral
liquid detergent with a non wire brush.
A delicate approach should always be
adopted., and if in doubt it is always
best to seek the advice of a profes
sional
Painting of terracotta should be
avoided, it destroys its porous qual
ity - It is also important to ensure that
a relatively porous mortar is used
(preferably lime based) which helps
moisture to evaporate.

Brick
The brick used in Essex Road, com
plements the terracotta detailing well. It
has a rich deep red colour, and is laid
in stretcher bond throughout. Originally
it would have been fixed with lime mor
tar, unfortunately this element has
been lost on many properties replaced
with cement - a less forgiving material
which can be aesthetically and physi
cally damaging to brickwork.
Origin
It is difficult to establish the exact
provenance of the bricks used in Essex
Road, however given their colour and
texture, they are almost certainly of lo
cal origin. It is possible that they may
have been sourced from ‘mobile’ brick
works which operated on Portsea Is
land throughout the city’s expansion in
the 19th and early 20th centuries.
These tended to produce a lower grade
stock brick, pale brown in colour. The
most likely probability given their colour
is that they originate from clay beds in
the Bursledon/Fareham area to the
north of the city.
Care
Brickwork of this type should not be
painted. The application, particularly
of modern polymer based paints, will
destroy the materials natural ‘wicking’
properties and could potentially lead to
problems with internal damp. It will also
detract from the warm and natural colour of the brick, and destroy the archi
tectural harmony of the street.
Tile
As with terracotta, tiles were first used
in antiquity. Made from fired clay, they
also underwent a revival in the late Vic
torian/Edwardian period and became a
fashionable form of decoration. The ex
tent of their use and decorative pat
terning would vary depending on the
social status of the homeowner.
A number of the garden paths in Essex
Road retain brightly coloured ceramic
tiles: red ,yellow, blue and black laid in
14

Materials and Colours
a variety of tessellating geometric pat
terns.
At the turn of the century, there were
over 100 tile manufactures operating in
Britain. Without seeing a makers mark it
would be difficult to establish the exact
origin of the tiles used in Essex Road.
Roof Materials
Every house in Essex Road would origi
nally have had a natural slate roof, very
probably of Welsh origin. Welsh slate
has a purplish or greenish-grey colour,
and sheds water very easily, making it
particularly suitable for relatively low
pitched roofs of the type found at Essex
Road.
The extensive use of Welsh slate
throughout the country came about as a
result of the growth of the railway net
work which came to Portsmouth in the
1840s.
Unfortunately, only a small proportion of
houses on Essex Road have managed
to retain their original roof materials.
Slate has been lost to concrete tiles or
inferior imitation slate.
Rainwater Goods
Cast iron was by far the most widely
used material for guttering and down
pipes in Victorian and Edwardian
houses. It was chosen for its longevity
when correctly cared for, repaired and
painted it will last many generations. Far
in excess of the amount of time that
UPVC alternatives could be expected to
last.
As with slate roofing, a high proportion of
the original rainwater goods have unfor
tunately been lost in Essex Road.

Trees
Along with its rich architectural
detailing, it is the trees in Essex Road
which make for its special character.
The dramatic size and maturity of the
trees make a positive contribution to the
streetscape, their rigid linear layout
helps to emphasise the horizontal
aspect of the street.
Their species is:
Corpinus Betulus Festigiata.
Common name: Hornbeam.
Given their size, it is possible that they
were planted in the late 1950s/ early
60s. Under normal conditions, they
have an average life expectancy of 150
years although this is considerably
reduced in urban settings. They have
been used extensively in towns and
cities because of their high resistance
to disease and pollution.
The loss of a tree or trees is an
irreversible act, legislation recognises
this, and conservation area status
affords trees a degree of protection
which unless the subject of a
preservation order, they would not
normally possess. Under the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 it becomes
an offence to cut down, uproot or
wilfully destroy a tree in a conservation
area. This applies to trees on both
council and privately owned land.

Local Details
Although a small detail, Essex Road
does have a traditional ceramic road
sign (on the corner with Winter Road).
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Montage of Streetscape and Materials
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7. Materials - Windows

An original wooden sash window without ‘glazing bars’ The
council is seeking the retention
of windows of this type.

A UPVC sash window de
signed to emulate the origi
nal (as left). Windows of this
type are not ideal, but may
be acceptable.

The houses in Essex Road are special.
Having designated the area, it is hoped
that property owners will become more
aware of the unique architectural
qualities of their homes, and will seek
to preserve and where necessary over
time to reinstate lost features.
The issue of replacement windows,
and the Local Planning Authority’s
attitude towards them, can
unfortunately be perceived as
controversial.
Having designated Essex Road as a
conservation area, it is the council’s
duty to ensure that the character of the
area is both preserved and enhanced.
As such the authority must consider the
aesthetic impact and philosophical
implications of any proposed changes
to existing fabric.
This effectively means that the
replacement of existing windows and
doors, particularly original fabric with
synthetic alternatives, the design and
finish of which is out of keeping with
the period character of the area, will be
resisted.
The ideal situation, is the good upkeep
and repair through regular inspection,
maintenance and if necessary painting
of existing timber fabric. When this is

A plastic window which does
not seek to emulate the
original. Windows of this
type would not be regarded
as acceptable.

no longer tenable, appropriate
alternatives could be considered.
The best alternative is like for like
replacement — ie an exact copy of the
original in the same material. Failing
this, the authority may accept UPVC
replacement windows provided they
are to a sliding sash design and seek
to copy the appearance and delicacy of
the original.
Windows and doors of any material
that do not seek to reproduce the
aesthetic qualities of the originals
would not be acceptable.
Once damage has been done, it is not
always irreversible. A return to more
sympathetic materials, can be
achieved, but only in the longer term.
Once unsuitable replacement materials
have worked through their natural life.
Existing Windows, if completed
before the designation of the road
as a conservation area are not
affected by the legislation
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8. Negative Factors
Unlike many other conservation areas,
the character of Essex Road is derived
to an unusually high degree from its
complete architectural unity. Changes
which detract from this unity and
individualise houses too much are
liable to gradually destroy its special
properties

Other undesirable changes
A number of other changes can be
noted along the road, which although
potentially reversible do detract from
the special character of the area, these
include the addition of unsympathetic:
Dormer windows
Roof light windows
Concrete roof tiles
Non original ridge tiles
Metal or plastic windows
Metal or plastic doors
Colour schemes
Unsympathetic pointing and superficial
repairs

Inappropriate Materials
As has already been touched upon in
previous sections, there are a number
of factors which detract from the overall
character of the area.
The root cause of this loss of character,
is the replacement of original or period
architectural elements and fittings with
inappropriate modern replacements,
combined with the alteration of
properties in an unsympathetic way

Replacement of original boundary
walls, resulting in walls of varying
heights and materials have also
detracted from the unity of the area.

Following a survey of the street
conducted in May 2004 the exact
extent of a number of surviving
elements was established.
A strong point is the survival unpainted/
untreated of 85% of terracotta and
brickwork
Weaker areas include the survival of
40% of traditional windows and 30% of
original style doors respectively.
76% of roofs are structurally unaltered,
the remainder having been changed by
the addition of either dormer or roof
light windows of varying degrees of
quality.
Character has been eroded through the
loss of original:
Cast Iron rainwater goods
Slate tiled roofs
Clay ridge tiles
Timber windows
Timber doors
Tiled paths
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Unsympathetic Materials and Alterations
WINDOWS

POINTING

Windows are given more detailed attention
on the preceding pages, however it should
be reiterated that windows of the type
above - plain UPVC with cantilever open
ing (left), and double glazed with internal
plastic glazing bars (right) - are not suit
able for installation in a conservation area
DOORS

Although a relatively small detail,
the manner in which a building is
pointed can significantly detract
from its overall appearance. In the
example above, original thin lime
mortar pointing has been crudely re
placed with a cement based mortar
which could also potentially result in
damage to the brickwork
TILES

Doors like those above, are also not suit
able for installation in a conservation
area. They are made from unsympathetic
materials - plastic and metal, and to pat
terns which do not fit into the period char
acter of the area
19

The houses in Essex Road were
originally tiled using slate. Over the
years this material has been
replaced on a number of properties
with concrete tiles. In conjunction
with the addition of large dormers
this has had a significant negative
impact on the area’s roofscape.

9. Guidelines
The overall aim is to preserve and
where appropriate, enhance the
conservation area. This section sets
out which individual elements are
considered important and presents
guidelines in respect of each of
them.

a standard pattern being established.

1) BUILDINGS

Guidelines

a) Wall finishes/cladding

i)

A major threat to the area's character is
the substitution of the original doors
with modern standardised timber, metal
or plastic doors such as those with an
integral fanlight.

Most of the buildings in this
conservation area have maintained
their original finish and escaped
inappropriate cladding or painting.
Painting and cladding of individual
properties in a brick terrace can detract
from the appearance of the whole
terrace, and every effort should be
made to maintain Essex Road as a
unified group of buildings.

The city council will encourage the
retention or reinstatement of
original or sympathetic external
front doors and will discourage the
use of doors of inappropriate size,
design or material.

ii) The city council will discourage the
use of UPVC, aluminium, stained
wood or other inappropriate
materials or finishes.
c) Windows

Guidelines
i)

The original style of windows is timber
vertical sliding sashes. Some have
been replaced with timber and UPVC
casement windows. W here the
introduction of modern materials - such
as UPVC, aluminium and stained
(rather than painted) wood - has
occurred, this has had an adverse
effect on the appearance of the area.

The city council will encourage the
retention and conservation of
existing and original external wall
finishes as appropriate, and it will
actively discourage the introduction
of materials such as imitation stone
cladding, textured rendered finishes
and plastic weather boarding which
are inappropriate to the particular
property or to the character of the
area.

Guidelines
i)

ii) The city council will discourage the
painting of surfaces such as
terracotta, stone and brickwork
where this was not originally
intended.

The city council will encourage the
retention and repair of existing
traditional window types, details
and materials.

ii) The city council will discourage the
use of UPVC, aluminium and other
inappropriate materials or finishes
in the area.

b) Doors
The majority of doors in Essex Road
are wooden. They exhibit a wide range
of patterns, and detailing. These period
doors create a character of their own
which should be maintained rather than
20

Guidelines
be discouraged.

d) Roofs
Many roofs in Essex Road have retained
their natural slate cover. However, a
significant proportion have been replaced
by modern concrete tiles. The use of a
variety of different coloured tiles can have
a discordant visual effect, especially on
formal terraces such as Essex Road.
Sometimes modern tiles are heavier than
traditional slates or tiles, which may
cause damage to the roof structures of
older buildings.
The authentic and original roof cladding
material on Essex Road is natural slate.
Roof details such as ridge tiles, finials,
decorative shaped slates or tiles and
patterns are also important and should be
retained wherever possible, or salvaged
and re-used if the roof has to be replaced.
Roof extensions often lead to the loss of
existing fabric and design elements such
as pitched roofs and chimneys. They can
also lead to unacceptable changes to the
character and uniformity of the roofscape
consequently they will be discouraged on
front elevations and other prominent
locations. Mansard roofs are not
traditional in this area and will be
discouraged.
Guidelines
i)

The city council will encourage the
retention and use of traditional
roofing materials (such as slate) and
discourage the use of unsympathetic
modern roofing materials such as
interlocking concrete tiles.

ii)

Roof details such as ridge tiles and
decorative slates/tiles should be
retained.

iii) The city council will encourage the
retention of chimney stacks and pots.
The removal of chimney stacks will

iv) Dormer windows will be discouraged
on front, side or other elevations
which currently do not have them
especially where these are visible
from the public highway.
v)

Where rooflights are proposed, the
use of traditional style black metal
replica cast iron Victorian-style lights
(Conservation Lights) will be
encouraged and these should ideally
be located on rear roof slopes.

vi) Roof extensions will be discouraged
where they would have an adverse
visual effect on the existing building
or townscape or where they would
lead to the loss of original historic
roofs or their features. Where roof
extensions are permitted they should
be sympathetic to the design,
materials, scale and size of existing
properties.
e) Extensions
Extensions on elevations fronting the
highway normally require planning
permission and will be discouraged in
Essex Road.
Where an extension is required, the
design should match or complement that
of the existing original building. Obvious
matters such as external materials should
normally match the original, but due
regard should also be given to details
such as brick bonding, pointing, window
style and associated dressings. Large
roof additions can spoil the appearance of
a house and look incongruous in the
general streetscene. Careful thought
needs to be given to ensure that dormers
and other roof additions do not dominate
the roof. It is preferable to keep large
dormers to rear elevations

21
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Guidelines
i) Roof extensions will be discouraged,
particularly at the front, where they
would have an adverse visual impact
on the existing building or
townscape, or where they would lead
to the loss of original historic roofs or
their features.
ii) Where extensions are permitted
they should match the existing
property in respect of design,
materials and detail. And be of a
suitable scale in relation existing
buildings.

2)

BOUNDARY WALLS, GATE
PILLARS AND RAILINGS

Boundary walls, gates and pillars form
an important part of the character and
appearance of the area. Loss of these
features can be to the detrimental to
the character of the streetscene.

i)

discourage the removal,
demolition or unsympathetic
alteration thereof.

iii)

The city council will encourage
the reinstatement of walls, gate
pillars and railings to match the
original style of that property.

3) FLOORSCAPE
Many of the properties in this
conservation area have retained their
original tiled Victorian paths leading
from the public highway to their front
doors. These make an important
contribution to the townscape.
Guideline
i)

Guideline
i)

The city council will encourage
the retention of existing
original boundary walls, gate
pillars and
railings, and

22

The city council will encourage
the retention of existing private
f o o t p a t h s w h i ch f e a t u r e
original materials and designs,
or other suitable materials and
designs.

Guidelines
4) TREES
Trees and shrubs are important
components in this conservation area,
providing a shaded canopy the length
and breadth of the street. In addition,
many front gardens are verdant and
landscaped, emphasising the street’s
leafy character. It is desirable that all
trees and shrubs be maintained.

demolition of any part of the street.
There are no opportunities for
redevelopment in this conservation
area.
Guideline
i)

Guideline
a.

The city council will encourage
the retention of trees and
shrubs whi ch pos iti vely
contribute to the area.

The city council opposes the
demolition of any building or
any part of a building in the
conservation area, and
opposes further redevelopment
in the area.

7) ENHANCEMENT

Overhead wires and statutory
undertakers’ plant such as junction
boxes, are not a problem in the Essex
Road Conservation Area. All future
work of this kind should be placed
underground.

All means of enhancing the
conservation area will be encouraged.
Strengthening its character through
removal of unsympathetic features,
encouraging a greater awareness
amongst the public of the area and
p r o m o t i n g n e w p r o p o s a l s f or
enhancement are some of the means
by which a conservation area can be
enhanced.

Guidelines

Guidelines

i)

i)

The city council will promote
enhancement proposals as
appropriate.

ii)

The city council will encourage
enhancement of properties by
private owners.

5) OVERHEAD WIRES, PUBLIC
UTILITIES, PLANT, AND
SATELLITE AND TV ANTENNAE

The city council will discourage
the location of plant or wires
above ground, and would
encourage underground siting.

ii)

The city will discourage the
installation of satellite
television antennae on any of
the building’s elevations, but
more especially the streetfacing elevations.

6)

DEMOLITION &
REDEVELOPMENT

Consent would not be given for the
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Appendix 1: Further Information and Advice
This document is intended to set a
policy framework for this conservation
area. However, it is always advisable
to contact the Planning Services before
carrying out any alterations to buildings
in a conservation area, and we would
be pleased to discuss any relevant
proposals and to advise on appropriate
sources of advice and information.
In appropriate circumstances, the help
of English Heritage or The Hampshire
Building Preservation Trust could be
sought. National amenity societies
publish a number of advisory leaflets
on detailed aspects of conservation;
for example, there is a long-established
series by SPAB (Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings).
Leaflets on doors, windows, tiles, glass
and other features are also provided by
the Victorian Society and The Georgian
Group.
To ascertain whether planning
permission is required, or for further

details or advice leaflets, contact:
Conservation and Design Section
Planning Services
Civic Offices
Guildhall Square
Portsmouth
PO1 2AU
Email: planning@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
Tel: (023) 9284 1127

Original Victorian tiled paths
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Appendix 2 Historic Buildings and Grant Aid
1. Historic Buildings grants

efficiency measures.

Historic Building grant aid may be
available from the city council towards
the cost of appropriate repair of listed
and certain other buildings in
conservation areas. For information
telephone 023 9283 4303/10.

Assistance may be subject to a test of
the owners resources.

2. Housing grants
The City Council financial assistance
Policy for Private Sector Housing
makes a range of assistance packages
available to home owners.
Help is given for the improvement and
repair of properties to meet the Decent
Homes standard and to provide energy

For advice on what is available contact
the Helpdesk on 023 9283 4538
or visit the website on
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/living/5293.
html

3. Other financial assistance
Other financial assistance may be
available, for example to assist with
environmental improvement schemes
or other projects. We will be pleased
to advise on possible sources of
assistance.

Appendix 3: Statutory Protection
1.

Conservation Area

Essex Road was designated a
conservation area in December 2004.

2.

3.

Tree Preservation Orders

There are no Tree Preservation
Orders at the time of writing in the
conservation area.

Listed Buildings

There are no listed buildings in the
conservation area.
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Appendix 4: Portsmouth City Local Plan 2001-2011
The Portsmouth City Local Plan 2001
2011 includes many policies which are
relevant to conservation areas and to
this particular conservation area in
particular.

DC10: CONSERVATION AREAS
(A)

Alterations

Proposals to alter an unlisted building
in a conservation area will be permitted
where the development is sympathetic
in design, scale, materials, colour,
landscaping and treatment to the rest
of the building and/or area.
(B)

Buildings and spaces

Development in a conservation area
will be permitted where:
(i) scale, form, materials and detailing
respect the characteristics of
buildings in the area;
(ii) architectural features such as walls
and shop fronts and other features
which contribute to the character of
an area are retained;
(iii) there is no adverse impact on the
townscape and roofscape of the
conservation area, including the
protection of important views within,
into and out of the area;
(iv) a consistently high standard of
design has been applied and good
quality materials are proposed to
be used; and
(v) trees, open spaces and other
landscape features which
contribute to the character and
appearance of the conservation
area are protected.

(C)

Change of use

Where a building contributes towards
the character or appearance of a
conservation area, a change of use will
be permitted where it does not require
any changes in the appearance or
setting of the building other than those
that will preserve or enhance its
contribution to the area.
(D)

Demolition

Development involving demolition in a
conservation area will be permitted
provided that
(i) the structure to be demolished
makes no positive contribution to
the character and appearance of
the area;
(ii) its potential for repair, retention and
beneficial use is limited; and
(iii) detailed proposals for the reuse of
the site, including any replacement
building or other structure, have
been approved.
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Appendix 5: Summary of Existing Powers
STATUTORY LISTED
BUILDINGS

NON-LISTED BUILDINGS IN
CONSERVATION AREAS

Boundary Walls,
Fences and Pillars

LBC required for alterations, CAC required f or com plete or
extensions and demolitions substantial demolition if wall is more
(including part thereof).
than 1m high fronting a highway and 2m
elsewhere.
Planning permission
required to erect a wall, fence, etc, if
more than 1m high fronting a highway,
2m elsewhere.
See Note: A 4(2)

Trees, Shrubs and
other Planting

Six weeks notice for work to trees
required.

Buildings

LBC required for demolition,
alteration and extension. This
includes internal works. Demolition
includes partial demolition

Doors

Replacement with different design Houses No permission or CAC required
or material would require LBC.
to replace doors. See Note: A 4(2)
Flats and commercial buildings
Permission normally required if different
from existing design.

Windows

Replacement with different design Houses Permission not required to
or material would require LBC.
replace windows. See Note: A 4(2)
Flats and commercial buildings
Permission is required for replacement
windows unless they match the original
in terms of method of opening and
design.

Roofs

Replacement with diff erent Houses Permission not required to
materials would require LBC.
change roof cladding material. See
Note: A 4(2)
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission is required to change roof
cladding material.

Chimneys

LBC required for demolition Permission & CAC not usually required
(including part thereof), alteration for demolition. Houses: See Note: A 4
or extension.
(2)
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission may be required for
rebuilding

Other Details

LBC required for
alteration or extension.

External Wall
Finishes/Cladding

LBC required to remove/alter Permission required to clad exterior
existing cladding or fix new walls with stone, artificial stone, timber,
cladding.
plastic or tiles.

Note:

CAC required f or com plete or
substantial demolition of building where
volume of building exceeds 115 cubic
metres.
See Note: A 4(2)

removal, Permission & CAC not usually required.
Houses : See Note A 4(2)
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission may be required for
rebuilding.

Permission refers to Planning Permission. LBC refers to Listed Building Consent.
CAC refers to Conservation Area Consent.
A 4(2) Houses or single family dwelling: Permission needed if Article 4(2) direction in force.
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