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1:0 INTRODUCTION 

This guideline publication covering the 
East Southsea Conservation Area is 
one of a series covering conservation 
areas in Portsmouth and providing 
guidance on each area. It is intended 
to provide supplementary planning 
guidance to the Portsmouth City Local 
Plan 2001-11. 

Since the Civic Amenities Act 1967 
local planning authorities have been 
required to decide which parts of their 
area “are of special architectural or 
historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance” and to designate 
them as Conservation Areas. 

The essence of  p lann ing in  
Conservation Areas is an emphasis on 
the appearance and character of the 
area as a whole and the key note is a 
skilful mixture of preservation, 
improvement of the surroundings and 
sympathetic new design. 

The preservation or enhancement of 
Conservation Areas can only be 
properly achieved by positive action, 
and by ensuring, through the control of 
development, that changes which take 
place are sympathetic to and make a 
positive contribution to the area. 

The designation of a Conservation 
Area has a number of direct legal 
consequences, including specific 
procedures for planning applications, 
the control of demolition of buildings 
and works to trees.  These areas are 
covered in more detail later in this 
document. 

The Victoria Road South Conservation 
Area comprises Victoria Road South, 
Brandon Road and the area between 
Clarendon Road and Clarence Parade. 
It was originally designated on 22 

November 1973 and the current area 
was formed from parts of that 
conservation area and Conservation 
Area No 13 (The Circle – originally 
designated 2 March 1972). The 
revised area was designated on 21 
September 1977. 

The conservation area was extended in 
July 1996 to include the area 
immediately behind South Parade Pier 
including Clarendon Road, Alhambra 
Road and Eastern Villas Road.  This 
area includes a number of roads which 
are of conservation interest and it 
extends eastwards the protection given 
to the ‘backdrop to the Common’ and 
secondly to include the northern part of 
Victoria Road South from 15-39. 

In view of these changes the name of 
the conservation area was changed to 
the East Southsea Conservation Area. 

This report aims to briefly outline the 
area’s history, its distinctive character 
and factors leading to the erosion of its 
character. It then aims to establish 
guidelines aimed to prevent further 
decay of its visual character and to 
conso l ida te  and enhance i ts  
townscape.  In particular, it aims to 
provide a framework of guidelines with 
justification for planning decisions in 
this conservation area but it also 
includes other conservation policies. 
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2:0  CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE

2:0 HISTORY 

This part of Southsea has been 
gradually developed over the past 140 
years, and its piecemeal growth 
perhaps reflects the constraints posed 
by The Great Morass – an area of 
marshy ground. 

Initially building continued east of the 
western arm of the Morass.  T E Owen 
was responsible for some houses in 
Florence road (Florence Cottages 1855 
and Woodbank/Rosebank Cottages 
1859) and one of these properties 
survives.  Owen also developed areas 
east of the Conservation Area notably 
Eastern Villas Road in the 1850s and 
60s, and properties in South Parade. 

By 1867 houses had been built in 
Victoria Road South and much of the 
road layout had been established 
(although some road names later 
changed such as Pelham Road to 
Malvern Road and Chester Road to 
Victoria Road South). 

Much of the east side of Victoria Road 
South had been built by 1879 together 
with the east side of Brandon Road 
and houses in Beach Road, St 
Catherine Street and Somerset Road. 
In the 1870s Brandon Road backed 
onto the East Hants Cricket Ground but 
by the end of the century this had been 
developed as Worthing Road.  Garden 
Terrace and Lennox Road also date 
from the last part of the nineteenth 
century. 

However, much of the area remained 
as a variety of low-density uses such 
as nurseries and builders yards, whilst 
a number of car repair garages and 
lock up garages had become 
established by the 1930s. More 
recently there has been a gradual 
replacement of ‘non-conforming’ and 
low density uses by a mixture of flat 

developments and housing with a 
consequent increase in density. 

The recent  extens ion to the 
conservation area includes the area 
immediately inland from South Parade 
Pier. The first pier was built in 1879 
and the current structure dates partly 
from 1908/09 and partly from the mid 
1970s af ter  a f i re  in  1974.  
Development behind the pier began in 
the 1850s with some buildings by T E 
Owen including 38-42 South Parade 
and 7/9 Eastern Villas Road.  Most of 
the buildings are by later architects and 
developers including St Helen’s Park 
Crescent (mid 1860s) and the Victorian 
Royal Beach Hotel (now the Hospitality 
Inn). A branch railway line was opened 
in 1885 to serve the area but after a 
chequered history it closed in 1923. 
The East Southsea station was 
situated north of Granada Road and for 
many years it formed part of the 
Wadhams car repair garage which has 
now been redeveloped. 

There has been some redevelopment 
since World War II including the eight-
storey St Helens Court and the eleven-
storey Fastnet House both dating from 
the 1960s/70s. 
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3:0 CHARACTER OF THE AREA 

The character of many of the City’s 
conservation areas can often be simply 
characterised either because they deal 
with a small area such as Highland 
Terrace or Stanley Street or have other 
unifying features such as the Owen 
developments in Conservation Area No 
2. Conservation Area No 19 is a more 
disparate area with roads of differing 
character reflecting both its more 
p i e c e m e a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a nd  
redevelopment and also its creation 
from sections of different conservation 
areas. In consequence this section is 
subdivided into short sections (usually 
roads). 

VICTORIA ROAD SOUTH 

41- 49 Victoria Road South 

The east side of Victoria Road South is 
included within this conservation area. 
It curves gradually northwards from its 
junction with Marmion Road towards its 
junction with Elm Grove. 

Predominantly the road comprises 
pairs of two-storey semi-detached 
houses which area red brick or 
rendered and often with a gable facing 
onto the road. It includes a short 
terrace of five (41-49) stucco faced 
propert ies with round headed 
doorways and mostly surviving slate 
roofs. 85 and 87 are also stucco faced 

Victoria Road South 

with a balustrade at roof level and 
pediments over first floor windows. 
One site has been redeveloped for flats 
and several have lost boundary walls 
to create hardstandings. 

Between Marmion Road and Hamilton 
Road is a group of new houses on the 
site of a former Methodist Church 
behind a line of preserved lime trees 
whilst south of Hamilton Road is a 
short stucco terrace 103-113 which has 
been partly modernised.  Finally there 
is a modern petrol filling station with a 
flat development to the rear. 

There are very few trees on the east 
side of Victoria Road South but they 
gain in visual importance because of 
the gradual curve of the road. 

HAMILTON ROAD 

Hamilton Road links Victoria Road 
South and Worthing Road and is 
characterised by a mixture of different 
house types and designs of different 
ages. 

The western end used to be marked by 
the Victoria Road South Methodist 
Church and this site has now been 
redeveloped for housing with pollarded 
lime trees surviving on this corner site. 
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There are a few older houses some 
with gardens and trees with a number 
of newer houses, some on the site of a 
former garage. 

An unusual feature for Southsea is the 
flint faced wall along the side of 103 
Victoria Road South. 

WORTHING ROAD 

Worthing Road runs north from 
Clarendon Road to join Duncan Road. 
Only the western side is within the 
conservation area. 

The southern section comprises mainly 
semi-detached properties with two-
storey bay windows and dormer 
windows.  This section of the road is 
curved and includes a number of trees 
especially at 1A and 3. 

Between Hamilton Road and St 
Vincent Road there is a mixture of 
detached and terraced houses many of 
which have had new windows, doors 
and other alterations. 

BRANDON ROAD 

Brandon Road 

Brandon Road curves north-westwards 
from Clarendon Road. Originally it was 
only developed on the eastern side and 
most of the housing is semi-detached 
but with one short rendered terrace (1
4) at the north end and one detached 
house. These properties are set well 
back from the road in large gardens 
fronted by hedges/fences with some 
mature trees. 

The western side of the road has only 
gradually been built up and there is a 
variety of land uses which includes a 
large garage complex, lock-up 
garages, an electricity sub-station 
together with some more recent 
residential development. 

RICHMOND ROAD 

Part of the eastern side of Richmond 
Road is within this conservation area 
(most is within Conservation Area No 
2) and this includes the area between 
Richmond Road and Brandon Road 
which was part of the Morass and was 
in consequence only belatedly 
developed.  Uses include the White 
Heather Garage, an area of lock-up 
garages and an area of recent housing. 

ST VINCENT ROAD/GARDEN 
TERRACE 

St Vincent Road runs eastwards from 
Marmion Road junction to join Duncan 
Road/Worthing Road. 

The junction with Victoria Road South 
is formed by a shop and terrace on the 
north side and by the three-storey 
rendered former Nelson public house 
(now housing) on the south. 

Garden Terrace – in fact two separate 
stucco terraces of three houses is set 
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Garden Terrace 

back at an angle on the corner of St 
Vincent Road behind long front 
gardens and the pathway serving these 
properties is overhung by mature trees 
in the garden of No 10 St Vincent 
Road. 

The eastern section of St Vincent Road 
comprises small two-storey terraced 
houses with some business uses. 

MALVERN ROAD 

At the northern end there is a mixture 
of a few older houses, builders yards, 
g a r a g e s  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t  
redevelopment such as the 1960s 
Tower House. 

Further south there is a long three-
storey red brick terrace (9-31) on the 
west side with a variety of original 
detail such as tiled paths and coalhole 
covers, whilst the east side includes a 
pair of stucco houses (10 and 12) and 
an interesting trio of red brick and tiled 
properties (2, 4, 6) dating from 1900-10 
as well as newer properties. 

LENNOX ROAD SOUTH 

Because of changes in boundaries to 
c rea te the  Owen ’s  Southsea 
Conservation Area, Lennox Road 
South is divided between three 
conservation areas, and only a short 
section is within Conservation Area No 
19. The eastern side of this road 
includes substantial three-storey 
Victorian detached houses in varying 
materials including red brick, yellow 
brick and two stone front properties 
and there is a variety of surviving 
original detail (for example doorways 
on Nos 12, 14 and 16). 

VILLIERS ROAD 

A short section of Villiers Road is within 
this conservation area. 

CLARENDON GARDENS 

Malvern Road Clarendon Gardens 
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Clarendon Gardens is an area of open 
space which is situated between 
Clarence Road, Malvern Road and 
Clarendon Road. These are some 
mature trees including poplars, london 
planes and horse chestnuts.  These 
h a v e  h a d  r e ce n t  l a nd s c a pe  
improvements including railings on the 
Clarendon Road frontage, new planting 
and new seats and bins. 

FLORENCE ROAD 

Florence Road 
Florence Road varies in character and 
Its southern section includes several 
large houses. These properties retain  
a variety of late C19 detail such as 
mullioned windows, ornamental bays 
and decorative chimney stacks.  No 1 
is set in a large garden with boundary 
walls and trees.  The central section 
comprises mainly two and three-storey 
terraced houses, some with bay 
windows and including the red tiled 
fronted Florence Arms.  In the northern 
section businesses such as builders 
yards and car repair garages have 
gradually been replaced by new 
houses and flats but some earlier 
houses survive including a T E Owen 
house. 

CLARENCE ROAD 

Clarence Road runs along the backs of 
properties in South Parade, Clarence 
Parade and Lennox Road South so 
that its character is much dominated by 
the rear of properties in these roads 
with backyards, hardstandings and 
garages. On the north side the 
character is varied.  East of Florence 
Road there is a long Victorian terrace 
and a group of four inter-war houses 
adjoining Burgoyne Road with some 
1930s detail. 

West of Florence Road the large 
garden of No 1 Florence Road with its 
trees and boundary walls contributes 
much to the amenity of the area. 
Further west the road turns to run in a 
more northerly direction between the 
backs of Lennox Road and Malvern 
Road. The northern-most section 
fronts Clarendon Gardens with some 
1930s houses on the west side.  The 
tall blocks of Fastnet House and Rose 
Tower dominate views to the east and 
west along the road. 

BEACH ROAD

 Beach Road 
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Beach Road runs east-west between 
Florence Road and Burgoyne Road. 
The south side comprises two-storey 
red brick terrace with two-storey bays; 
but with some 1930s housing with 
some original details at the eastern 
end. 

The north side is a long two-storey 
terrace (Nos 2-44) which is stucco 
faced with dormer windows behind a 
parapet wall and has three-storey end 
and centre pavilions.  This terrace was 
originally a uniform design but it has 
been much altered.  (See Appendix 1) 

SOMERSET ROAD 

Somerset Road 

This road includes a mixture of 
terraced and semi-detached houses 
with some modern housing at the 
eastern end. 

There is a two-storey stucco terrace 
(Nos 5-21) of the western end. 
Features include a balustrade, 
doorways grouped in pairs below a 
short dentil course and some sash 
windows together with new windows in 
original openings. 

ST CATHERINE STREET, 
O N S L O W R O A D A N D 
BEAUFORT ROAD 

This part of the conservation area was 
formerly a mixture of small garages, 
lock up garages and other business 
uses together with a few inter-war 
bungalows and a short Victorian red 
brick terrace.  It also includes a club 
behind Onslow Road which was a 
former school. 

R e c e n t l y  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
redevelopment of several sites and the 
density of development has been much 
increased. 

CLARENDON ROAD 

Clarendon Road b isects  th is  
conservation area from east to west on 
a long gradual curve.  The section of 
the road from Clarence Road to the 
Strand was initially only partly 
developed with a group of houses 
between Onslow Road and Florence 
Road built in 1910.  Other sites were 
open space or nurseries whilst a motor 
repair garage was built in the inter-war 
years between Richmond Road and 
Brandon Road. 

St Helen’s Park Crescent 
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In recent years there has been more 
development including the eleven-
storey Tower House and other flat 
developments, and the redevelopment 
of the motor garage site for private 
housing. The character of this road has 
changed gradually as scattered 
development has gradually been 
replaced and sites infilled to create a 
much higher density. 

There are distant views of St Jude’s 
Church spire from Clarendon Road and 
the church features in views from 
elsewhere in this conservation area. 

This central section of Clarendon Road 
around the Strand roundabout also 
includes part of the local shopping area 
with a number of business uses 
including shops, public houses and car 
sales. It includes buildings of a varying 
age and interest. The Post Office (with 
Doric columns at each end of its shop 
front), The Captains Table (built as 
‘The Waver ley ’ )  and modern  
Coastguard Tavern are worth noting. 
Some corner properties at the 
roundabout feature curved frontages. 

Curved corner properties 
at Strand roundabout 

East of the Strand roundabout the most 
notable building in Clarendon Road is 
St Helen’s Park Crescent – a four-
storey terrace including a semi 
basement dating probably from the late 
1860s. The terrace is angled, much of 
it set back and parallel to Clarendon 
Road, but with the northern section 
returning to Clarendon Road. The 
terrace is divided by higher and 
projecting pavilions.  The terrace is 
stucco but most roofs have been 
reroofed in tiles rather than slates. 
Original window openings largely 
survive but several windows have been 
changed to different patterns.  Some 
sliding sash windows survive.  One 
notable feature is a cast iron balcony 
riling at first floor level although that in 
front of numbers 111-113 has been 
replaced by a modern design. 

St Helen’s Park Crescent 

Most of the forecourt areas are now 
used for hotel parking – a short stretch 
of boundary wall survives in front of 
numbers 133-135 with a section of 
flintwork and several horse chestnut 
trees. Part of the southern end of the 
terrace was demolished c1970 to allow 
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extension of the car park behind South 
Parade. 

Much of the western side of Clarendon 
Road comprises three-storey late 
Victorian terraced housing which is 
partly red brick and partly stucco 
usually with three-storey bay windows. 
North of this are some modern three-
storey red brick houses and on the 
corner of Eastern Villas Road there is a 
semi-detached Victorian house with a 
large garden fronted by a curved 
parallel boundary wall. 

EASTERN VILLAS ROAD 

Eastern Villas Road 

Eastern Villas Road is a wide curved 
road linking Clarendon road to South 
Parade.  Two of the properties 
numbers 7 to 9 are villas attributed to T 
E Owen.  It is characterised by large 
villas or semi-detached properties set 
behind garden walls with gate pillars 
and some mature trees. Two 
properties with bright green and blue 
tiled roofs are worth noting.  More 
recently there has been some 
redevelopment ranging from 18-24 
Eastern Villas Road – a modern house 
by Frank Guy to the eleven-storey 
Fastnet House at the junction with 
Burgoyne Road. 

BURGOYNE ROAD/FURNESS 
ROAD 

The west side of Burgoyne Road 
includes a variety of inter-war and 
newer buildings and there is a recently 
landscaped car park by the Strand 
roundabout. Much of the east side has 
been redeveloped partly with a modern 
semi circular crescent of houses 
following the curve of Furness Road 
and screened from Burgoyne Road by 
a line of cypresses. 

Furness Road runs between the back 
of the crescent and Eastern Villas 
Road/Clarendon Road.  It has very 
much a service road character with car 
park areas and a car repair garage. 
The roadway includes a stone central 
drainage channel. 

KIRKSTALL ROAD 

Kirkstall Road links into Eastern Villas 
Road, South Parade and Clarendon 
Road. It is a ‘Y’ shaped road similar in 
layout to The Vale. However it 
includes groups of lock-up garages, 
small repair garages and rear service 
areas so that it lacks The Vale’s 
distinctive character and visual quality. 

SOUTH PARADE/ST HELEN’S 
PARADE 

The section of South Parade near the 
Pier is characterised by a mixture of 
uses and buildings of varying ages.  It 
includes hotels, bar and entertainment 
uses as well as residential uses. Its 
character changes markedly in the 
evening with clubs, bars and casino 
attracting a lively evening trade. 
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The earliest buildings are by T E Owen 
including the listed three-storey stucco 
38-42 South Parade and the earlier 
part of the Strathearn Hotel. 

Later buildings of note include the late 
c1900 Royal Beach Hotel with its cast 
iron balconies and the adjoining St 
Helen’s Mansions with its curved bay 
windows with gargoyles. Other 
buildings include the Ocean Hotel – 
five-storey and stucco and Savoy Court 

Strathearn Hotel (top left) 
38-42 South Parade (above)  
Royal Beach Hotel (top right) 
St Helen’s Mansions (right) 
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including the ‘Time’ club with a 
colonnade of Doric columns.  Fastnet 
House (eleven storeys) and St Helens  
Court (nine storeys) mark each end of 
this section of road and date from the 
1960s/70s. 



ALHAMBRA ROAD


Alhambra Road 

The most notable feature of Alhambra 
Road is a white ceramic tiled terrace 
on its western side.  This includes 
numbers 2-18 and it also extends 
around the corner into Granada Road 
(Nos 30-34). This terrace is three-
storey with dormers and has a mixture 
of the original slate roofs with some 
later tiled roofs. The other properties 
on the west side of Alhambra Road are 
mainly red brick properties with bays. 

GRANADA ROAD 

The section of Granada Road 
comprises a mixture of semi-detached 
Victorian properties with some newer 
properties. There are some shops 
towards the western end of the road. 
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4:0 PROBLEMS 

From a conservation point of view this 
area suffers from many of the problems 
found elsewhere in conservation areas 
in Southsea. 

They include the following:

i) Conversion of Large Properties to 
Flats and Multi-Occupation 

This can often lead to loss of gardens, 
boundary walls and trees to allow more 
parking, and sometimes to poorer 
maintenance leading to poor visual 
appearance or even pressure for 
redevelopment. 

ii) Maintenance and Alterations 

The replacement of wooden doors and 
windows by aluminium and UPVC 
windows and doors has been marked 

in some parts of the conservation area. 
In some cases changes to the existing 
openings have increased the impact of 
change. Elsewhere traditional roofs 
and materials have been replaced and 
particularly where this has been done 
in an ad hoc manner on terraced 
properties this has had an adverse 
effect on the character of the area. 

iii)     Development/Redevelopment 

There has been some redevelopment 
of properties in this area. There has 
also been a significant amount of new 
development as low density uses such 
as lock-up garages and builders yards 
a r e  r e p l ac e d  b y  r e s i d en t i a l  
development.  This is leading to a 
gradual increase in the density of this 
conservation area. 
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5:0 GUIDELINES 

The overall aim is to preserve, and 
where appropriate, enhance the 
conservation area. 

This section sets out reasons why 
individual elements are considered 
important and presents guidelines in 
respect of each item. 

a) 	 E X T E R N A L W A L L 
MATERIALS 

Most of the older properties in this 
conservation area are either brick 
faced or rendered. The few exceptions 
include two stone fronted houses in 
Lennox Road South, tile hung buildings 
in Malvern Road and ‘rough cast’ 
houses in Brandon Road.  Alhambra 
road includes a terrace with a white 
ceramic tiled façade. 

More recent properties include a 
variety of new and old materials 
including concrete and brick. 

Several properties in this area have 
been re-faced in a variety of materials 
including reconstituted stone and 
‘plastic’ timber. 

Guidelines 

i)         The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the retention and 
conservation of existing and 
original wall finishes as 
appropriate and it will actively 
discourage the introduction of 
materials such as imitation 
stone cladding, textured wall 
finishes and plastic weather 
b o a r d i n g  w h i c h  a r e  
inappropriate to the particular 
property, and the character of 
the area. 

ii)        The City Counci l wil l 

discourage the painting of 
surfaces such as stone and 
brickwork, where this was not 
originally intended, and where 
a l r e a d y  p a i n t e d  w i l l  
encourage the painting of 
terrace properties in a 
uniform manner. 

(b) FRONT DOORS 

The older properties in this area will 
have had wooden panelled doors, in 
some cases with upper panels glazed. 

Some late Victorian terraces have 
outer porch doors in addition to normal 
front doors. 

Many doors have been replaced, 
sometimes with inappropriate types of 
materials. 

Guidelines 

i) The City Council will 
encourage the retention/ 
reinstatement of original or 
sympathetic external front 
doors and will discourage the 

Doors, Lennox Road South 
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use of doors of inappropriate 
size, design or material. 

ii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
discourage the use of UPVC, 
aluminium, or inappropriate 
materials or finishes. 

(c) 	 WINDOWS 

Many of the older properties will 
originally have had painted timber 
sliding sash windows but there are a 
few properties which have casement 
windows. 

The inter-war houses in Clarence 
Road/Beach Road have metal 
windows. 

Windows have been altered in some 
historic properties and in some cases 
the window
changed. 
Guidelines 

 openings have been 

i) The City Counci l w i l l 
encourage the retention of 
existing traditional window 
types, details and materials. 

ii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the repair of 
existing windows wherever 
possible and where this is not 
possible their replacement by 
matching windows. 

iii)	 The City Counci l wil l 
discourage the use of UPVC, 
a l u m i n i u m  a n d  o t h e r  
inappropriate materials or 
finishes within the area. 

(d) D E T A I L S A N D 
ORNAMENTS 

The Florence Arms with tiled frontage 
and etched glass 

There is a wide range of original details 
on buildings in this conservation area. 
They include for example bargeboards 
and eaves brackets on buildings in 
Brandon Road, eaves level balustrades 
on a terrace in Somerset Road and 
gothic doorways in Lennox Road 
South. Other details include a tiled 
frontage and ornamental glazing on the 
‘Florence Arms’, some 30s windows/ 
doors on a group of houses in Beach 
Road and Clarence Road, doric 
columns on the Clarendon Road Post 
Office and cast iron balconies on St 
Helen’s Park Crescent and the 
Hospitality Inn. 

Other details such as tiled pathways 
and coalhole covers also contribute to 
the character of the area. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the retention and 
reinstatement of original 
detail. 
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ii) 	 The removal of interesting 
original features and details 
will be discouraged. 

(e) 	 ROOFS 

Most of the older properties will 
originally have had slate roofs, but a 
number of properties dating from about 
the turn of the century appear to 
always have had clay tile roofs.  The 
many recent properties in this 
conservation area have a variety of 
roofing including both traditional and 
modern materials. Eastern Villas Road 
has two properties with bright blue and 
green roof tiles. 

Slate roofs survive on many properties 
but an appreciable number have been 
reclad with interlocking concrete tiles 
often of a red or brown colour.  Every 
effort should be made to retain the 
appearance of a slate roof to reinforce 
the visual integrity of the conservation 
area. Some properties (such as the 
terrace on the south side of Beach 
Road) have original ridge tiles and 
finial decoration, these contribute to the 
character of the area and should be 
retained/reinstated where possible. 

Dormer windows are original features 
of several roads in the area including 
the dormers on Nos 2-46 Beach Road, 
tile hung dormers on the side roofs of 
2, 4, 6 Malvern Road and the windows 
split by the eave/gutter link on some 
properties in Worthing Road.  Modern 
dormer windows and roof extensions 
have been added to some properties. 

Chimneys play an important part in 
retaining the character, appearance 
and integrity of the conservation area. 
For example they form an important 
vertical element to the 2-46 Beach 
Road terrace. Where possible they 

Unusual roof cladding  
Eastern Villas Road 

should be retained in their present 
form: rendering can obscure attractive 
detailing. Original clay chimney pots 
should be retained. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the retention of 
existing natural slate roof 
coverings.  Where repairs are 
necessary matching natural 
slates will be encouraged. 

ii) 	 Where complete re-roofing is 
necessary, the City Council 
will encourage the use of 
matching natural slate or 
appropriate artificial slates, 
preferably with a riven 
texture. 

iii) 	 Where terracotta clay ridge 
tiles exist these should be 
retained and set aside for re-
use if re-roofing is proposed. 

iv) 	 The City  Counci l  wil l  
discourage the use of 
concrete tiles, particularly 
interlocking tiles, because 
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they are alien to the original 
character and appearance of 
the conservation area. 

v) 	 Addit ional new dormer 
windows at the front and 
extensions to existing front 
facing dormers will be 
discouraged by the City 
Council. 

(f) 	 EXTENSIONS 

Front facing extensions will not 
normally be allowed.  Rear extensions 
should not overpower the design/ 
shape/size of the original rear 
elevation.  Most extensions would 
require specific planning permission. 

Where an extension is required the 
design should match or complement 
the existing original building.  Obvious 
matters such as external materials 
should normally match the original but 
detailed points such as brick bonding 
and pointing, window style and 
associated dressings should also be 
borne in mind. 

Large roof additions can spoil the 
appearance of a house and look 
i n c o n g r u o u s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
streetscene. Careful thought needs to 
be given to ensure that dormers and 
other roof additions do not dominate 
the roofscape. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 E x t e n s i o n s  w i l l  b e  
discouraged where they 
would have an adverse visual 
effect on the existing building 
or townscape. 

ii) 	 Where  ex tens ions  are  
permitted they should match 

the existing original property 
in respect of design, materials 
and detail. The size of an 
e x t en s i o n  sh ou l d  no t  
overpower the original 
building. 

iii)	 Roof extensions will be 
discouraged, particularly at 
the front, where they would 
have an adverse visual effect 
on the existing building or 
townscape, or where they 
would lead to the loss of 
original historic roofs or their 
features. 

iv)	 Where roof extensions are 
permitted they should match 
the existing property in 
respect of design materials. 

(g)	 WALLS/FENCES/MEANS 
OF ENCLOSURE 

In some parts of Southsea brick or 
rendered boundary walls are an 
important part of the townscape, but in 
this conservation area there is a wide 
range of boundary treatments such as 
walls, timber or chain link fences and 
hedges. 

Eastern Villas Road has a mixture of 
brick and rendered boundary walls. 
Florence Road has several brick 
panelled boundary walls at its southern 
end Several roads in this part of 
Southsea show evidence of low 
boundary walls formerly topped with 
railings (presumably removed for war 
time salvage).  Unusual features are 
the flint faced walls in Hamilton Road 
and St Helen’s Park Crescent. 
Alhambra Road features a low 
balustraded wall on part of its west 
side. 
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Gate pier and decorative pineapple

feature, Eastern Villas Road (above) 


Boundary walls : Lennox Road South

(top right) 

and Florence Road (lower right)


Brandon Road has several close 
boarded timber fences on the east side 
and the west side including some chain 
link fences.  Hedges are also a feature 
of Brandon Road and can also be 
found in Victoria Road South 
elsewhere in the area. 

Some walls and fences have been lost 
to create hardstandings and elsewhere 
unsympathetic modern walls have 
replaced older walls. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the retention of 
ex ist ing or ig inal  style  
boundary walls, gate pillars, 
gates, fences or railings and 
their restoration where 
appropriate. 

ii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the reinstatement 
of walls, gate pillars, gates, 
fences or railings to march 
the original style of that 
property. 

iii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
discourage the removal/ 
demolition or sympathetic 
alteration of existing walls, 
gate pillars, gates, fences or 
rai l ings which are of  
architectural or townscape 
value. 

(h) TREES AND SHRUBS 

Trees make important contributions to 
the amenity of this area but unlike 
other Southsea conservation areas the 
tree cover is less and it is mainly 
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concentrated in a few well stocked 
gardens and open spaces.  In addition 
there are a few individual trees in 
various roads which gain in importance 
due to relative lack of trees in the area. 

Guidelines 

i)	 The City Counci l wil l 
discourage the loss of further 
trees in this area and will 
p r o m o t e  f u r t h e r  t r e e  
preservation orders as 
necessary. 

ii) 	 The City Council will continue 
to encourage the good 
management of trees in the 
area. 

iii)	 The City Counci l wil l 
e n c o u r a g e  n e w  a n d  
replacement planting of 
appropriate species to help 
maintain and enhance the 
character of the area. 

iv) 	 The City Counci l  wil l  
discourage the loss of 
existing areas of open land 
(such as gardens) particularly 
to front or side of properties. 

(i)	 ROAD SURFACES AND 
PAVEMENTS 

The City Council has a long standing 
policy of higher quality paving in 
conservation areas. 

Various historic cast iron features 
survive such as coalhole covers, 
channels and traps and these add to 
the character of the area and should be 
retained. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 The existing policy of higher 
quality surfacing and paving 
be continued with particular 
attention to detailing. 

ii)	 In resurfacing/repairing roads 
particular attention to be 
given to retaining existing 
features and details such as 
coalhole covers. 

iii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the retention of 
existing private driveways, 
footpaths and forecourts with 
the retention of original or 
suitable materials and original 
details. 

(j) 	 STREET FURNITURE 

Street furniture such as street lighting 
and ceramic street names etc can add 
or detract to visual character of the 
area. There are several examples of 
the traditional ceramic street name 
lettering in this conservation area. 

‘Portsmouth’ style late c19 columns 
exist in several roads.  Victoria Road 
South, Clarendon Road and South 
Parade all have tall modern main road 
type lighting columns. 

In 2001 the City Council approved a 
guidance document:- Roads and 
Street Furniture in Historic Areas. 
This relates to roads, paving, street 
lighting, street furniture and other 
related matters in conservation areas 
together with other areas of historic 
interest. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 The City Counci l wil l 

19 



encourage the retention of 
historic street furniture where 
this survives. 

ii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
re instate / res tore  st reet  
furniture such as lamp 
columns and ceramic street 
names where appropriate. 

iii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the removal of 
unsightly and unnecessary 
st reet  furni ture  where  
appropriate. 

(k) 	 OVERHE AD WIRES,  
PUBLIC UTILITIES PLANT 
A N D  S A T E L L I T E  
TELEVISION ANTENNA 

Overhead wires and associated poles 
are visually prominent in several parts 
of this area, and in those roads where 
they are particularly prominent siting 
underground would be desirable. 

Other statutory undertakers plant such 
as junction boxes can be visually 
obtrusive and its location within the 
conservation area is undesirable and 
attempts will be made to ameliorate 
their effect. 

Guidelines 

i) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
encourage the location of 
plant or wires above ground 
b u t  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  
underground siting. 

ii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
discourage the location of 
plant such as junction boxes 
above ground. 

iii) 	 The City Counci l wil l 
discourage the installation of 
satellite television antenna on 
the front elevation of 
properties and prominent side 
elevations. 

(l) 	 E N H A N C E M E N T 
SCHEMES 

The main aim in this conservation area 
is to retain and conserve the existing 
built environment.  Some enhancement 
work has taken place in recent years at 
Clarendon Gardens and other 
proposals are under consideration for 
Beach Road. Other schemes will be 
prepared as necessary. 

Guideline 

The City Council will bring 
f o r w a r d  e n h a n c e m e n t  
proposals as appropriate. 
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  APPENDIX 1  FURTHER INFORMATION/SOURCES OF ADVICE 

This document is intended to set a 
policy framework for this conservation 
area. The Head of Planning Services 
will be pleased to discuss any 
proposals concerning this area and to 
advise on appropriate sources of advice 
and information. 

Please contact the Conservation Officer 
John Pike on 023 9283 4303, Bob 
Colley on 023 9283 4310 or Ben 
Cracknell on 023 9284 1127 in the 
Conservation & Design Section of the 
Planning Services.  A number of advice 
leaflets have been produced by the City 
and County Councils – for further 
details contact the above officers. 

It is always advisable to contact the 
Planning Services before carrying out 
any alterations to buildings in a 
conservation area to ascertain whether 
permission is required.  For further 
details contact: 

Planning Services 
Conservation and Design Team 
Civic Offices 
Guildhall Square 
Portsmouth 
PO1 2AU 

In appropriate circumstances, the help 
of English Heritage or The Hampshire 
Building Preservation Trust could be 
sought. National Amenity Societies 
publish a number of advisory leaflets on 
detailed aspects of conservation. 
There is a  long established series by 
the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB). The Victorian Society 
and The Georgian Group both produce 
series of leaflets on doors, windows, 
tiles, glass and other features.  
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APPENDIX 2 FINANCE AND GRANT AID 

1. HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
GRANTS 

Historic Building grant aid may be 
available from the City Council towards 
the cost of appropriate repair of listed 
and certain other buildings in this 
Conservation Area.  For information 
telephone 023 92 834303/10. 

2. HOUSING GRANTS 

The City Council financial assistance  
Policy for Private Sector Housing 
makes a range of assistance packages 
available to home owners. 

Help is given for the improvement and 
repair of properties to meet the Decent 
Homes standard and to provide energy 
efficiency measures. 

Assistance may be subject to a test of  
the owners resources. 

For advice on what is available contact 
the Helpdesk on 023 9283 4538 
or visit the website on 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/living/5293. 
html 

3. 	 O T H E R  F I N A N C I A L  
ASSISTANCE 

Other financial assistance may be 
available for example to assist with 
environmental improvement schemes 
or other projects. The Head of 
Planning Services will be pleased to 
advise on possible sources of 
assistance. 
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APPENDIX 3 STATUTORY PROTECTION 

1. CONSERVATION AREA 

Conservation area 19 was first 
designated on 22 November 1973 and 
was originally called Victoria Road South 
(East Side). 

The current Conservation Area No 19 
(East Southsea) was created on 21 
September 1977 as part of a 
reorganisation of conservation area 
boundaries to create the ‘Owen’s 
Southsea’ conservation area.  Parts of 
the former conservation area 13 were 
added to ca 19 . 

2. LISTED BUILDINGS 

7 Eastern Villas Road, 
Shanklin Lodge,
Southsea 
Grade; II 
Listed; 25/9/72 
Cons. Area; 19 
Owner; Private 
3 storey house of 1858, altered C20, probably 
by T.E Owen. 

9 Eastern Villa Road, 
Furness Villa, 
Southsea 
Grade; II 
Listed; 25/9/72 
Cons. Area; 19 
Owner; Private 
House 1858, 2 storeys with rear basement 
probably by T.E Owen. 

38, 39, 40, 41 & 42 South Parade, 
Southsea 
Grade; II 
Listed; 25/9/72 
Cons. Area; 19 
Owner; Private 
Terrace of five houses 1860-62 by T.E Owen, 
much altered in C20, 3 storeys with basement 
and attic. 

The boundaries of this conservation 
area were further revised in July 1996. 

The major change was to extend the 
area eastwards to include Clarendon 
Road, Alhambra Road, Eastern Villas 
Road, South Parade, and St Helens 
Parade. 

The other change was to include a short 
section on the east side of Victoria Road 
South from Nos 15-39 (inclusive). 

South Parade, 

Strathearn Hotel, 

Southsea 

Grade; II 

Listed; 25/9/72

Cons. Area; 19 

Owner; Private

On left house (now flats) 1860-62 by T.E 
Owen, stucco and stone, 2 storeys and 
basement; on right pair of houses (later hotel) 
c1880-90, 3 storeys, basement and attic. 
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3.  A R T I C L E  4 ( 2 )  
DIRECTIONS 

Various operations to houses do not 
normally require planning permission. 
This includes changes to windows, 
doors, roofs, chimneys and boundary 
walls. The effect of these can 
gradually affect the appearance of a 
conservation area. 

4. LOCAL LIST 

The following properties are included in 
the Local List:-

St Helens Parade 
St Helen’s Mansions 

Victoria Road South 
41-49 (odd) 

Article 4(2) Directions bring work  to 
various features on elevations facing 
a highway under planning control. 

There were no Article 4(2) Directions 
in force in this conservation area on 7 
November 2006.. 
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APPENDIX 4 PORTSMOUTH CITY LOCAL PLAN 2001-11       

The Portsmouth City Local Plan 2001- DC10 
2011 includes many policies which are DC11 
relevant to conservation areas and to this DC12 
particular conservation area in particular. 
General policies include:- DC13  
DC1 Design Principles DC14 
DC2 Landscaping/Public Art DC15 
DC3 Landmark Buildings and Features 
DC4 Access for all DC20 
DC5 Amenity & Pollution DC22 

DC10 CONSERVATION AREAS 
(A) 	 Alterations 

Proposals to alter an unlisted 
building in a conservation area will 
be permitted where the (C) 
development is sympathetic in 
design, scale, materials, colour, 
landscaping and treatment to the 
rest of the building and/or area.  

(B)	 Buildings and spaces 

Development in a conservation area 
will be permitted where: 

(i) 	scale, form, materials and 
d e t a i l i n g  r e s p e c t  t h e  (D)
characteristics of  buildings in 
the area; 

(ii) 	 architectural features such as 
walls and shop fronts and other 
features which contribute to the 
character of an area are 
retained; 

(iii) 	there is no adverse impact on 
the townscape and roofscape 
of the conservation area, 
including the protection of 
important views within, into and 
out of the area; 

(iv)	 a consistantly high standard of 
design has been applied and 
good quality materials are 
proposed to be used; and 

        (v)	 trees, open spaces and other 
landscape features which 

Conservation Areas 
Listed Buildings 
Locally Important Buildings and
 Structures 
Historic Parks and Gardens 
Trees 
Archaeological Sites and  
monuments 
Protection of Open Space 
Telecommunications Equipment 

contribute to the character and 
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  
conservation a r e a a r e 
protected. 

Change of use 

Where a building contributes 
towards the character or 
appearance of a conservation 
area, a change of use will be 
permitted where it does not 
require any changes in the 
appearance or setting of the 
building other than those that will 
preserve or enhance its 
contribution to the area. 

Demolition 

Development involving demolition 
in a conservation area will be 
permitted provided that - 

(i) 	 the structure to be 
demolished makes no 
positive contribution to the 
character and appearance 
of the area; 

(ii)	 its potential for repair, 
retention and beneficial use 
is limited; and 

(iii) 	detailed proposals for the 
reuse of the site, including 
any replacement building or 
other structure, have been 
approved. 
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 APPENDIX 5  SUMMARY OF  EXISTING POWERS 

STATUTORY LISTED 
BUILDINGS 

NON-LISTED BUILDINGS IN 
CONSERVATION AREAS 

Boundary Walls, 
Fences and Pillars 

LBC required for alterations, 
extensions and demolitions 
(including part thereof). 

CAC required for complete or substantial 
demolition if wall is more than 1m high 
fronting a highway and 2m elsewhere. 
Planning permission required to erect a 
wall, fence, etc, if more than 1m high 
fronting a highway, 2m elsewhere. 
See Note: A 4(2) 

Trees, Shrubs and 
other Planting 

Six weeks notice for work to trees 
required. 

Buildings LBC required for demolition, 
alteration and extension. This 
i n c l u d e  s  i n t e r  n a l  wo  r k  s .  
Demolition includes partial 

CAC required for complete or substantial 
demolition of building where volume of 
building exceeds 115 cubic metres. 
See Note: A 4(2) 

Doors Replacement with different design 
or material would require LBC. 

Houses No permission or CAC required 
to replace doors. See Note: A 4(2) 
Flats and commercial buildings
Permission normally required if different 
from existing design. 

Windows Replacement with different design 
or material would require LBC. 

Houses Permission not required to 
replace windows. See Note: A 4(2) 
Flats and commercial buildings 
Permission is required for replacement 
windows unless they match the original 
in terms of method of opening and 

Roofs Replacement with different 
materials would require LBC. 

Houses Permission not required to 
change roof cladding material. See Note: 
A 4(2) 
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission is required to change roof 
cladding material. 

Chimneys LBC required for demolition 
(including part thereof), alteration 
or extension. 

Permission & CAC not usually required 
for demolition. Houses: See Note: A 4(2) 
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission may be required for 
rebuilding 

Other Details LBC required for removal, 
alteration or extension. 

Permission & CAC not usually required. 
Houses : See Note A 4(2) 
Flats or commercial buildings
Permission may be required for 
rebuilding. 

External Wall 
Finishes/Cladding 

LBC required to remove/alter 
existing cladding or fix new 
cladding. 

Permission required to clad exterior walls 
with stone, artificial stone, timber, plastic 
or tiles. 

Note: Permission refers to Planning Permission. LBC refers to Listed Building Consent. 
CAC refers to Conservation Area Consent. 

A 4(2) Houses or single family dwelling: Permission needed if Article 4(2) direction in 
force. 
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APPENDIX 6 BEACH ROAD 2 – 46 

The terrace on the north side of Beach 
Road has been very much altered but it 
was originally built as Beach Terrace 
by 1866. 

Given the extent of some alterations it 
is certainly debatable whether either 
complete or more probably partial 
restoration is feasible but it seems 
worthwhile to try to identify detailed 
guidelines to guide repair/restoration 
and to  he lp  p revent  fu r ther  
unsympathetic alteration. However 
implementation is clearly dependent on 
co-operation of individual owners and it 
is envisaged that any restoration work 
would be long term. 

DESCRIPTION 

This terrace is largely two-storey with 
three-storey end and centre pavilions 
and it has (or had) small pitched roof 
dormers on each two-storey property. 

The terrace is set back behind short 
front gardens and several gardens 
have been made into hardstandings to 
accommodate car parking with the loss 
of front boundary walls, gate pillars and 
gates. 

EXTERNAL FRONT WALLS 

This terrace has a rendered stucco 
front wall.  There are string courses 
between the ground first floors and at 
eaves level.  There are decorative 
architrave blocks around the doorways. 

WINDOWS 

The original windows appear to have 
been timber sliding sashes opening 
vertically and recessed from the front 
of the building. Some original windows 
survive and elsewhere the original 
window openings remain but there 

have been a variety of changes, the 
most visually disruptive has been the 
creation of different shaped window 
openings but various new window 
patterns have also changed the 
terraces’ character. 

DOORS 

Most doors on this terrace have been 
replaced and there is no definite 
indication of the original pattern. 
However it seems likely that the 
original doors would have been the 
solid panelled pattern common 
elsewhere in Southsea. 

ROOFS 

The roofs on this terrace were 
originally slate but are now mostly tile. 
However quite a few rear roofs are still 
slate. There is a balustrade at roof 
level on Nos 16-22 Beach Road. 

CHIMNEYS 

Chimney stacks are a prominent 
feature of this terrace and many yellow 
brick stacks remain. Many stacks have 
a collection of multiple pots (one on top 
of the other). 

DORMERS 

The terrace originally had small pitched 
roofed dormers and these survive on 
most properties maintaining the visual 
rhythm of the terrace.  A number of 
bigger dormers have been installed but 
it would be preferable to retain the 
original size. 

DETAILS 

Houses in this terrace include a wide 
range of original detail (though rarely 
all on the same property) including 

27 



dentil courses, balustrades and 
decorative architrave around the 
doorways. 

FRONT BOUNDARY WALLS, GATES 
AND PATHS 

Original gate piers with a cap survive 
on several properties.  Generally there 
are low front walls approximately 2-3 
feet in height and also low walls 
between properties. 

There are short sections of what 
appears to be the original wall design. 

Several properties still retain original 
(possibly Purbeck) stone paths.  These 
paths are an unusual feature in the city 
and it is desirable to retain them. 

GARDENS/HARDSTANDINGS 

Beach Road (together with some other 
roads in this part of Southsea) is 
marginal ly narrower  than the 
Portsmouth/Southsea average and this 
has probably increased pressure for 
creation of hardstandings and for 
pavement parking. 

Beach Road—a rare little altered 
property 
eastern end of terrace (above right) 

western end of terrace (above left) 
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