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This consultation is to inform a partial review of the Portsmouth Plan and is being conducted in line with Regulation 18 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Local Planning (England) Regulations 2012. 

 



 

 

We’re drawing up a plan setting out how the city can meet its 

development needs up to 2027 called the Site Allocations Plan. 
 

The story so far 

The Local Plan will set out the city's vision for the 

next twenty years and how we are going to provide 

the development and growth which Portsmouth 

needs. 

 

We have already adopted the Portsmouth Plan last 

year which sets out the overarching development 

targets for the city. The Site Allocations Plan will 

identify sites and land available for development and 

set out what that land should be used for. It will also 

identify areas in the city which should be protected 

from development.  

 

Earlier this year, we asked for your comments on 

proposed development sites (for more details, go to 

portsmouth.gov.uk and search for 'site allocations').  

A large amount of consultation responses were 

received and these are currently being analysed and 

will inform the next draft of the plan. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 

As well as identifying sites for development, the Site Allocations Plan will also identify areas which 

should be protected, which includes sites identified as having value for nature conservation. The 

National Planning Policy Framework states that "to minimise impacts on biodiversity…planning policies 

should identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of 

international, national and locally designates sits of importance for biodiversity". The network of 

nationally and internationally significant nature conservation sites makes up 30% of Portsmouth’s 

administrative area.  Langstone and Portsmouth Harbours are Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSIs), Ramsar Sites and Special Protection Areas.  In addition, Langstone Harbour forms part of the 

Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation and sections of Portsdown Hill are a designated SSSI. 

 

This network is shown on the adopted proposals map and is 

fully up to date. Whilst extensive, this network leaves out many 

sites that are of significant value for both the conservation of 

wildlife and its enjoyment by the city’s residents and visitors. As 

such, the city council is proposing to designate a network of 

locally valued, non-statutory nature conservation sties, called 

local wildlife sites. The city council has already set out how it 

will designate, preserve and monitor these through Policy 

PCS13 of the Portsmouth Plan. Although this policy is being 

reviewed, this is only in relation to specific sections of the 

policy, which does not include local wildlife sites. 

 

What are local wildlife sites? 

Local Wildlife sites are areas of importance for 

nature conservation, however unlike nationally or 

internationally designated nature conservation 

sites; they do not have legal protection. Whilst 

they may not support internationally threatened 

species as our harbours do, they do support 

species or habitats which are rare at the county 

or national level, generally plants. They are also 

valued by local communities for providing access 

to nature. 

 

The sites are protected through the planning 

system and policy PCS13 of the Portsmouth 

Plan sets out how the city council will designate, 

protect and monitor the city's local wildlife sites. 

Local wildlife sites were previously referred to as 

'sites of importance for nature conservation 

(SINCs). The criteria for designating sites are set 

out in Annex 1. 

Other consultations 

As well as this consultation on local 

wildlife sites, we are also consulting 

on a review of Policy PCS13 of the 

Portsmouth Plan. Details about this 

consultation are available on our 

website. Go to portsmouth.gov.uk 

and search for 'site allocations'. 



 

 

A large amount of these sites were designated through the last Local Plan whilst many more have been 

identified since then and given 'candidate local wildlife site' status. This plan will designate all of the sites 

which our up to date surveys show meet the designation criteria. Map 1 shows all of the proposed sites. 

 

All of the proposed local wildlife sites have all been subject to a detailed, phase II botanical survey by the 

Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre on behalf of the city council. Prior to being proposed for 

designation, most of the sites have also been assessed by a panel comprised of Natural England, the 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust and the city council's ecologist. The panel unanimously found 

that all of the sites met the criteria. The criteria to determine whether an area qualifies as a local wildlife 

site have been put together by the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre and are set out in annex 1. 

 

Over to you 

This report sets out information about the 22 sites which we are proposing to designate as local wildlife 

sites. We would like to know what you think of the proposed designations, specifically: 

 do you agree that the sites meet the criteria for designation? 

 do you agree with the proposed boundary for the sites? 

 do you agree that they are being designated under the correct criteria? 

 do you have any sites which you feel meet the criteria which should be considered for 

designation, either now or in the future? 

How to tell us your views 

If you would like to make any comments on the proposed local wildlife site 
designations, please send them to us by 24th January 2014. Please be 
aware that we cannot keep your response confidential. 

You can email us your views at  planningpolicy@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

You can post your views to us at: 
 

Local Wildlife Sites Consultation 
Planning Policy Team 
Portsmouth City Council 
Guildhall Square 
PO1 2AU 



 

 

 
Map 1 

Areas which are proposed for designation as local wildlife sites. 
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A d j a c e n t  t o  F a r l i n g t o n  P l a y i n g  F i e l d s  

The site is sandwiched between the football pitches and cricket pitches to the north of the A27 in 

Drayton and Farlington ward. It is a large block of unmanaged and often heavily overgrown land. 

However the site still supports an excellent variety of salt-marsh, reed-bed and coastal grassland 

communities.  

 

The phase II survey notes a very 

credible 133 species on the site, with 

two having specific importance. These 

are the nationally rare Divided Sedge 

(Carex divisa) and the county scarce 

Spiny Restharrow (Ononis spinosa).  

 

The presence of coastal and semi-

improved grassland together with the 

two notable species qualify the area 

for local wildlife site designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2D, 4A, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 6.59ha 

Last survey date 20th June 2009 

HBIC site reference P0010 

Geographical coverage 
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E a s t  a n d  w e s t  o f  G i l l m a n  R o a d  

The site straddles Gillman Road in Drayton 

and is occupied by Portsmouth Water. The 

site is used as a treatment works and 

reservoirs. It is also adjacent to another 

proposed local wildlife site (site ref PO0006).  

 

Some of the grassland is found around the 

water treatment works and on top of the 

reservoirs. The rest is on the man-made 

slopes throughout the site. Much of the 

grassland is herb rich and diverse in chalk 

flora. In addition, a total of 24 calcareous 

grassland indicators were noted in the 

survey. The county scarce Corn Parsley 

(Petroselinium segetum) and Flattened Meadow-grass (Poa compressa) were also noted.  

 

The site qualifies for designation due to the presence of semi-improved chalk grassland as well as 

the two notable species. 

Proposed designation criteria 2B, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 18.4ha 

Last survey date 24th August 2011 

HBIC site reference PO0019 

Geographical coverage 
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E a s t  o f  L a k e s i d e  

The site is located directly to the east of the Building 1000 at Lakeside Business Park in Cosham. 

Parts of the site are currently unused. However the entire site is included in the Lakeside 

development scheme.  

 

The site is currently comprised of unmanaged 

rank grassland and upper salt-marsh vegetation, 

with associated amenity grassland and a variety 

of brackish swamp communities in the adjacent 

drains. The site has developed an interesting 

flora with a wide diversity of species being 

recorded by the survey.  Two species warrant 

specific mention: the county rare Pale Flax 

(Linum bienne) and Narrow-leaved Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus glaber).  In addition to the plants, an 

interesting variety of invertebrates were seen including Common Blue (Polyommatus iracus) and 

the ‘local’ species Great Green Bush Cricket (Tettigonia viridissima).  

 

The city council has granted several planning permissions for development on or near the site. As 

part of the development, a landscape and wildlife management strategy will have to be put 

together.  This will assimilate the results of the individual ecological surveys and ensure that the 

nature conservation value of the area is retained and enhanced through the development.  

 

The site qualifies for designation as the habitat on the site is mostly comprised of coastal 

grassland. In addition to this, the habitat supports several notable species. 

Proposed designation criteria 4A, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 3.95ha 

Last survey date 8th September 2008  

HBIC site reference PO0015 

Geographical coverage 
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E a s t n e y  B e a c h  

The site is located at the seafront and stretches from the 

mouth of Langstone Harbour, along the beach towards 

Lumps Fort, in Eastney and Craneswater ward.  

 

The site comprises bare shingle, shingle vegetation and 

coastal grassland.  There is a good diversity of shingle, sand 

dune and coastal species present.  These include a range of 

species of restricted distribution on the site including the 

Nationally Scarce suffocated clover (Trifolium suffocatum) 

and Nottingham catchfly (Silene nutans), and the County 

Scarce sea bindweed (Calystegia soldenella) and sea radish 

(Raphanus raphanistrum maritimum).  

 

Overall, the site is made up of coastal vegetated shingle, a 

particularly rare coastal habitat, and supports a number of 

notable species which means it qualifies for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 4A, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 14.10ha 

Last survey date 12 June 2012 

HBIC site reference PO0011 

Geographical coverage 
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F a r l i n g t o n  M a r s h e s  

The site is located south of the A27, adjacent to Langstone Harbour, in Drayton and Farlington 

Ward. It is already covered by the SPA, SAC and SSSI designations which covers the harbour. 

 

The marshes are an extensive block of grazing marsh, salt-marsh, saline lagoon and reed-bed 

habitat and would clearly qualify for designation as coastal grassland. Whilst the site is already 

covered by designations, due to the presence of coastal grasslands, with far more weight than a 

local wildlife site, it is useful to designate statutory sites if they meet any of local wildlife site criteria 

which are not part of the SPA, SAC qualifying features or listed in the SSSI citation. 

 

In this case, a large amount of habitats and species which the survey noted are covered by the 

existing designations. Nonetheless, there are three features which are not covered and so the site 

qualifies for designation. These are the presence of Lolium perenne-Cycnosurus crisatus grassland 

which is a semi-improved, fine grass dominated, upper grazing marsh with an abundance of 

Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum). Around 

the sea wall there is also a mosaic of Lolium 

perenne leys and related grasslands and 

Arrhenatherum elatius grassland. These would 

mean the site qualifies due to their status as 

semi-improved grasslands. 

 

Lastly, there were a total of 212 individual 

species noted during the survey, a significant 

number of which are notable species. The 

species recorded with a specific degree of 

significance attached to them are the nationally 

rare Divided Sedge (Carex divisa) and Sea Barley (Hordeum marinum), the Nationally Scarce 

Golden Samphire )Inula crithmoides), Annual Beard-Grass (Polypogon Monspeliensis) and Stiff 

Saltmarsh-Grass (Puccinellia rupestris), the County Scarce Wild Celery (Apium graveolens), 

Distant Sedge (Carex distans)), Sea-Kale (Crambe maritime)), Narrow-Leaved Bird's-Foot Trefoil 

(Lotus glaber), Parsley Water-Dropwort (Oenanthe lachenalii), Spiny Restharrow (Ononis spinosa), 

Ray's Knotgrass (Polygonum oxyspermum), Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia distans), 

Brackish Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus baudotii),Sea Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum ssp 

maritimus), Beaked Tasselweed (Ruppia maritime) and the species of county interest Pink 

Waterspeedwell (Veronica catenata). 

 

Proposed designation criteria 2B, 6B, 6C 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 120ha 

Last survey date 21st July 2009 - 22nd 

July 2009 

HBIC site reference n/a 

Geographical coverage 
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F o r t  C u m b e r l a n d  

Fort Cumberland is located off of Ferry Road in Eastney. It is close to the Langstone and 

Chichester Harbours SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites, together with Langstone Harbour SSSI. It is 

also adjacent to two other local wildlife sites (PO0011 & PO0013). It is comprised of the inside of 

the original fort. 

 

Grassland is found on the parade ground, old moat 

and verges as well as along the extensive 

ramparts. The majority of the grassland is semi-

improved and has a mix of mesotrophic, chalk and 

coastal species. Some of these swards are rough. 

There is also some unimproved parched grassland 

present as well as improved grassland and scrub. 

The fort's walls are old and provide another habitat 

type on the site. 

 

The site has an excellent range of grassland and coastal species, including four notable species. 

These are the county rare Wild Clary (Salvia verbeneca) and Nottingham Catchfly (Silene nutlans) 

and the county scarce Sea Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum ssp. Maritimus) and Flattened 

meadow-grass (Poa compressa). 

 

Overall, the site supports a remarkable amount of diverse and interesting grassland habitats and 

several notable species, both of which mean that it qualifies for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2A, 2B, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 9.52ha 

Last survey date 23rd August 2010 - 26th August 2010 

HBIC site reference PO0018 

Geographical coverage 
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F o r t  S o u t h w i c k  R a m p a r t s  

The site is located on Portsdown Hill, in the northwest corner of Paulsgrove ward. Only a small 

section of this site falls within Portsmouth's administrative area, the majority of it lies in Winchester. 

The site is enclosed with no public access and is an example of chalk grassland that 

accommodates a diverse range of chalk meadow plant species. 

 

Given that only a small section of the site is in Portsmouth, an up-to-date survey has not been 

specifically commissioned to inform the Site Allocations Plan. However, particularly given that there 

is no public access to the site, it is reasonable to conclude that the site's nature conservation value 

has been preserved. Any necessary criteria or boundary changes will be made once a full survey of 

the site has taken place. 

Proposed designation criteria 2A, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 0.22ha 

HBIC site reference PO0001 

Geographical coverage 
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F o r t  W i d l e y  

Fort Widley is located on Portsdown Hill, to the north 

of Portsdown Hill Road, in Cosham ward. The site 

would comprise the land surrounding Fort Widley, 

together with the green space within the fort's walls.  

 

Both surrounding and within the fort, there is a large 

amount of grassland and scrub habitat. Surrounding 

the fort, the grassland is rough and has become rank 

and scrubby in places. The sward is semi-improved 

with a variable diversity of chalk species. The species 

diversity is good, including 22 calcareous grassland 

indicators. Within the fort, most of the grassland is 

calcareous and has a diverse range of herbs and grasses. There is also amenity grassland present 

on the parade ground and within the moat. This merges into more diverse, mesotrophic sward. A 

structurally diverse area of scrub, grassland and weeds is found along the inner ramparts. There 

are also many old walls present which provide further habitat. The species diversity is good and 

there are a total of 29 calcareous grassland indicators. The IUCN Near Threatened Sainfoin 

(Onobrychis vicfolia) and the county scarce Hairy Rock-Cress (Arabis hirsute) were also found on 

the site. 

 

This site contains high quality chalk grassland as well as two notable species and so qualifies for 

designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2B 2D 6A 

 
 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 2.05ha 

Last survey date 19th July 2012 

HBIC site reference PO0002 

Geographical coverage 
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G o l f  c o u r s e  n o r t h  o f  B u r r f i e l d s  R o a d  

The site is located on the east of Portsea Island, between Burrfields Road and Airport Service 

Road in Copnor ward. The site is also directly north of two sites also being considered for 

designation (site refs PO0008 and PO0005). 

 

The site is obviously managed as a golf course, however it contains significant pockets of more 

unimproved and occasionally quite diverse grassland habitats, including upper salt-marsh and 

remnant dune grasslands, which survive within or at the edge of the site. During the survey a 

number of species with specific interest were recorded.  These were the county scarce plants 

Distant Sedge (Carex distans), Narrow-leaved Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus glaber) and Spiny 

Restharrow (Ononis spinosa) together with the nationally rare Chamomile (Chamaemelum nobile). 

 

Due to the presence of a large number of notable species together with chalk grassland habitat, 

coastal habitats and wetland habitat, the site qualifies for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2B 2D 4A 5B 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 28.00ha 

Last survey date 22nd September 2008 

HBIC site reference PO0016 

Geographical coverage 
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G r e a t  S a l t e r n s  

Great Salterns Recreation Ground is a much valued, large, semi-natural open space situated on 

the east of Portsea Island in Baffins ward. It is directly to the west of site PO008 and to the south of 

PO0016. 

 

The site is a large block of overgrown 

grassland and scrub. Although the site is a 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 

Nature reserve, the Trust’s involvement with 

the site appears to be limited to some 

occasional scrub control activities and 

various, largely unsuccessful, attempts to 

control the Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia 

japonica). 

 

The edges of the open space have significant structural diversity and support a good range of 

vascular plants including the County Scarce Alexanders (Smyrnium olusatrum) and an excellent 

variety of breeding birds, with a particularly impressive number of breeding Whitethroat (Sylvia 

communis) seen during the survey. Most of the Great Salterns Recreation Ground is managed as 

an open space with playing pitches and mown, amenity grassland and the site perfoms a valuable 

function as one of the city's largest open spaces. However the edges of the site also perform a 

nature conservation role and support a number of notable species and unimproved grasslands and 

qualifies for designation as a local wildlife site. 

Proposed designation criteria  

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area  

Last survey date  

HBIC site reference  

Geographical coverage 
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G r e a t  S a l t e r n s  L a k e  

The site is located on the east of 

Portsea Island and is a large, coastal 

lake. The lake is the only freshwater 

outlet into either Portsmouth or 

Langstone Harbour from Portsea Island. 

 

The site is structurally diverse and 

supports a large area of reedbed. One 

species of specific interest was recorded 

during the survey, the county scarce 

Wild Celery (Apium graveolens). 

 

The site represents a large area of coastal habitat and is a freshwater habitat which supports a 

specific species. These two aspects mean that it qualifies for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 4A, 5A 

 
 

Image copyright © 2013 Blom. All rights reserved. 

 

Map © Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 5.09ha 

Last survey date 22 Sept 2009 

HBIC site reference PO0008 

Geographical coverage 
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H i l s e a  L i n e s  

The site is situated along the northern coast of Portsea Island. 'The Lines' are a large area of 

grassland, scrub, the city's only area of woodland and is the remains of the northern defences of 

Portsea Island. The bastion walls form the southern edge of the site and there is a moat running 

from east to west. 

 

There is a wide range of habitats present. 

Along the harbour edge, there is a thin strip of 

salt-marsh. The majority of the grassland is 

semi-improved and rough. There is a good 

diversity of species within the sward, with a 

strong coastal element and seven acid/neutral 

grassland indicators were noted in the most 

recent HBIC survey. The site is also heavily 

used for walking and dog walking. Hilsea 

Lines is actively managed by the city council with a wide variety of heritage and ecological 

interpretation boards, an active volunteer group and guided walks are provided on a regular basis. 

Overall within the site there is an excellent diversity of species within the site. These include the 

nationally rare Slender Hare's-Ear (Bupleurum tenuissimum) and Divided Sedge Carex divisa) 

together with the nationally scarce Golden Samphire (Inula crithmoides) and the county scarce 

Flattened Meadow-Grass (Poa compressa), Spiny Restharrow (Ononis spinosa), Narrow-Leaved 

Bird's-Foot-Trefoil (Lotus glaber), Pale Flax (Linum bienne), Alexanders (Smyrnium olusatrum), 

Distant Sedge (Carex distans). 

 

The site qualifies for designation due to the presence of semi-improved grassland, coastal 

saltmarsh habitat, the wetland habitat and the presence of notable species. The site is also 

proposed for designation due to its social interest given the high value of the site for local 

communities and the heritage interest in the Lines. 

Proposed designation criteria 2B, 4A, 5A, 6A, 7A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 18.19ha 

Last survey date 11th Sept 2008 - 17th Sept 2008 

HBIC site reference PO0003 

Geographical coverage 
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H o r s e a  I s l a n d  

The site is located on Horsea Island, immediately to the east of HMS Excellent and the MoD 

Torpedo Testing Lake. The area is reclaimed land, which was created by infilling with calcareous 

soil. 

 

The site now contains several areas of species-

rich chalk grassland as well as other areas of 

less diverse and more mesotrophic swards. 

Notable species present here include the 

nationally rare Divided Sedge (Carex Divisa) and 

the county scarce Narrow-Leaved Bird’s-Foot-

Trefoil (Lotus Glaber). 

 

Overall, the presence of chalk grassland and multiple notable species mean that the site qualifies 

for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2D, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 8.68ha 

Last survey date 27th August 2008 - 

28th August 2008  

HBIC site reference PO0014 

Geographical coverage 
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J a m e s  C a l l a g h a n  D r i v e  

The site is a long stretch of road verge along 

the top of Portsdown Hill that runs between 

Cosham and Paulsgrove wards. The site is 

adjacent to the Portsdown Site of Special 

Scientific Interest. It is also adjacent to the 

proposed Fort Widley local wildlife site (ref 

PO0002). 

 

The verge supports unimproved rough chalk 

grassland as well as areas of less diverse 

mesotrophic sward. There is grassland which 

has a good species diversity including 24 

calcareous grassland indicators. The presence of chalk grassland qualifies the site for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 2.28ha 

Last survey date 10th August 2011 

Geographical coverage 
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K i n g s  B a s t i o n  M o a t  

The site is located close to the seafront in St Thomas 

ward. It was previously used as a naval defence moat. 

 

The moat is linked to the sea and so is effectively a 

saline lagoon. It supports a good population of Eel-

grass (Zostera marina) which is a county rare species. 

 

The deep stone walls of the moat support a large 

number of non-notable coastal species including sea 

maywed (Tripleeurospermum maritimum), sea-

purslane (Atriplex portulacoides), rock-samphire 

(Crithmum maritimum), spear-leaved orache (Atriplex 

prostrate), sea beet (Beta vulgaris susp. maritima)and 

sea couch (Elytrigia atherica). 

 

As the site contains notable species and coastal 

grassland, it qualifies for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 4A, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 0.86 

Last survey date 23rd August 2011 

Geographical coverage 
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L a n d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  P o r t s d o w n  H i l l  R o a d  

The site is located on the corner of Portsdown Hill and London Road on the top of Portsdown Hill, 

in Cosham ward.This site is a patch of grassland bordered by the two roads. 

 

The site is landscaped to a degree and probably has had 

some influence from road building and dumping or 

disturbance of soil in the past.  This has left a semi-

improved calcareous grassland habitat, which is identified 

nationally as being worthy of protection. 

 

The eastern section of the site is mown as lawn but the 

rest of the site has a meadow length sward which is 

coarse in places.  The grassland is species rich with a 

good composition.  The wildlife has benefited from the 

unusual non-intensive management of such an urban site with a total of 24 calcareous grassland 

indicators noted in the survey. 

 

The site is an example of a high quality, unimproved chalk grassland and so qualifies for 

designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2A, 2B 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 0.81ha 

Last survey date 7th August 2009 

HBIC site reference PO0004 

Geographical coverage 
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L a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  P o r t s d o w n  H i l l  R o a d  

The site is located on Portsdown Hill, in Drayton & Farlington ward. It stretches from the eastern 

end of Holylake Road to the northern end of Woodfield Avenue. The site is generally comprised of 

the northern verge of Portsdown Hill Road, including the grassland in front of Fort Purbrook. 

 

The site contains an unusual chalk grassland meadow habitat which supports a very large 

population of Pyramidal Orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) and Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria). 

It is not actively managed, but is used for grazing. 

 

The presence of chalk grassland together with notable species qualifies the site for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2B, 2D, 6A 

 
 

 

© Crown Copyright and database right. Ordnance Survey License number 

100019671. 

Proposed site area 8.50 

Last survey date 7th August 2009 

HBIC site reference PO0009 

Geographical coverage 
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L a n d  w e s t  o f  F o r t  C u m b e r l a n d  

The site is a large area of coastal grassland located to the south of Fort Cumberland Road and 

Ferry Road in Eastney. The site is adjacent to the Fort Cumberland local wildlife site and close to 

Eastney Beach. 

 

The site supports species-rich grassland which ranges 

from improved to unimproved in quality. The majority 

of the sward is rather course. These areas are still 

diverse in species, with varied grasses and good herb 

content. They provide a high level of structural 

variation in conjunction with the shorter swards along 

the paths. Some of these paths have exposed the 

sand and led to the development of acid grassland 

vegetation. There are extensive areas of dense and 

scattered scrub within the site. Many coastal species 

are noted within the site. The site is also used 

extensively for dog walking and is valued as a semi-natural green space. 

 

The site has been surveyed in 2007 and in 2012 and little had changed between the two surveys. 

Overall the species diversity is excellent, with well over a 100 species noted including the county 

scarce Sea Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. Maritimus). 

 

Overall, the site is of high wildlife quality due to its coastal location, structural variation and diverse 

range of species, including several notables. The site is also designated due to its significant social 

value. 

Proposed designation criteria 2B, 4A, 6A, 7A 
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M e a d o w  w e s t  o f  F a r l i n g t o n  A v e n u e  

The site is located on Portsdown Hill, in Drayton & 

Farlington ward. It is on the corner of Farllington Avenue 

and Portsdown Hill Road. It is close to two other local 

wildlife sites (refs PO0004 & PO0009) 

 

The site is a field which supports rough chalk grassland 

that ranges from improved to semi-improved. The central 

area is the most diverse. There is a mix of immature 

broadleaved plantation and scrub at the edges of the site. 

Overall there were 11 calcareous grassland indicators 

noted. 

 

The presence of chalk grassland habitat qualifies the site for local wildlife site status. 

Proposed designation criteria 2D 
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M e l v i l l e  R o a d  v e r g e  

Melville Road is located close to the seafront in Eastney & Craneswater ward. It is close to several 

other proposed local wildlife sites at Eastney Beach and Land West of Fort Cumeberland.  

 

The most recent survey confirmed that the 

verge supports improved grassland with some 

coastal species.  The county rare Nottingham 

Catchfly (Silene nutans) was recorded here in 

the past but was not found on this survey.  

However the county scarce Sea Radish 

(Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. martimus) 

was noted in the south western section of the 

site. 

 

The site supports two notable species which 

qualifies it for designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 6A 
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M i l t o n  C o m m o n  

The site is a very large area of grassland, scrub and ponds located on the eastern shore of Portsea 

Island in Baffins ward. The site was reclaimed intertidal land approximately 40 years ago. 

 

The grassland present ranges from amenity to rough 

sward. The rough grassland has developed a good 

diversity of species, with a strong coastal element. There 

is extensive dense and scattered scrub throughout the 

site, especially to the east. There are three ponds 

present, which provide some swamp. The coastal edge 

of the site supports salt-marsh vegetation. The site is 

extensively used by the public as it has good access from 

Milton and Copnor. 

 

Overall the species diversity is excellent, with nearly 200 

species noted on the last survey. These include the nationally scarce Slender Hare's-Ear 

(Bupleurum tenuissimum), Yellow Vetchling (Lathyrus aphaca) and Toothed Medick (Medicago 

polymorpha) together with the county scarce Cetti's Warbler (Cettia cetti) and Pale Flax (Linum 

bienne), Toothed Medick (Medicago polymorpha) and Alexanders (Smyrnium oluatrum). 

 

The site supports extensive areas of coastal grassland, wetlands and several notable species, 

which qualifies it for local wildlife site designation. The site also qualifies for designation due to its 

significant social value. 

Proposed designation criteria 2D, 4A, 5B, 6A, 7A 
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M i l t o n  L o c k s  

The site is located at the eastern end of Locksway Road, on the edge of Portsea Island, in Milton 

ward. It was originally where Portsmouth's canal joined with Langstone Harbour. 

 

Milton Locks is a Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust reserve. The reserve is left 

purposefully unmanaged, apart from some limited scrub control. The site is a small block of upper 

salt-marsh and associated rank grassland and coastal scrub.  The site also contains the county 

scarce Sea Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. martimus) together with the House Sparrow 

(Passer domesticus) and the Starling (Sturnus vulgaris).  Both of these bird species are on the red 

list of birds of conservation concern. 

 

The site supports  notable species, which qualifies it for local wildlife site designation. 

Proposed designation criteria  
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P a u l s g r o v e  c h a l k  p i t  

The site is located on Portsdown Hill, to the north of Butterfly Drive. The site is an old chalk pit and 

is directly adjacent to the Portsdown Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

 

At the northern edge of the site there is 

extensive exposed chalk along the sides of 

the quarry. At their base is a mix of scrub and 

unimproved chalk grassland. The site is rich 

in chalk grassland  species as well as some 

chalk ruderal species. The floor of the pit is 

mostly amenity sward but there is some chalk 

grassland present here as well. Overall, the 

site has a good diversity of chalk species. 

This includes 22 calcareous grassland 

indicators and Autumn Lady's-tresses 

(Spiranthes spiralis), which is noted by the 

International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature as 'near threatened'. 

 

As the site supports unimproved chalk grassland together with notable species, it qualifies for local 

wildlife site designation. 

Proposed designation criteria 2A, 6A 
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Annex 1 

Criteria for designating local wildlife sites in Portsmouth  

 

These criteria have been put together by the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre and are used to 

designate local non-statutory nature conservation sites throughout Hampshire. 

 

Woodland 

1A Ancient1, semi-natural2 woodlands. 

1B Other woodland where there is a significant element of ancient, semi-natural woodland surviving. 

1C Other semi-natural woodland if: 

(ii) they comprise important community types of restricted distribution in the county, such as yew woods 

and alder swamp woods. 

1D Pasture woodland and wooded commons, not included in any of the above, which are of considerable 

biological and historical interest. 

 1 ancient - refers to woodlands which have developed particular ecological characteristics as a result of 

their long continuity. Those identified to date which are over 2ha are included on the Hampshire Inventor 

of Ancient Woodlands (provisional). 

 2 semi-natural - modified types of vegetation in which the dominant and constant species are accepted 

natives of Britain and their locality, and the structure of the community conforms to the range of natural 

vegetation types. 

  

Neutral/acid/calcareous grassland 

2A Agriculturally unimproved grasslands3 

2B Semi-improved grasslands which retain a significant element of unimproved grassland. 

2D Grasslands which have become impoverished through inappropriate management but which retain 

sufficient elements of relic unimproved grassland to enable recovery. 

 3 Agriculturally unimproved grassland - grassland that is composed of a mixed assemblage of 

indigenous species in essentially semi-natural communities which has been allowed to develop without 

the major use of herbicides or inorganic fertilisers. 

  

Heathland 

3A Areas of heathland vegetation; including matrices of dwarf scrub, acid grassland, valley mires and 

scrub. 

3B Areas of heathland which are afforested or have succeeded to woodland if; 

i. They retain significant remnants of heathland vegetation which would enable their recover, or 

ii. They are contiguous with, or form an integral part of, an open area of heathland 

  



 

 

Coastal habitats 

4A Semi-natural coastal and estuarine habitats, including saltmarsh, intertidal mudflats, sand dunes, 

shingle, brackish ponds, grazing marsh and maritime grasslands. 

  

Wetlands 

5A Areas of open freshwater (eg lakes, ponds, canals, rivers, streams and ditches) which support 

outstanding assemblages of floating/submerged/emergent plant species, invertebrates, birds or 

amphibians. 

5B Fens, flushes, seepages, springs, inundation grasslands etc that support a flora and fauna characteristic 

of unimproved and waterlogged (seasonal or permanent) conditions. 

  

Species 

6A Sites which support one or more notable species4. 

6B Sites which regularly support a significant population of a species which has a restricted distribution or 

has substantially declined in population or range. Such sites may be used seasonally or for only one 

part of a species life-cycle. 

6C Sites which support an outstanding assemblage of species 

 4 Notable species include Red Data Book species, Nationally Scarce species, species covered under 

Schedules 1,5 and 8 and the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, Annex 1 of the EC Birds Directive 79/409 

and Annex II & IV of the EC Directive 92/43/EEC 'The Habitats Directive' and those covered by the 

Bern, Bonn and Ramsar Conventions. Notable species will also include species which are considered 

'County Rare' or 'County Scarce'. 

 

County Rare   those species recorded in 1% of less tetrads in Hampshire or either of the two vice-

counties (11 & 12) separately.  

County Scarce   4% of less tetrads. 

  

Social value 

7A Sites of nature conservation interest which occur in areas otherwise deficient in such interest, and/or are 

known to be of particularly high value to local communities eg community wildlife sites. 

 Sites selected under this criteria will be rigorously confined to those which, if lost, would result in a 

considerable and demonstatable loss to the local community which would be very difficult/impossible to 

replace. Because of the widespread distribution of sites of nature conservation interest in Hampshire, 

and the high threshold used to define critical importance, only a limited number of sites are likely to 

meet this criteria. 

  

Geology and geomorphology 

8A Sites which have been designated as Regionally important Geological/Geomorphological sites (RIGS) 

 Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites are sites of regional importance excluding 

SSSIs. RIGS are analogous to biological non-statutory sites. 
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