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The Department for Culture, Media & Sport
2-4 Cockspur Street, London SW1Y 5DH
www.culture.gov.uk
English Heritage
1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holborn,
London EC1 2ST
www.english-heritage.org.uk
The Civic Trust
Essex Hall, 1-6 Essex Street, London WC2R 3HU
www.civictrust.org.uk
National Monuments Record Centre
English Heritage, Kemble Drive, Swindon,
Wiltshire SN2 2GZ
www.english-heritage.org.uk
Ancient Monuments Society
St. Ann’s Vestry Hall, 2 Church Entry,
London EC4V 5HB
www.ancientmonumentssociety.org.uk
Society for the Protection of
Ancient Buildings
37 Spital Square, London E1 6DY
www.spab.org.uk
The Georgian Group
6 Fitzroy Square, London W1T 5DX
www.georgiangroup.org.uk
The Victorian Society
1 Priory Gardens, Bedford Park, London W4 1TT
www.victorian-society.org.uk
The Twentieth Century Society
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ
www.c20society.org.uk
The Portsmouth Society
10 Captain’s Row, Old Portsmouth PO1 2TT
www.portsmouthsociety.org.uk

The Conservation Officer
Planning Services
Civic Offices, Guildhall Square
Portsmouth PO1 2AU

Introduction

Ancient Monuments

Portsmouth is recognised nationally and internationally
as a city of historic interest. Its conservation requires
specialist knowledge, particular care and the joint
efforts of many different groups: Central Government,
Portsmouth City Council, specialist commissions,
amenity groups, business and commercial interests,
property owners and local residents all have their part
to play.

The scheduling of ancient monuments, which began in
1885, protects structures and buildings of national
significance. It is the responsibility of the Department
of Culture, Media and Sport and includes earthworks,
castles, industrial buildings and defence works. It
normally excludes inhabited buildings which are usually
protected by listing. Works to ancient monuments
involving demolition, addition or alteration require
scheduled monument consent from the Secretary of
State. In Portsmouth 18 buildings and structures are
protected in this way; they include Southsea Castle,
the fortifications of Old Portsmouth, Block Mills, Hilsea
Lines together with the Portsdown Hill & Solent Forts.

The City’s heritage can only be conserved by the
protection, maintenance and enhancement of
buildings, other features and areas which are of
particular historic, architectural or archaeological
interest. However, this does not mean merely preserving
what is already there, but also finding ways to adapt
historic elements to modern use, in a way which is
acceptable. Change is often inevitable but with
sensitive and sympathetic design both adaptation and
redevelopment can be managed successfully.
This leaflet explains briefly the City’s management role
in conserving its built environment.

Listed Buildings
The listing of individual buildings of “special
architectural or historic interest” which began in 1947,
is the responsibility of English Heritage. The current
list for Portsmouth dates from 1999 and has 444
entries describing over 600 individual buildings. The
fact that a building is listed does not mean that it
cannot be adapted to present day needs but in
addition to normal planning requirements listed
building consent is required from the local planning
authority for demolition, alteration or extension. This
includes works to other structures within the curtilage
of the building, such as outbuildings, walls and
railings, and may also apply to internal alterations.
In determining listed building applications, there will
be particular concern that proposals are appropriate in
use, design, scale, materials and colour, in order to
enhance the building’s character and setting and
safeguard its retention and structural integrity.

Conservation Areas
Emphasis on the conservation of areas as a whole was
introduced by the Civic Amenities Act 1967. It

required local planning authorities to give
consideration to the designation of conservation
areas, “the character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance”.
Portsmouth now has 25 conservation areas. This total
includes several which have been extended, combined
or revised since the first area was designated in 1968.
Some of the more notable examples are King Street,
Old Commercial Road, which contains the birthplace
of Charles Dickens, Owen’s Southsea and Milton
Locks.
In a conservation area, consent is required for the
demolition of a building, or part of a building, if it is
greater than 115 cubic metres. There will be
particular concern that new development and
alterations to existing properties should complement
and enhance the appearance and character of the
area.
Trees are also an important element in the appearance
and character of a conservation area and 6 weeks
notice of intent to fell or cut back a tree must be
given to the local planning authority. This provides the
opportunity to consider whether a Tree Preservation
Order should be made.

Tree Preservation Orders
The making of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) is not
limited to conservation areas. An order can be made
to cover any tree, on private land, which has general
amenity value. There are over 233 Tree Preservation
Orders in the city and many other trees within
conservation areas
The effect of making an order is to require the owner
to obtain consent from the local planning authority
for any proposed works to the tree. The process is
similar to that of applying for planning permission
except that there is no fee and the consent is valid for
only one year.

