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Like many cities across the country Portsmouth 
is facing a serious problem with air quality. 
Newly available monitoring data from last year 
shows the situation is continuing to get worse 
and we need everyone’s help if we are going to 
achieve the change needed.

Join the fight 
for cleaner air 
in Portsmouth



We are working on plans that will 
not only address air quality but also 
make it easier for people to travel 
sustainably around Portsmouth, 
reduce traffic congestion, improve 
residents’ health and boost the 
local economy.
However we can’t change things 
overnight and the government will 
take action if we don’t make a 
significant improvement in the 
quickest possible time.
This leaflet explains why we’re 
taking the situation so seriously, 
what we’re doing and how you can 
help make a difference.

How is Portsmouth’s 
air quality?
Our tests show air quality in most 
of Portsmouth meets government 
guidelines but there are certain 
areas that don’t.
Previously our concerns focused 
on specific areas along the route 
through London Road, Kingston 
Road and Fratton Road as well as 
in the city centre from the M275 
through to Anglesea Road and 
Queen Street. 
We increased the number of sites 
we monitor to 92 and now have 
new data from 2018 and while it 
has not been fully analysed the 
early suggestion is air quality is 
deteriorating in other areas. Once 
we have the final information we 
will announce where the 
improvements are needed.
Around half of the air pollution is 
caused by vehicles and by 
addressing this factor we can 
make the biggest impact.

What does it mean 
for people’s health?
Air pollution negatively impacts on 
people’s health. Nationally air quality 
may have been a factor in up to 
36,000 deaths a year. Children are 
particularly vulnerable.
This is why we are taking this issue 
very seriously and want you to 
help us make a difference.

How can people 
reduce exposure to 
air pollution?
A key thing to remember about air 
pollution is the further away you are 
from the source the less impact it 
will have on your health, and a 
surprisingly small distance can 
make a difference. Our monitoring 
shows that moving just a few 
metres from the edge of a road 
can reduce the amount of air 
pollution you are exposed to.
Quieter roads will have less 
pollution so you could change 
your route to reduce exposure. But 
for some this isn’t possible and 
that’s why we need to act.
Many people think being in a car with 
the windows up protects them from 
air pollution but it actually increases 
your exposure because cars take 
in a lot of air through their engines 

and are so close to other vehicles 
that it may not be very clean.

What is the council 
doing?
In the last year we have been 
developing a citywide plan to 
tackle air quality as quickly as 
possible.
A lot of projects we have already 
delivered are designed to improve 
this and reduce car use and 
encourage more sustainable 
travel such as:
• introducing electric vehicle 

charging points on-street and 
in our car parks, and retrofitting 
over 100 buses to remove 
dangerous chemicals from 
exhaust fumes

• expanding sustainable 
alternatives to the car with the 
introduction of the new Park & 
Ride route for the city centre
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• Improving traffic flow across 
the city with projects like 
moving and enhancing the 
Anglesea Road crossing

• making sustainable travel 
choices more accessible with 
improvements to cycling 
including safety improvements 
for cyclists at junctions along 
London Road, Kingston Road 
and Fratton Road, and a new 
city bus depot being 
investigated

Not only do these projects help air 
quality and improve people’s 
health, they also make it easier for 
people to move around the city 
and have a knock-on effect of 
helping businesses and boosting 
the local economy.
We are continuing our ongoing 
work and actively pursuing further 
improvements. We have just been 
awarded £4m as the first part of a 

£200m bid to government to 
improve public transport across 
Portsmouth and the wider region. 
We have also written to government 
asking for support and funding, to 
take forward a host of new 
schemes including:
• converting all taxis to electric 

vehicles
• free bus passes for all residents
• new bus and tram services and 

a local bus depot
• removal of government 

housing targets (currently 830 
completed homes a year)

• work to support businesses 
• a car scrappage scheme
• extra funding for cycling facilities
However analysis shows the 
measures we are looking at won’t 
improve the situation as quickly as 
the government wants, but we’re 
continuing to work with them to 
try to find new solutions.

What will the 
government do?
The government has set legal 
limits for air quality and we are one 
of 61 places in the country that 
has recorded levels above this. 
Government has instructed us to 
improve the situation as quickly as 
possible.
The government’s way of solving 
air quality issues is to bring in clean 
air zones (CAZs) which vehicles 
are usually charged to drive in. 
This can range from just charging 
certain vehicles, like big lorries, to 
charging every single car that 
drives in the zone.
If the government’s data shows 
our plans won’t make a big enough 
difference they will make us have a 
clean air zone. At the moment 
data shows a clean air zone would 
be the most effective measure.

Air pollution and sources of 
pollutants in Portsmouth What is air 

pollution?
Air pollution can be defined as 
‘contaminant or pollutant 
substances in the air at a 
concentration that interferes 
with human health or welfare, 
or produces other harmful 
environmental effects’  
[REF European Environment Agency].

Most outdoor air pollution in 
urban areas such as 
Portsmouth is man-made. 
Sources of air pollution mainly 
comprise those involving 
combustion processes, and 
examples are:
• Transport, particularly road 

traffic
• Industrial, commercial and 

domestic sources
• Background and trans-

boundary pollution 
(unavoidably brought into  
the city via weather 
systems).

*Regional Background pollution 
Pollution that is transported into the 
city by the wind from further away

*Local Background Pollution 
Other pollution sources within and 
around the city, e.g. from central 
heating systems
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You can get this information in large 
print, Braille, audio or in another 
language by calling 023 9284 1106ä à

å ã

www.portsmouth.gov.uk

How you can help
We all have a part to play in 
improving the air quality within our 
city, and shaping the city for future 
generations. We’re asking everyone 
in Portsmouth to do what they can to 
travel more sustainably. We know 
some people need to use their cars 
but we’d be grateful if you can:
• try choosing a cleaner commute 

– share a ride to work, cycle, or 
take the bus

• combine errands for fewer trips 
and walk when possible

• avoid excessive idling of your car 
by switching your engine off when 
you’re not moving  for a minute or 
so

• when you need new wheels – 
think about getting a hybrid or 
electric car. You could start by 
giving one a test drive

• find out about the quieter cycle 
and walking routes to enjoy 
cleaner air 

We’ll keep you updated on our air 
quality work in Flagship magazine as 
well as on our website and social 
media, visit portsmouth.gov.uk and 
search for cleaner greener safer. 

Together we can 
make a difference  
to our city, today 
and in the future. 
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