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INTRODUCTION BY THE CHAIRMAN:    The Neighbourhood Watch is growing slowly across 
Portsmouth.  If you have any friends who would like to start a NW in their Street, please get them to 
email me on pompeynwa@hotmail.com and I can get them started.  The more people we can make 
aware of local crime and how to avoid it, the better.  If you would like a NW poster to put up at your 
work, please also just email me.  Thanks. 
 
POLICE UPDATE:   
 
Fun for Kids Day 19th April  The Dogs Trust is holding a kids fun event, from 10 a.m. on the 
19th April. It will be held at Milton Village Hall, Milton Road, Southsea, and will include a treasure hunt, 
arts and crafts, Pompey in the Community sports activities. Police dogs (and their handlers!) will be in 
attendance.  For more info, contact sara-jane.ladums@gmail.com or   
PCSO susan.smith@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Better weather (hopefully!)  It is to be hoped that the advent of Spring will herald some better 
weather in the coming weeks. It is common for people to purchase new equipment to get their 
gardens sorted out. Please take time to ensure your sheds and outbuildings are secured with good 
quality locks/alarms, as garden equipment is often targeted at this time of year. 
 
Cycle theft  There has been a reduction in cycle theft over the last couple of months, although there 
have been some recent reports of cycles being taken in the St. Thomas area.  The usual advice 
remains valid about “postcoding” your bike, keeping it secure at home and when out and about, and 
using good quality cycle locks. The front office staff at Portsmouth Central police station has a stock 
of robust “D-Locks”, which can be purchased for £25, a saving of £10 when compared to the RRP. 
Cycle owners are reminded of websites such as www.immobilise.com 
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Doorstep crime   We use this term to describe distraction burglary and rogue trading.  Offenders 
knock on the door pretending to be someone else. They distract the resident to gain entry and steal 
items from inside, sometimes with an accomplice. Offenders may pretend to have lost a pet or claim 
they need to use your home phone. They may claim they are from a council, utility supplier or even 
police.  If you're not sure, don't open the door.  Read our crime prevention advice at  
www.hampshire.police.uk/advice/protecting-your-home-and-belongings/burglary/  and always: 

lock all doors, even when at home stop unknown people from entering 
use a chain or spy hole      tell the police about unwanted or suspicious callers by calling 101 

If it's an emergency, it's always 999.  You can also provide information to the independent 
Crimestoppers charity if you wish to stay anonymous by calling 0800 555 111.  

As well as people calling at the door, there is also a need to be vigilant when being “cold-called” on 
the telephone. A common ploy is for a criminal to pretend they are calling from your bank, utilities or 
internet provider. If you were not expecting such a call, do not provide any personal details, 
particularly account numbers or passwords. Genuine staff calling for legitimate reasons will never ask 
you to disclose personal details on the phone. If in doubt, hang up, and report this via the contact 
numbers on your account/bill documentation, or to the police. 
  
Power cuts/faults - Call 105  There is a new, national number to call in the event that you have a 
power cut or loss of service at home. The number to call is 105. It’s free of charge and will put you 
through to your local electricity network operator who can give you help and advice.  Many people 
don’t know they should contact their local electricity network operator if they have a power cut. They 
often mistakenly call the electricity supplier they pay their bills to.  That’s why the electricity network 
operators have introduced 105 – to give you an easy-to-remember number to call that will put you 
through to the local people who can help. 
 
Inspector 3189 Dave RYAN 
 
THE COMMUNITY WARDENS:    Community Wardens are part of the Safe, Clean and Tidy Team. 
The Community Wardens purpose is to help keep the City Safe, Clean and Tidy providing help and 
support when needed.  Community Wardens are a front line team responding to demands to help 
ensure a safe and pleasant environment for all the Community. 
  

Recently there has been an increase in reports around dog fouling in the Highbury area. The Safe 
Clean and Tidy team have taken measures to try and rectify this problem and catch offenders. There 
has been a visible improvement from this work. 
  

If you witness someone failing to pick up after their dog or if you want to report instances of  
dog mess, you can call 0800 0853840. You can also report this via our website which is 
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/the-council/report-it.aspx or by the free My Portsmouth app. 
The more evidence we have the more likely we can sort out the problem.  If possible, please provide 
information on times when the offence(s) took place, description of the dog, description of the owner, 
the address they are seen entering or leaving and any vehicle registration. 
 
The website and app can also be used to report other issues which could include broken streetlights, 
a dumped fridge or other instances of fly-tipping, dangerous pavements, graffiti, and illegally-parked 
vehicles. 
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