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Discover how The National Museum of the Royal Navy 
is helping to bring the D-Day Story alive. See page 12.

nmrn.org.uk

D-Day: 
a new 

way to 
tell their 

stories
See pages 4 – 5
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Distribution
Distribution 92,750. flagship is distributed by the National 
Door to Door Company (d2dc). Deliverers should have an 
official route map from the company. If you live in a block of 
flats, please help them get access. To check their identity or in 
case of a problem, please contact Charlene Ellis at the 
company on 01904 606300.

Your council
Councillors’ meetings are normally held in public. Anyone may 
make their views known on an agenda topic or ask questions 
by prior arrangement. For details of council meetings search 
meetings at www.portsmouth.gov.uk To watch full council 
meetings online search streaming. Search council wards for 
details of your local councillors. Or call 023 9283 4092.

Visits and phone calls

The main council switchboard is on 023 9282 2251. Use this 
if you know the person or department you need to speak to.

Civic Offices reception, housing options and children’s social 
care: open 9am –       5pm Mon to Thu, 9am –       4pm Fri.
City helpdesk, licensing, housing benefit, council tax, elections, 
parking and family information service: open 9am –       4pm 
Mon to Fri.

Finding information

Using www.portsmouth.gov.uk is usually the quickest and 
easiest way. Here are some popular topics.

Problems like broken street lights or potholes

 f use our My Portsmouth app
 f click the report button on our home page
 f call 023 9283 4092

Bins, rubbish and recycling

 f search rubbish and recycling on our site
 f tell us we’ve missed a collection by clicking report on 

our home page
 f call 023 9284 1105

Elections enquiries

 f search elections on our site for lots of information
 f call 023 9283 4074

Council tax

 f search council tax on our site to pay or set up a 
direct debit

 f click report on our home page to tell us you’ve moved
 f call 023 9268 8588

Schools admissions

 f apply for places –      search school admissions on our site
 f call 023 9268 8008

Libraries

 f renew books online –      search renew on our site
 f call 023 9281 9311

How we use your information
Search data protection at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Advertisements
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
advertisements or sponsorship in this publication, Portsmouth 
City Council cannot accept any liability for errors and 
omissions. We will not accept any responsibility for claims 
made by advertisers and their inclusion in flagship, and this 
should not be taken as an endorsement by Portsmouth 
City Council.

Competitions

Competitions in flagship are open only to people who live or 
work in Portsmouth. They are not open to council employees.



Friends across the Channel
People in Portsmouth and our twin city of Caen 
are continuing to celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of our link.

This month, delegates from the French city are visiting 
Portsmouth for a ceremonial re-signing of the original 
twinning agreement. The trip follows a similar visit to 
Caen last November by the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth.

Andrew Starr, chairperson of the Caen –  Portsmouth 
Friendship Committee, said: “In 1987, the cities of Caen 
and Portsmouth signed a twinning agreement, which 
began more than 30 years of friendship. 

“Caen was the first major city to be liberated after  
the Normandy landings in 1944, many of which were 
initiated here in Portsmouth. Caen’s port of Ouistreham 

is also where most ferry crossings from Portsmouth  
to France arrive each year.

“The link isn’t simply for the councils –  it’s for all the 
people of the cities who want to make contact with 
each other.

“We’re a group of volunteers who are supported, but 
not funded, by the council. Our role is to promote 
friendship and links between our cities’ people, schools 
and businesses.”

The group is offering places on a Saturday day trip  
to Caen in June.

If you’re interested in the trip, or want to get involved 
with the twinning link as an individual, school or 
business, go online to tinyurl.com/portcaen 

The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Cllr Ken Ellcome, re-signs the twinning agreement 
in France with the Mayor of Caen, Joël Bruneau, last November.

Lord Mayor Cllr Jim Lodge, right, and Mayor of Caen Jean- Marie Girault sign the 
original twinning agreement in 1987.
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D-Day birthday

A home-made birthday card, 
given to Lance Bombardier WJ 
Edgar by his friend, Bob Dunn, 
on D-Day. They landed on 
Juno Beach. Inside Bob writes: 
“You’re 21 but once in your life. 
It may be in peace or in times 
of strife. But one thing with rage 
will sure make you dance. To be 
21 just when landing in France.”

Signal of surrender

The original teleprinter 
signal received by 
Arthur Wichall’s unit, 
announcing the German 
unconditional surrender. 
He served in the Royal 
Corps of Signals as a 
driver from the beginning 
of the Second World War 
until around 1948.

Telling the story –  these are among the fascinating objects on display in the new-look museum

The personal stories behind an epic day
The D-Day Story, the only 
museum in the UK dedicated to 
the Normandy landings of 1944, 
is opening in time for Easter.

The opening follows a £5m 
transformation of the D-Day museum 
in preparation for the 75th anniversary 
of the landings next year.

D-Day was a pivotal moment in the Second World War, 
and the new-look museum re-tells the human stories 
that underpin the history, as the event passes from 
living memory.

The D-Day Story will contain many exhibits which have 
not previously been displayed, housed in refurbished 
galleries that feature the words and perspectives of 
those involved –  both military personnel and civilians.

Project director Jane Mee said: “Our aim in transforming 
the museum was to keep alive the stories of those who 
took part in these momentous events, whether they 
were in the armed forces or were ordinary civilians. We’re 
very fortunate to have had a close working relationship 

with Normandy veterans over the past 30 years, and 
are privileged to be entrusted with their memories.

“The transformation will enable new audiences to 
engage on a personal level with this remarkable 
moment in history and help to ensure that the museum 
maintains the international significance that it deserves.”

British troops on Southsea seafront, about to board landing craft at South 
Parade Pier, en route to Normandy.
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The general’s map

A map used by General John 
Crocker during the 1944 
Normandy campaign. The 
coloured-in contours were 
added by General Crocker 
himself by hand as a way of 
familiarising himself with the 
terrain. The map was hung in 
the general’s caravan and 
was used until August 1944.

Sea-sickness kit

Two unused sick bags 
issued to Harry Albert 
Backinsell for the sea 
crossing to Normandy. He 
landed there soon after 
D-Day with 51st Heavy 
Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
On D-Day itself the 
weather was bad and 
most people used theirs.

Telling the story –  these are among the fascinating objects on display in the new-look museum

The personal stories behind an epic day
The D-Day Story is full of personal stories of courage 
and determination, comradeship and sacrifice, secrecy 
and deception, innovation and tactics. It’s a story of 
how ordinary people worked together to achieve an 
extraordinary outcome: the epic made personal; the 
personal made epic.

At the heart of the museum’s iconic collection is the 
historic 83m Overlord Embroidery, an art textile 
inspired in part by the 11th century Bayeux Tapestry. 
Commissioned in 1963 by Lord Dulverton of Batsford, 
the embroidery documents the Battle of Normandy, 
codenamed Operation Overlord.

For a small additional charge, visitors will be able to 
convert their ticket into an annual pass for unlimited 
visits all year round – an especially good deal for local 
residents. 

Landscaping and further improvements to the outside 
of the museum building will be completed next year 
when Landing Craft Tank 7074 will arrive in Portsmouth 
in time for the 75th anniversary of D-Day on 6 June 2019.

For more information visit www.theddaystory.com

A section of the Overlord Embroidery shows Allied 
ships crossing the English Channel on their way to 
Normandy, with Allied aircraft overhead. 

Designed by Wren officer Dorothy Ward, this hung in 
the underground HQ beneath Fort Southwick. It 
illustrates the role played by women in the wartime 
armed forces. 
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★ MAR ★ APR ★ MAY ★ JUN ★
All the  highlighted  events are free

out about

There isn’t room here for all the 
things to do and places to visit 
in Portsmouth.

You can find out more about 
forthcoming events and attractions 
at www.visitportsmouth.co.uk It’s 
the definitive listing for events and 
activities, for residents and visitors.

If you have an event to promote, 
or want more information about 
something listed on the website, 
call us on 023 9282 6722 or email 
vis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

To keep in touch with things to 
do around the city, sign up to 
our monthly Visit Portsmouth 
e-newsletter. Go to bit.ly/2bz13Sn

There’s loads 
more happening

Our distributors are contracted to 
deliver flagship between 17 and 23 
March. Depending on where you live, 
some events may have taken place 
before you receive your copy. 
However, events for this period were 
included in the last edition of the 
magazine.

3 –  4, 10 and 12 April, 29 and 31 May 
Kids Club
Port Solent, 11am –  4pm.

Until 15 April 
Postcards from my 
Neighbourhood
Aspex, Wednesday –  Sunday, 
11am –  4pm. Exhibition of work 
from within PO postcode.

17 March-10 June 
Shipyard by Lachlan Goudie
National Museum of the Royal Navy, 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 
Standard admission prices. 
Exhibition featuring shipbuilders 
and their creations by a judge from 
TV’s Big Painting Challenge.

30 March –  10 June 
The Endless Village
Aspex, Wednesday –  Sunday, 
11am –  4pm. Exhibition from artists 
Chris Poolman and Elizabeth Rowe.

22 June –  16 September 
Push and Pull
Aspex, Wednesday –  Sunday, 
11am –  4pm. Will Cruickshank’s 
Heath Robinson machine art.

25 June –  December 
British Tattoo Art Revealed
National Museum of the Royal Navy, 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 
Standard admission prices. 
Exhibition on tattoos and the navy.

Various dates 
Theatre Tour
Groundlings Theatre, timings vary, 
see website.

MARCH
23 Table Top Sale

Eastney Community Centre, 
12.30pm –  2.30pm.

23 Hollywood Concerto
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £17 –  £32. 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.

23, 27 and 30 
Coriolanus
Groundlings Theatre, 7.30pm on 
23rd and 30th, 11am on 27th. 
£16 (£14 concs).

ONGOING
Mondays (not bank holiday) 

Cosham Market
High Street, 9am –  5pm.

Every Wednesday 
Mini Makers
Aspex, 10.30am –  11.30am. 
Free art workshops for early years 
kids and parents/guardians.

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
Commercial Road Market
Commercial Road, 9am –  5pm.

Every Friday 
Street Food Fridays
Lakeside North Harbour, 
11am –  3pm. Run by Love Southsea.

Every Saturday 
Family Saturdays
Aspex, 11am –  1pm. Drop-in 
workshop for the whole family.

Second and last Sundays 
Classic Car Meet
Port Solent, 11am.

Hollywood Concerto, 23 March
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24 Antiques and Collectables 
Market
Palmerston Road, 9.30am –  4.30pm.

24, 28 and 29 
Julius Caesar
Groundlings Theatre, 7.30pm on 
24th and 29th, 11am on 28th. 
£16 (£14 concs).

24 The Shape of Water (15)
No. 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 concs).

25 World Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  4pm.

7 The Lion King (U)
No. 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 concs).

7 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm –  10pm. 
£5, skate hire £2.50.

7 –  8 Love Southsea Market
Palmerston Road, 9am –  5pm Sat, 
10am –  4pm Sun.

8 Guided Walk
Millennium Promenade. Starts at 
The Hard, 2pm. £3.

8 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am –  5pm.

11 Easter Fun at the Big Screen
Guildhall Square, 11am –  3pm. 
Includes rides, face painting and 
trampolines.

11 Land Rover BAR Tech Deck
Family open day. Hands-on 
interactive experiences help you get 
close to the boats, people, and 
technology of the team. Book at 
uk.bookingbug.com/home/49898-
Land-Rover-BAR

11 University of Portsmouth 
Lecture
Eldon Building, 6pm –  7pm. Wild 
Mathematicians: Apes’ secret 
formula for resolving quantitative 
problems.

14 Society for Nautical 
Research Talk
Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 2pm. £5. Spurious, 
Outrageous, Uproarious: 
The Evolution of the Fleet Carrier.

14 The Post (12A)
No. 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 concs).

28 University of Portsmouth 
Lecture
Portland Building, 6pm –  7pm. Ideal 
Homes: Domestic design and 
suburban modernism.

28 Lee Scratch Perry
Wedgewood Rooms, 8pm. £26.

30 –  15 April 
Easter Egg Trail
Emirates Spinnaker Tower, 10am –  
5.30pm. Standard admission prices.

31 Finding Your Feet (12A)
No. 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 concs).

31 –  2 April 
Craft Show
Fort Purbrook, 10.30am –  4.30pm. 
£3. Run by Woodland Crafts.

APRIL
1 Easter Egg Hunt

Port Solent, 11am –  2pm.

1 Joe Black: A Touch of Evil
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm. £10.

3 Portsmouth Pensioners’ Assoc
Council Chamber, Guildhall, 
1.30pm. Celebration of 10 years of 
the senior bus pass and talk on city 
transport history.

3 –  7 Turn of the Screw
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm (and 
2.30pm Sat matinee). £22-£26.

6 –  7 Southsea Beerex
Wedgewood Rooms, 6pm both 
nights, plus 12pm Saturday. 
£10 (includes free glass and 
programme).

7 Open Day
Eastney Community Centre, 
10am –  1pm.

   Explore the view decks with our Easter Egg trail

   Meet the Easter Bunny*

   Venture across the amazing glass Sky Deck

   Relax in the open air Sky Garden

   Tuck into tasty treats in our Waterfront Cafe

Open daily from 10am 

SPINNAKERTOWER.CO.UK
*Easter Bunny will be making appearances between  
30 March and 2nd April 

BOOK  
ONLINE  
& SAVE

EASTER FUN  
AT THE TOWER
30 MARCH - 15 APRIL 

Turn of the Screw, 3 –  7 April

Land Rover BAR Tech Deck, 11 April
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15 Hampshire Farmers’ Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  2pm.

15 Crafts in the Tower
Square Tower, 11am –  4pm. Local 
artists and makers.

15 Jesse Robinson: 
Here Comes the Girl
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm. 
£18 (£10 under-15s).

16 Mike Piggott Quartet
Innlodge hotel, 7.15pm. £15 
(£13 concs). Portsmouth Jazz.

16 Portsmouth Chamber Music
Marmen Quartet. Guildhall, 7.30pm. 
£18 (£16 concs).

17 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Zodiac Suite, Guildhall, 12pm.

18 Portsdown U3A
Cosham Baptist Church, 2pm –  4pm. 
£2 visitors, free for members. 
Dance bands of the 50s and 60s, 
and other music.

19 #ThirdThursdays
Aspex, 6pm –  8pm.

19 Giovanni Pernice –  Born to Win
Kings Theatre, 8pm. From £29.50.

19 Massed Choir Extravaganza
Guildhall, 7pm. £10.

20 –  21 Zeebrugge: The Centenary 
Conference
National Museum of the Royal Navy, 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 
Price tbc.

20 Bohemian Fire
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £17-£32. 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.

21 The Square (15)
No. 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 concs).

23 –  25 20th Century Boy
Kings Theatre, 8pm. From £29.50.

25 University of Portsmouth 
Lecture
Richmond Building, 6pm –  7pm. 
Does where you grow up affect 
your life chances?

10 –  12 Boogie Child
Groundlings Theatre, 7.30pm.  
£14 (£12 concs).

11 –  12 Portsmouth Beer Festival
Guildhall, 6pm –  11pm (and 
12pm –  5pm Saturday). £12 plus 
booking fees.

11 –  12 Dara O’Briain
Kings Theatre, 8pm. £25.

12 Yarn Shop Day
Seeded, Winter Road, 10am –  3pm.

12 Society for Nautical 
Research Talk
Royal Naval Club & Royal Albert 
Yacht Club, 2pm. £5. Shipping to 
Shopping: The History and 
Architecture of Gunwharf.

28 Antiques and Collectables 
Market
Palmerston Road, 9.30am –  4.30pm.

29 World Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  4pm.

29 G3
Guildhall, 7pm. £40.20-£51.40. 
Joe Satriani, John Petrucci and Uli 
Jon Roth.

29 Dodge Brothers
Featuring Mark Kermode.  
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £14. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

MAY
1 Beth Hart

Guildhall, 7pm. £40.20 –  £45.24.

4 May the 4th
Guildhall Square, 7pm. Star Wars on 
the Big Screen, plus related activities.

4 James Phelan Magician
Groundlings Theatre, 7.30pm. 
£15 (£13 concs).

5 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm –  10pm. 
£5, skate hire £2.50.

5 Family Summer Fair
YMCA Nursery, HMS Excellent, Whale 
Island, 11am –  2pm. Archery, crafts 
and many more activities. 
Ticket-only event. Free tickets 
from whaleisland@ymca-fg.org

5 –  6 Love Southsea Market
Palmerston Road, 9am –  5pm 
Saturday, 10am –  4pm Sunday.

5 –  7 Lord Mayor’s Rural & 
Seaside Show
Castle Field, 10am –  5pm. Includes 
heavy horse displays, ferret racing, 
craft stalls and children’s rides.

6 Morgan and West –  
More Magic for Kids
New Theatre Royal, 2.30pm.  
£12 –  £14.

6 Will Pound’s Through 
the Seasons
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £14. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

6 Slade UK
Nelson’s Bar, 7.30pm. £10. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

8 Portsmouth Pensioners’ Assoc
Council Chamber, Guildhall, 
1.30pm. Talk: plastic pollution in the 
sea by Zoe Morrell of the University 
of Portsmouth.

8 My Dad Wrote a Porno
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £31.80.  
From the team behind the podcast.

WardWalk 2018

Sign up today! 
W

Registered Charity N
o: 1047986

        02392 286000 Ext: 5927

Walk for someone you love 

Sunday 20 May, 10:00am - 12:30pm
Staunton Country Park, Havant 

Walk for The Rocky Appeal, 
a Ward or Department at Queen 

Alexandra Hospital 

PortsmouthHospitalsCharity
@PorthospCharity

fundraising@porthosp.nhs.uk

5K or 10K
available

£2 reg fee

50% offStaunton Farm ticketsFREE parking, water andsnacks

Beth Hart, 1 May My Dad Wrote a Porno, 8 May
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12 Portsmouth Light Orchestra
Admiral Lord Nelson School, 
7.30pm. £8, under-16s free.

13 Seeded Roving
The Square Tower, 11am –  4pm.

13 Nelson Trail Guided Walk
Starts at Portsmouth Museum, 
2pm. £3.

13 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am –  5pm.

14 –  19 Flashdance The Musical
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm (plus 2.30pm 
matinees Wed and Sat). From £14.

15 Mayor Making Ceremony
Guildhall, 10am. Tickets from 
Cosham Library, Central Library,  
or Guildhall.

16 Portsdown U3A
Cosham Baptist Church, 2pm –  4pm. 
£2 visitors, free for members. 
Langstone Coastal Defences.

17 #ThirdThursdays
Aspex, 6pm –  8pm.

19 Ben Portsmouth is Elvis
Guildhall, 7pm. £27.70 –  £33.20.

19 University of Portsmouth 
Ensembles
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm. 
£9 – £13 (£38 family).

26 University of Portsmouth 
Swing Band
Cumberland House garden terrace, 
Canoe Lake, 2.30pm –  5pm.

26 –  27 Mutiny Festival
King George V playing fields in 
Cosham. www.mutinyfestivals.co.uk

27 World Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  4pm.

28 Live Music for the Bank Holiday
Port Solent, 12pm.

29 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Zodiac Suite, Portsmouth Guildhall, 
12pm.

30 –  Jun 2 
Agatha Crusty & the Murder 
Mystery Dinner
Trinity Church Theatre, 7.30pm 
(and 2.30pm Sat matinee). 
£10, concs £8. Phoenix Players.

JUNE
1 Magic of Hollywood –  

Pasha Kovalev
New Theatre Royal, 7.30pm.  
£10 –  £28.

2 Roller Disco
Southsea Skatepark, 7pm –  10pm. 
£5, skate hire £2.50.

2 Portsmouth Festival Choir
Anglican Cathedral, 7.30pm. 
£10-£12. John Rutter and 
Vaughan Williams.

2 –  3 Love Southsea Market
Palmerston Road, 9am –  5pm Sat, 
10am –  4pm Sun.

4 Portsmouth Pensioners’ Assoc
AGM. Council Chamber, Guildhall, 
1.30pm.

6 D-Day Memorial Service
D-Day Stone, St Helen’s Parade, 
10.50am –  11.30am.

8 –  23 Mamma Mia
Kings Theatre, timings vary –  
see website. From £22.

9 Worldwide Knit in Public Day
Seeded, Winter Road, 10am –  12pm.

19 Open Day
Tudor Sailing Club, next to 
watersports centre, Eastern Road. 
Taster sails, bar, BBQ, games for 
children. 2pm –  6pm.

20 Hampshire Farmers’ Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  2pm.

20 Crafts in the Tower
Square Tower, 11am –  4pm. 
Local artists and makers.

21 Tommaso Starace Quartet
Innlodge Hotel, 7.15pm. £15 
(£13 concs). Portsmouth Jazz.

22 Woody Pines (Nashville)
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £14. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

22 –  26 Great Expectations
New Theatre Royal, timings vary. 
£22 –  £26.

26 –  3 June 
Harbour Life Half Term
Emirates Spinnaker Tower, 
10am –  5.30pm. Standard 
admission prices. The stories 
behind Portsmouth Harbour.

26 Antiques and Collectables 
Market
Palmerston Road, 9.30am –  4.30pm.

Dara O’Briain, 11 –  12 May

Great Expectation, 22 –  26 May

Mamma Mia, 8 –  23 JuneFlashdance The Musical, 14 –  19 May
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10 Waterside Market
Port Solent, 11am –  5pm.

10 Spice Island Guided Walk
Starts at Portsmouth Museum, 
2pm. £3.

10 MCG Choir and RM Assoc 
Concert Band
Guildhall. £9 –  £16.  
70th anniversary concert.

12 Swan Lake
Guildhall Square, 6.30pm. Live 
ballet from Royal Opera House.

13 The Tempest
Gatcombe Park, 7.30pm. £5 –  £15. 
With New Theatre Royal.

14 Falklands Flag Raising
Guildhall Square, 10.30am –  11am.

19 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Zodiac Suite, Guildhall, 12pm.

20 Portsdown U3A
Cosham Baptist Church, 2pm –  4pm. 
£2 visitors, free for members.The 
lifeboat Aguila Wren.

21 Chat Over Chai
Guildhall Cafe, 12.30pm –  2.30pm. 
Discussion held by Journeys Festival 
International.

21 #ThirdThursdays
Aspex, 6pm –  8pm.

22 The Tallis Scholars
Anglican Cathedral, 8pm –  10pm. 
£17 (£15 concs).

22 Rura
Folk. St George’s Church, Portsea, 
8pm –  10pm. £15 (£13.50 concs).

23 Antiques and Collectables 
Market
Palmerston Road, 9.30am –  4.30pm.

24 World Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  4pm.

24 Journeys Festival International
Aspex Gallery, 11.30am –  3pm. Craft 
workshops. All ages and abilities.

25 Armed Forces Flag Raising
Guildhall Square, 10am –  11am.

26 La Boheme
Guildhall Square, 6.30pm. Live 
opera from Royal Opera House.

26 Calico and Alice Wallace
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £12. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

27 The Skids with The Glorias
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm. £26.

30 Armed Forces Day
Southsea Common, 10am –  4pm.

15 –  24 Portsmouth Festivities
Various venues. Events priced 
individually. 10-day festival of 
arts and culture.

15 O Duo
Anglican Cathedral, 8pm –  10pm. 
£15 (£11 concs).

16 Comic Con
Port Solent, 11am –  late.

16 Portsmouth Choral Union
St Mary’s Church, 7.30pm. 
£13 advance. Vaughan Williams 
and Elgar.

16 Charity Concert
Portsmouth Festivities: Portsmouth 
Philharmonic plays Beethoven and 
Vivaldi. Portsmouth Grammar 
School, 7.30pm. £8.50.

16 Malaya 70 Exhibition
Milton Village Hall, 3pm –  4pm. 
Military history expert Simon 
Howlett on the 70th anniversary 
of the Malayan Emergency.

17 Hampshire Farmers’ Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  2pm.

17 Crafts in the Tower
Square Tower, 11am –  4pm. 
Local artists and makers.

18 Tony Fisher Quintet
Innlodge Hotel, 7.15pm. £16 
(£14 concs). Portsmouth Jazz.

Venue contact information
Aspex Gallery ................................023 9277 8080...........www.aspex.org.uk
Blue Reef Aquarium .......................023 9287 5222...........www.bluereefaquarium.co.uk
City Council Museums ...................023 9282 6722...........www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk
Emirates Spinnaker Tower .............023 9285 7521...........www.spinnakertower.co.uk
Gunwharf Quays ............................023 9283 6700...........www.gunwharf-quays.com
Kings Theatre .................................023 9282 8282...........www.kings-southsea.com
New Theatre Royal ........................023 9264 9000...........www.newtheatreroyal.com
No.6 Cinema ..................................07435 029408............www.no6cinema.co.uk
Port Solent .....................................023 9221 0606...........www.portsolent.com
Portsmouth Film Society ...............07528 808400............www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk
Portsmouth Guildhall ....................08448 472362 ...........www.portsmouthguildhall.org.uk
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard ......023 9283 9766...........www.historicdockyard.co.uk
Portsmouth Pyramids ....................023 9320 0330...........www.pyramids.co.uk
Royal Marines Museum .................023 9281 9385...........www.royalmarinesmuseum.co.uk
Wedgewood Rooms .......................023 9286 3911...........www.wedgewood-rooms.co.uk

MILTON

GLEE CLUB

YEARS OF SONG

WIN 
A PAIR OF 

TICKETS

MGC Choir and Royal Marines 
Assn. Concert Band

Sunday 10 June 2018 at 3pm
Portsmouth Guildhall
 Tickets from £8 to £17

0844 847 2362 or available on the door

For your chance to WIN a pair of 
tickets to 70 Years of Song, simply 

answer the question below and submit 
it via email to info@mgcchoir.org 

Closing date for this competition is 
Monday 30 April 2018. For more details 
visit: www.portsmouthguildhall.org.uk

Question:
What year was the MGC 

Choir established?

Reg Charity 286733

O Duo, 15 June

Chat Over Chai, 21 June
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www.hovertravel.com

/hovertravelltd

@hovertravelltd

info@hovertravel.com

Solent 
Excursions
from Southsea & Lee-on-the-Solent

For full details on all excursions by month, including historical and 
family trips, visit hovertravel.com

Don’t miss a unique trip on the Solent this year 
by hovercraft

Serving the community for over 20 years

ALL MAJOR 
CARDS ACCEPTED

TRY OUR 
NEW APP!

For Priority Bookings and Contactless Payments

 Free Download from the App Store!

www.aquacars.co.uk

02392654321OR818123
TAXI
Call Us Now

New markets arrive soon
Three new markets are coming to Cosham 
precinct from next month.

On Fridays, starting 6 April, there will be a weekly food 
market called Taste of the South. And on Saturdays, 
starting 7 April, the Love Southsea team will host a 
weekly Love Cosham market with homeware, jewellery, 
art and street food.

Meanwhile, one Sunday a month, there will be an 
antiques and collectables market, starting 8 April.

Cosham’s much-loved Monday market will continue.

The new markets are part of a two-year trial of new 
ways to keep Cosham a bustling centre. We’re also 
looking at the potential for one-off events.

Advertisements
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Restoring a D-Day legend
SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

The National Museum of the Royal Navy, which 
has its headquarters in Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard, is putting the might of its conservation 
expertise behind the restoration of D-Day sole 
survivor Landing Craft Tank (LCT) 7074.

At almost 200 feet long, LCT 7074 is the only one of 
800 similar craft that served during the D-Day landings 
to have survived. Thanks to lottery money and generous 
support from the public, her future is looking bright.

She will be displayed alongside the National Museum’s 
affiliate, the D-Day Story in Southsea, to mark the 75th 
year anniversary of D-Day in 2019.

Director General, Professor Dominic Tweddle said: 
“At dawn, on the morning of D-Day, 6 June 1944, 
800 landing craft approached the Normandy landing 
beaches. What ensued was the largest seaborne 
invasion in history and it was landing craft, including 
LCT 7074, that delivered tanks, troops and essential 

equipment to the beaches. LCT 7074 is the last  
of these vital workhorses known to have actually 
participated in the D-Day landings.

“This makes her totally unique and a key piece in 
history. She will add considerably to the story of D-Day.”

LCT 7074 joins an impressive fleet of historic ships, 
submarines and aircraft now owned by the National 
Museum, which has its headquarters in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard.

The who’s who of famous names in Portsmouth and 
Gosport includes HMS Victory, HMS Warrior 1860, 
First World War Gallipoli veteran HMS M.33 and Second 
World War-era submarine HMS Alliance. Nationwide, 
the National Museum runs HMS Caroline in Belfast and 
200-year-old HMS Trincomalee, Europe’s oldest ship 
afloat, in Hartlepool, County Durham.

Conserving excellence
Working nationally and when at full complement, the 
museum will have a 22-strong team specialising in 
areas of conservation, archaeology, maintenance 
and management to oversee the care of these 
important vessels.

Plans to invest £33 million in Portsmouth and Gosport 
over the next two years were unveiled recently.

One of the major projects is the £3 million re-support  
of Victory which is currently underway. This will kick 
off the ship’s larger £35 million, 15-year conservation 
project. A National Lottery project to replace the 
bulwarks on Warrior is nearing completion.

Conservation expertise and professional stewardship of historic ships was one of 
the compelling reasons the Warrior Preservation Trust transferred ownership of 

HMS Warrior 1860 to the National Museum during 2017.

An ambitious engineering feat is seeing 134 props installed to 
arrest the movement of HMS Victory’s hull within the dry dock 

where she has been since 1922.
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UNIQUE TALKS AND EVENTS I EXCLUSIVE ACCESS I SUPPORTING NAVAL HERITAGE

MEMBERSHIP

CALL 0239 272 8069 OR
VISIT WWW.NMRN.ORG.UK

50% 
OFF  

MEMBERSHIP  
FOR RESIDENTS

USE CODE 
FAMILY50

FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM - SOMERSET

HMS CAROLINE - BELFAST

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE ROYAL 
NAVY HARTLEPOOL

Restoring a D-Day legend
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE ROYAL NAVY

Facts about the LCT
 f LCT is one foot longer than the hull of 

HMS Victory.

 f She has been saved for the nation with the 
support of a £916,149 grant from the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund and £4.7million from 
the National Lottery (Heritage Lottery Fund).

 f On her arrival at Gold beach, near midnight on 
D-Day 6 June, there was one Cromwell tank of 
22 Armoured Brigade HQ with a five-man crew; 
two Sherman tanks with 12 crew and seven 
Stuart tanks of the 5th Royal Tank Regiment 
and 28 crew onboard.

 f She was decommissioned in 1948. During 
the 1970s she became a familiar sight on the 
Liverpool waterfront as Landfall, a floating 
clubhouse and nightclub, until she sank at 
her moorings.

 f She was raised in 2015 and carried back 
to Portsmouth.

Find out more about how you can support 
the restoration of LCT 7074 through a public 
crowdfunding campaign to raise £25,000. Visit 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lct-7074

Readers’ offer
The National Museum of the Royal Navy was 
established in 2009 to tell the story of the four forces 
of the British Royal Navy: the Royal Marines, the Fleet 
Air Arm, the Submarine Service and the Surface Fleet.

Take advantage of our exclusive offer, just for 
Portsmouth residents, with 50% off The National  
Museum of the Royal Navy membership. This includes 
Portsmouth and Gosport, HMS Caroline in Belfast, the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum in Somerset and The National 
Museum of the Royal Navy Hartlepool.
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Advertisements

At Fort Nelson, Fareham
13 April – 24 June 2018 

www.royalarmouries.org
#PoppiesTour
Wave is from the installation ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ – poppies and
original concept by artist Paul Cummins and installation designed by Tom Piper –
by Paul Cummins Ceramics Limited in conjunction with Historic Royal Palaces,
originally at HM Tower of London 2014.

Image credit: © Richard Lea-Hair and Historic Royal Palaces

Poppies Flagship Advert (194x128mm)  05/01/2018  11:00  Page 1

023 9223 8533
 rowanshospice.co.uk/walk

Moonlit  
Memories Walk

Saturday 9 June 2018 10pm
Castle Field, Southsea

Register Today
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the care you need, 
the compassion you deserve
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Spring clean? Make it green
If you’re having a spring clean, here are some tips on how to get 
rid of the stuff you no longer need.

Bulky items 
We can’t pick up things like furniture and large electrical 
items as part of your weekly collection. Take them to 
the household waste and recycling centre or use 
Freecycle, Gumtree or eBay, or a local buy-and-sell 
Facebook group. 

Or try a local charity. The Moving on Project are on 
07711 386069 or search Mopp Portsmouth on 
Facebook. Learning Links are on 023 9387 6666  
or go to learninglinks.co.uk/furnish/ 

Or you can book a bulky waste collection from  
us, from £30. Call 023 9284 1105 or email 
recyclingandrefuse@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Small electrical items
Small items which fit in a standard carrier bag (like 
hairdryers) can be put out with your waste collection, 
but must be put on the lid of your recycling bin. 

Garden waste
We can’t pick this up as part of your weekly collection. 
But woody garden waste less than 10cm in diameter is 
accepted at the household waste and recycling centre. 
Or you could try composting. Alternatively, join the 
Green Waste Club at www.greenwasteclub.co.uk

Other items
Clothes, textiles, shoes, glass, books, DVDs, videos  
and CDs can’t be collected for recycling from your 
home. But there are more than 100 recycling points 
around the city where you can take them. Go to  
www.recyclenow.com/local-recycling to find  
your nearest.

Household waste and recycling centre
The centre, at Port Solent, is open seven days a week 
from 9am to 5pm (6pm from 1 April). It’s less busy 
during the week, and at the beginning or end of the 
day. Charges apply for some things not classified  
as household waste. These include soil and rubble, 
charged at £2.50 per standard rubble sack.

Do it online
You can now request a recycling bin or report a 
missed collection online. See rubbish and recycling 
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk
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Could you be a 
childminder?
If you’ve ever thought about becoming a 
childminder, then come and find out more  
at our recruitment event next month.

It’s on Wednesday 25 April, at Landport Family Hub,  
221 Arundel Street, at 6.30pm.

The free, two-hour briefing session will give you all  
the information you need. You’ll hear from a current 
childminder and will be able to ask questions. 

Becky is a Portsmouth childminder. She says:  
“What I love most about my job is the relationship I  
have with the parents and the children that I look after. 
And also that I don’t miss out on the development of  
my own children.

“There’s nothing more rewarding than when a  
child actually gets to a milestone that you’ve been 
looking for. 

“One of the things people don’t usually realise or 
understand is that childminders actually get Ofsted 
inspected in our homes to make sure we’re suitable. 
Pretty much, the criteria that they fill in for us is exactly 
the same as it would be for a nursery or preschool.

“It’s hard work, it’s tiring and it’s challenging, but  
the rewards at the end of the day are worth it.” 

To register for the event or to ask a question, call 
023 9268 8830, email fis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  
or just turn up on the night. 

More info: www.portsmouth.gov.uk/childminding
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Help for parents 
We all want children to have the best chances  
in life, and parents have a really big part to play. 

Simple things are important –  like making sure children 
get enough sleep, eat well and attend school regularly, 
as well as praising their achievements and encouraging 
their interests. 

Here’s where to go if you need extra help and advice.

Family information service 
This offers free information and guidance on all aspects 
of family life to parents, carers and those working with 
families. They’re a great first port of call. Phone 
023 9268 8830 or email fis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Family hubs
There are six hubs in Portsmouth and they hold regular 
parenting surgeries for families having issues with 
children over five. Appointments can be made by 
contacting your local hub. Search family hub at  
www.portsmouth.gov.uk 

Special needs or disabilities
To see the support available to families with children 
with special educational needs or disabilities aged  
up to 25, go to www.portsmouthlocaloffer.org

Early help and prevention team
The team provides practical help and support early on, 
to stop problems getting worse for children. Search 
early help and prevention at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Health visitors
Health visitors provide help and guidance for  
parents with children under five. Find out more  
at what0-18.nhs.uk/solent

More information:

 f search parents at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 

 f parenting@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 
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Be proud to foster 
and transform lives
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Foster carers get fantastic satisfaction from making a real 
difference in the life of a vulnerable child or young person. 

Plus, they receive top-quality support and around £165 – £550 a 
week per child in their care (some of which goes towards food, 
clothes, toys, savings etc for the child). 

Carers come from all walks of life, regardless of ethnicity or 
sexuality. While a spare bedroom is crucial, it doesn’t matter 
whether you own or rent your home. Some people foster as a 
career, whilst some combine fostering with other employment. 

If you don’t feel you can foster full or part-time (e.g. on a respite 
basis), then our Lodgings Plus scheme could be for you. You could 
provide a spare room and around 10 hours of support per week  
to a vulnerable 16 to 24 year-old, helping them with things like 
learning to cook, applying for jobs, college or university, and living 
independently. Lodgings Plus providers receive over £750 for each 
young person in their care (if providing daily meals).

More information:

 f foster.portsmouth.gov.uk

 f fostering@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

 f 023 9283 4071 

or

 f adoption.portsmouth.gov.uk

 f adoptioncentre@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

 f 023 9287 5294

Free tower entry

Anyone who has been thinking about 
fostering can enjoy free entry to  
the Emirates Spinnaker Tower on 
Tuesday 22 May, 7.30pm –  9.30pm, 
and have a chat with current  
foster carers and social workers. 
Portsmouth Adoption Service, along 
with families who have already 
adopted children, will also be at the 
event to share their experiences  
and answer your questions.

What the 
kids say....
Wayne, 22, is now studying for a 
degree. “Fostering gave me another 
chance at my life, which I am so 
grateful for. My carers gave me 
exactly what I needed to succeed, 
including support, encouragement, 
strong boundaries and most of all 
love and being part of an amazing 
loving family. Please think about 
giving another young person the 
same chance that I’ve had.”

Robert, eight, says: “My foster carers 
look after me. I eat a lot of vegetables 
because at home I didn’t. I eat 
healthily and look after my teeth.”
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Looking out for each other
Our road safety officers and lollipop people 
are seeing an alarming amount of incidents 
where drivers fail to stop at crossings.

One day earlier this year an officer saw 21 near misses 
where pedestrians narrowly avoided an accident. 

Drivers (and cyclists) must stop when a traffic light  
or a lollipop sign tell them to. Drivers who don’t stop 
face a fine of up to £1,000 and three penalty points. 

There are around 50 lollipop patrols across 
Portsmouth. Please remember to: 

 f look out for signs that warn they are in operation

 f slow down and be prepared to stop

 f be patient while people cross the road

If you need to park near a school, park away from  
the crossing and never on the yellow zig-zags. 

STOP

Free childcare
Almost all working parents with three or 
four-year-olds are now eligible for 30 hours 
of free childcare a week in term time.

You need to apply before 31 March to receive  
the 30 hours free childcare in April. Find out  
if you’re eligible and apply at 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

You’ll need to log into your account every three 
months to reconfirm your eligibility. If you have a 
problem call the helpline on 0300 1234 097. For 
any other queries about childcare funding email 
fis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

WE WILL BE 
UPGRADING 

STREETLIGHTS 
IN PORTSMOUTH 

THROUGHOUT 2018
It’s a big job! Over 14,500 lamps will be 
replaced* but because LED lights use less 
electricity there will be two major benefi ts 
for the city:

1     
Cost: once the project is complete, 
we’ll save £400,000 a year in reduced 
energy bills

2    The environment: we’ll cut carbon 
emissions by 1,900  tonnes a year.

To fi nd out more about the benefi ts of LED 
lighting, and when the lights in your road 
will be upgraded, visit our website: 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/streetlighting

* Heritage and ornate street lights are not included in 
this scheme. 
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New wardens 
are on patrol
Our new high street wardens are dedicated  
to providing support and advice, as well as 
keeping the city safe, clean and tidy. 

The team of four will focus on busy high street areas, 
helping residents, visitors and businesses.

They’ll provide support and advice to rough sleepers  
as well as tackling problems such as anti-social 
behaviour, aggressive begging, littering and fly-tipping. 
It’s all part of a 12-month trial, which if successful may 
be extended.

They’ll work alongside police, community wardens, 
charities, the NHS, the Crown Prosecution Service and 
probation services, dealing with sometimes complex 
issues. They’ll have clear a focus on helping those who 
want and need help, combined with strong enforcement 
action for those who don’t engage with the support 
offered and cause problems for the community. 

Paying for vital care
Portsmouth councillors have voted to increase 
council tax by 4.49%.

Most of the money will be spent protecting funding  
for adult social care services to help the city’s most 
vulnerable people –  a move the majority of residents 
supported in our recent budget consultation.

Like all local authorities, the council is facing further 
cuts to the money it gets from the government. It has 
already made £94m of savings over the last seven 
years in addition to the £4m agreed in the coming 
year’s budget.

Renting 
needn’t be a
NIGHTMARE
Not when you use Rent it Right, our property 
rentals website, which only features properties  
and landlords that have been checked and 
accredited by the council. 

www.rentitright.co.uk 

Left to right: street wardens Andi Ramsay and Kevin Bazen, 
manager Warren Amor and street warden Billy Morgan.
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More help for 
rough sleepers
We’re planning to boost our support for rough 
sleepers by extending our shelter service.

The 45 beds we offer were originally available only from 
December to March. But councillors have decided to 
fund the scheme throughout the year.

The service is run for us by charities the Society of  
St James and the Salvation Army. 

Beds are booked through our Portsmouth homeless 
day service, which helps people with their housing 
needs and any other issues, such as drug and alcohol 
use. If people are from out of town, staff help them to 
re-establish contact with services in their local area.

We also offer extra temporary beds during cold snaps 
and other severe weather. And we have more than  
200 beds for homeless households, including rough 
sleepers, in more long-term supported accommodation.

We also fund drug and alcohol services.

Dealing with street homelessness involves more than 
just providing beds. That’s why we’re working with other 
public agencies and local voluntary organisations on a 
longer-term strategy for Portsmouth that looks at all the 
complexities of the issue.

Give or find help
You can help people who are street homeless, or find 
out more about local services, with our new Street 
Support Portsmouth website and app.

Go to www.streetsupport.net/portsmouth to find 
organisations that offer services for rough sleepers.

The site also enables local residents and businesses  
to see how they can get involved and do their bit, by 
donating or volunteering. Or if you’re experiencing 
street homelessness then you can find support.
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Making time for yourself...

We know how hard it can be being a carer,  
and how important it is that you have time for 
yourself sometimes –  whether to visit friends,  
go shopping, go to the cinema or just have a 
bath in peace. 

Some of you just need time to look after yourself and 
your own health and wellbeing, including going to 
your doctor, your dentist or your optician. 

But we know all these things take preparation and 
planning, and you need to know that your loved one 
is safe while you’re out. We also know it’s important to 
make sure your loved one can spend time doing the 

things they like –  whether it’s reminiscing, getting  
out in the fresh air, listening to stories or pursuing  
a hobby. 

Our sitting service is designed to give carers a break. 
But we’ve listened to people who use the service, 
and we know that some carers have been let down 
by people not turning up for appointments or by a 
lack of available support. 

The service as it currently stands can be inflexible.  
And we know most of you would like a regular person  
to rely on –  a familiar face to sit with your loved one when 
you’re out. 
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 DO YOU LOOK AFTER SOMEONE?THESE TWO PAGES 
ARE FOR YOU

Making time for yourself...

Keep in touch
The Carers Centre is at 117 Orchard Road, Southsea.

 f Call us on 023 9285 1864

 f Email us on carerscentre@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

 f Search carers at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

 f Follow us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/portsmouthcarerscentre

The personal touch
At the Carers Centre we’ve changed the way  
we’re working.

This means no more forms to fill in. Instead, you’ll get a 
phone call from a member of staff who’ll work with you 
to provide the support you need.

You’ll have a named member of staff to talk to about 
what matters to you and the support you need to make 
your life a bit easier. 

They’ll put in place some plans in case there’s an 
emergency which means you’re unable to continue 
caring for the person you look after.

If you need information or advice about local services –  
whether for you or for the person you look after –  your 
contact at the Carers Centre will be able to help.

Tell us what you think
We’d love to have your views on how we can provide 
the sitting service that you want –  one which helps 
you make time for yourself while caring for and 
supporting your loved one the way you would want.

We’re running two carers’ forums where you can 
meet staff and people from Carers Voice, as well  
as colleagues from the community and voluntary 
sectors, and help shape a personalised service that 
meets your needs.

 f Tuesday 3 April, 12.30pm –  3pm, Cosham 
Community Centre, Wootton Street

 f Thursday 5 April, 12pm –  2.30pm, Lord Mayor’s 
banqueting suite, Guildhall

You can also fill in our online survey until the end of 
April at www.research.net/r/carerssittingservice 
Paper copies are available from the Carers Centre. 
Or you can email voluntary.sector@
portsmouthcc.gov.uk

In your words....
Only another carer understands that even a  
simple task like going to the shop can feel like  
a major expedition.

Here are some of the things you’ve told us:

“You argue for 30 minutes to get your loved 
one to wear matching socks, only to realise that 
you went out with your jumper inside out.”

“I can’t imagine just being able to do nothing.”

“My dad loved making Airfix models. He  
would love someone to sit and make them  
with him now.”

“Only another carer understands that even a 
simple task like going to the shop feels like 
planning and going on a holiday.”
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Advertisement

The Care and Health Information Exchange (CHIE) is a secure 
system which shares health and social care information from 
GP surgeries, hospitals, community and mental health, social 
services and others. CHIE helps professionals across Hampshire, 
the Isle of Wight and surrounding areas provide safer and 
faster treatment for you and your family.

CHIE is the new name for Hampshire Health Record

You can contact us at:  
info.chie@nhs.net 
www.CHIE.org.uk 
0300 123 1519  
or speak to your practice 
for further information.

Your information is also used to improve future care for you, your family and for 
other patients.  This helps plan NHS services and supports medical research. To 
keep your information safe it is moved to a separate database called ‘Care and 
Health Information Analytics’ (CHIA) and changed so that it cannot be used to 
identify you. Your data is never shared for the benefit of commercial companies 
like drug manufacturers.  People who analyse data on CHIA do not have access 
to CHIE, so cannot identify you.

You have the right to opt out of having your data on CHIE for your care or CHIA 
for health planning and research. If you want to do this, please speak to your 
practice or contact the CHIE team directly.

GoodGym is coming
GoodGym is a growing community of runners who combine their 
runs with helping a community project or a lonely older person.

It’s free to take part in and it’s open to all fitness levels. The runs are led by 
qualified coaches who help you with your running technique and support 
you to achieve your fitness goals.

It launches in Portsmouth in May. To find out more and register your interest 
go to: www.goodgym.org/proposals/portsmouth

New public loos
We’re planning to build a 
block of new public toilets at 
College Park, Copnor, within 
the next 12 months. This 
follows last month’s approval 
by councillors of a £180,000 
scheme to provide more loos 
across the city, benefiting 
residents and visitors. 
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We’re sniffing out 
illegal tobacco
We all like a bargain. But cheap cigarettes and 
tobacco can cause a lot of harm.

They’re often cheap because they’re illegal, and the 
trade in illegal tobacco has serious consequences for 
the community. 

That’s why, with the help of sniffer dogs, we’re tracking  
it down and prosecuting people who sell it.

Criminals sell fake, low-quality products which 
encourage people, including children, to get hooked  
on smoking. The cheaper price also makes it harder  
for them to quit. 

Illegal tobacco also avoids UK duty and tax, reducing 
money which could be spent on schools and hospitals. 

Traders selling illegal tobacco undermine decent, 
law-abiding businesses in our neighbourhoods. 

They also bring crime into our city, because many of  
the people smuggling, distributing and selling illegal 

tobacco are involved in drug dealing, money laundering, 
people trafficking and even terrorism. 

Earlier this year, sniffer dog Scamp helped us uncover  
a haul of illegal tobacco worth more than £10,000 in 
Elm Grove, Southsea.

A shopkeeper, whose business is now closed, had 
15,000 illegal cigarettes and 13.5kg of illegal hand-
rolling tobacco, including fake versions of brands such 
as Mayfair, Marlboro, Amber Leaf and Golden Virginia.

He was sentenced to 200 hours of community service 
and told to pay £1,585. The products were destroyed. 

Help stop the trade
If you’re worried about a product, a business, a 
vehicle or an individual, you can report it on our 
24-hour hotline: 023 9268 8777. You don’t have  
to give your details.

Scamp the sniffer dog with a haul of illegal tobacco seized in Elm Grove.
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Make sure you have your say 
The local elections are on Thursday 3 May.  
It’s your chance to have a say in how the  
city’s run, by voting for a local councillor  
to represent you. One seat in each of the  
14 council wards will be up for grabs.

You’ll need to be on the register of electors to  
be able to vote. 

Not being registered doesn’t just mean you can’t 
vote. It can also affect your credit rating.

To register, just go to www.gov.uk/register-to-
vote and have your national insurance number 
handy.

To vote on 3 May, you’ll have to register by 17 April.

You can also vote by post (apply by 5pm, 18 April)  
or appoint someone to vote on your behalf (apply  
by 5pm, 25 April).

More information: search voting and elections at  
www.portsmouth.gov.uk or call 023 9283 4074. 

Investing in our schools
As pupil numbers rise, projects to expand 
schools are under way.

 f Schemes at Moorings Way Infant, Craneswater 
Junior and Northern Parade Infant and Junior  
will be completed by the autumn, creating 345 
more places.

 f In the summer, a £3m project will begin to expand 
and refurbish Cliffdale Primary Academy.

 f A second phase of expansion at the Portsmouth 
Academy is under way, and the expansion of 
Springfield school is nearing completion. Other 
secondary school projects are being developed, 
designed to create 900 more places.

 f Work has started on refurbishing the former 
Vanguard Centre in Cosham. Year 10 and 11 
pupils from the Harbour School in Fratton are 
expected to move to the new site in the autumn. 

We’re also planning a £3.1m re-modelling of Redwood 
Park Academy, so there are more local places.

Artist’s impression of 
how Cliffdale will look.
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Care home fees: make sure 
you know where you stand
If you or someone you look after is in a home registered to provide 
nursing care, make sure you know about a weekly payment called 
funded nursing care (FNC).

What is FNC?

It’s a contribution from the NHS that 
covers the nursing care you receive 
when you’re in a nursing home. It’s 
available to people paying for some 
or all of their own care and those 
funded by the council. It isn’t 
means-tested. The amount is 
£155.05 per week, set by the 
Department of Health, and it’s paid 
directly to the nursing home.

Do I qualify?

FNC is for people in nursing homes 
who need care from a registered 
nurse. If you live in a care home that 

doesn’t offer nursing, or you don’t 
have any nursing needs, then you 
don’t qualify.

If you do get nursing care, your care 
home usually arranges for the 
payment to be made on your behalf 
and you don’t need to do anything.

If you aren’t getting FNC, you’ll need 
to be assessed by your local clinical 
commissioning group (CCG). Speak 
to your nursing home to find out 
how to do this.

Some changes may affect your 
eligibility. For example, if you no 

longer need nursing care, you will 
no longer receive payments.

How can I check the 
payment is being made?

If you are entitled to receive this 
payment and are self-funding, you 
should see it on your bill from your 
nursing home.

More information:

 f Search funded nursing care at 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk

 f Call on 023 9243 7963
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Tipner flood defence update
It’s been a busy winter for the Tipner Lake 
coastal defence scheme.

To date we’ve built more than 400m of new concrete 
wall, which you may have seen from the M275 or  
the Mountbatten centre. 

Winter restrictions limited us to two areas, but at  
the end of this month we’ll be working right along  
this stretch of coastline. 

The off-road coastal cycle track and footpath from 
Twyford Avenue to Portsbridge roundabout has been 
closed, with no public access. The cycle diversion 
between these points will remain throughout the 
construction works.

Temporary fencing is up around the site, but Hilsea 
Lido, Blue Lagoon, South Coast Wakepark and the 
playground have not been affected, with businesses 
open as usual. 

For updates, please see the information boards 
around the site fencing or go to www.escp.org.uk

IS THIS LOVE?
Check your relationships are healthy.  
To take the quiz search ‘Is this love Portsmouth’

Portsmouth 
Safeguarding
Children Board
Protecting Portsmouth’s Children

Advertisement

A section of the new wall.
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There’s now an email version of flagship, so you 
can get the most exciting events and the latest 
stories sent to your inbox every month.

It’s free and it only takes a few minutes to sign up.  
Just share your name and email address, answer  
a few questions, and you’re done.

As well as flagship, you can sign up for a whole  
range of emails. We call them My Portsmouth  
Updates. Here’s the full list:

 f Waste and recycling

 f Family life (schools, days out and  
healthy living)

 f Fostering and adoption

 f Business update

 f Flag It Up (weekly what’s on guide)

 f Your city, your say (consultations  
and getting involved)

 f Health and care

 f Park and Ride

 f Pedal Portsmouth (cycling)

 f Southsea Coastal Scheme

To subscribe to an update, go to  
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/updates-sign-up

Permits online
You can now apply for and renew your resident’s 
parking permit online.

To renew, visit parkingpermits.portsmouth.gov.uk 
You’ll need your current permit number along with  
a pin number, which we’ll send to you before your  
permit expires. 

If you change your vehicle you’ll need to contact us. 
Just email parking@portsmouthcc.gov.uk with your 
new vehicle details, attaching a copy of the new keeper 
supplement or a sales invoice. We’ll then contact you to 
arrange payment of £10.

Stay updated  
on city life
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How we are helping to 
challenge extremism
Charlie Pericleous is the Portsmouth 
coordinator for Prevent, the national strategy 
which aims to prevent people being drawn into 
terrorism. Here, he talks about local work to 
challenge all forms of extremism.

The ideologies of terrorists range widely. They 
include neo-Nazi views, held by Norwegian 
mass-murderer Anders Breivik and by Thomas 

Mair, who murdered MP Jo Cox. They also include the 
beliefs shared by the killers of soldier Lee Rigby, which 
were inspired by Daesh (ISIS or so-called Islamic State). 

In Portsmouth work is under way to challenge 
extremism in all its forms. 

An important part of this work is talking to students in 
schools and colleges. Powerful talks have been given 
to students by Mike Haines, whose brother David was 
beheaded by Daesh, and by Bjorn Ihler, who survived 
the Breivik attack. We’ve also organised talks by former 
members of extreme far-right groups. 

And with local youth charities, we’ve hosted 60 Respect 
workshops with young people, discussing extremism, 
hate crime and world events, and helping them think  
for themselves.

Not so long ago, you may have seen news coverage of 
six Portsmouth men who travelled to Syria. Later there 
were headlines about two Portsmouth brothers who 

helped some of them and were jailed on terror charges. 
With organisations such as Families against Stress and 
Trauma, we’ve helped local communities challenge the 
extremist ideology of Daesh. 

Often parents don’t know the best way to protect 
children from extremism and other online risks. So 
we’ve also been working to equip kids and parents with 
skills to use the internet in a safer way. 

Extremists prey on weakness, or use anger, to 
radicalise people. They use misinformation or distorted 
facts to groom and manipulate vulnerable individuals. 
We would want to act if someone we cared about was 
being sexually abused, getting bullied online or 
becoming involved in drugs or gangs. Being drawn into 
terrorism is no different.

Our Prevent work is about protecting people 
and supporting them before they hurt others 
or get hurt themselves.

For more information and advice go to  
www.saferportsmouth.org.uk or  
www.educateagainsthate.com

Mike Haines, whose brother was killed by Daesh, has spoken to local 
school pupils about tolerance and understanding between communities.
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• Affordable Childcare for 0 to 
12 years all under one roof

• Large indoor and outdoor areas
• Highly qualifi ed Staff
• Ofsted rating GOOD
• Flexible childcare for 

shift workers
• Open 7am to 6pm

T: 02392 421313
E: binsteedchildcare@tiscali.co.uk

Advertisements

Protecting data
New rules are coming into 
force on 25 May under the 
General Data Protection 
Regulation, which is the 
biggest change in data 
protection in 20 years. It 
governs how we can collect, 
use and share any personal 
information about you. You can 
find out more about how we 
use your personal information 
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/
privacynotice

Get networking
Our Business to Business network meetings  
are a great way to make new contacts, promote 
your business and identify synergies with like-
minded local professionals. 

We offer the chance to make a 60-second sales pitch, 
open networking, and support from experienced 
business professionals. Meetings are monthly and cost 
£15, which includes a buffet lunch.

More information: 023 9283 4307 or  
danielle.eberhardt@portsmouthcc.gov.uk.

Plus, keep up with the latest news on funding, grants and 
training by signing up to our Business Update e-bulletin 
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/updates-sign-up

Boost your business
A unique business event returns on 22 May, 
bringing together start-ups, SMEs and 
corporate companies in one place.

Hampshire Meet the Buyer is a combined expo 
and conference where you can speak directly to 
corporate company buyers, meet suppliers, use an 
app to connect with potential new customers and 
hear expert speakers on business development

Supported by the council, the event is aimed  
at businesses in the STEM, engineering, 
construction, facilities management and power 
generation sectors.

More information: search Hampshire Meet the 
Buyer at www.eventbrite.co.uk
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The UK’s premier 
destination  

for naval history

CELEBRATING  
OUR RECORD  

YEAR
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