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Distribution
Distribution 93,000. flagship is distributed by the National 
Door to Door Company (d2dc). Deliverers should have an 
official route map from the company. If you live in a block of 
flats, please help them get access. To check their identity or in 
case of a problem, please contact Charlene Ellis at the 
company on 01904 606300.

Your council
Councillors’ meetings are normally held in public. Anyone may 
make their views known on an agenda topic or ask questions 
by prior arrangement. For details of council meetings search 
meetings at www.portsmouth.gov.uk To watch full council 
meetings online search streaming. Search council wards for 
details of your local councillors. Or call 023 9283 4092.

Visits and phone calls

The main council switchboard is on 023 9282 2251. Use this 
if you know the person or department you need to speak to.

Civic Offices reception, housing options and children’s social 
care: open 9am –  5pm Mon to Thu, 9am –  4pm Fri.
City helpdesk, licensing, housing benefit, council tax, elections, 
parking and family information service: open 9am –  4pm 
Mon to Fri.

Finding information

Using www.portsmouth.gov.uk is usually the quickest and 
easiest way. Here are some popular topics.

Problems like broken street lights or potholes

 f use our My Portsmouth app
 f click the report button on our home page
 f call 023 9283 4092

Bins, rubbish and recycling

 f search rubbish and recycling on our site
 f tell us we’ve missed a collection by clicking report on 

our home page
 f call 023 9283 4092

Elections enquiries

 f search elections on our site for lots of information
 f call 023 9283 4074

Council tax

 f search council tax on our site to pay or set up a 
direct debit

 f click report on our home page to tell us you’ve moved
 f call 023 9268 8588

Schools admissions

 f apply for places –  search school admissions on our site
 f call 023 9268 8008

Libraries

 f renew books online –  search renew on our site
 f call 023 9281 9311

How we use your information
Search data protection at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Advertisements
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
advertisements or sponsorship in this publication, Portsmouth 
City Council cannot accept any liability for errors and 
omissions. We will not accept any responsibility for claims 
made by advertisers and their inclusion in flagship, and this 
should not be taken as an endorsement by Portsmouth 
City Council.

Competitions

Competitions in flagship are open only to people who live or 
work in Portsmouth. They are not open to council employees.
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HMS Queen Elizabeth arrives home for the first time.

Leading Airman Liam Forgeron

The arrival of HMS Queen Elizabeth last month 
was one of the most awe-inspiring spectacles 
Portsmouth Harbour has even seen.

The gigantic ship, the biggest ever built for the Royal 
Navy, will have a huge impact as she flies the flag 
around the world.

But closer to home, she and her sister ship HMS Prince 
of Wales, now being built, will also have a massive effect.

When both carriers are here, the total tonnage of 
vessels at Portsmouth Naval Base will have doubled, 
to a size not seen since the 1950s. They will secure 
the future of jobs at the base for the next 50 years and 
create around 1,000 new jobs in supply companies.

HMS Queen Elizabeth’s commanding officer, Capt 
Jerry Kyd, said: “The Royal Navy has a very special 
relationship with Portsmouth, dating back half a 
millennium, and both carriers will ensure the navy’s city 
remains the focal point of our great nation’s maritime 
power for generations to come.”

Leading Airman Liam Forgeron said: “Being a local lad, 
I’m extremely proud that Portsmouth will now be the 
base port for the nation’s future flagship. Serving aboard 
this mighty vessel is a real honour, as I get to make 
history in my home town.”

A new naval era
Five QE facts

 f Her flight deck could hold 
three football pitches.

 f Her bunkbeds are 3ft wide 
compared to the usual 
2ft 3in.

 f The power station on board 
could supply Portsea Island.

 f Her anchor weighs almost 
as much as a double- 
decker bus.

 f She will make over 500 
tonnes of her own fresh 
water daily.
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★ SEPTEMBER –  DECEMBER ★
All the  highlighted  events are free

out about Our distributors are contracted to 
deliver flagship between 17 and 24 
September 2017. Depending on 
where you live, some events may 
have taken place before you receive 
your copy. However, events for this 
period were included in the last 
edition of the magazine.

There isn’t room here for all the 
things to do and places to visit 
in Portsmouth.

You can find out more about 
forthcoming events and attractions 
at www.visitportsmouth.co.uk It’s 
the definitive listing for events and 
activities, for residents and visitors.

If you have an event to promote, 
or want more information about 
something listed on the website, 
call us on 023 9282 6722 or email 
vis@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

To keep in touch with things to 
do around the city, sign up to 
our monthly Visit Portsmouth 
e-newsletter. Go to bit.ly/2bz13Sn

There’s loads 
more happening

ONGOING
Decorative Arts  &  Contemporary Crafts

Portsmouth Museum, from 
21 October. Ceramics, furniture, 
sculpture, glass and tiles from 
Bloomsbury artists, and display 
from Grayson Perry.

The Spirit of ‘67
Guildhall. Exhibition on Portsmouth’s 
summer of love and its legacy.

27 In Search of Giant Pterosaurs
University of Portsmouth lecture, 
Portland Building, 6pm.

28 The Coal Porters
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £14. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

29 Table Top Sale
Eastney Community Centre, 
12.30pm –  2.30pm.

29 West Side Story (PG)
No 6 Cinema, 7pm. 
£9 (£7.50 conc, £5 under-25s).

29 Motorheadache: A Tribute 
to Lemmy
Wedgewood Rooms, 8pm. £10.

29 –  1 Oct 
Patronal Festival Weekend
Anglican Cathedral, 8am –  5pm. 
Most events free but some need 
tickets. portsmouthcathedral.org.uk

30 Howard’s End (PG)
No 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 conc, £5 under-25s).

30 Gordon Stewart
Organ concert. Anglican Cathedral, 
6.30pm. £10 (conc £8).

OCTOBER
1 Messy Church

St Luke’s Church, Greetham Street, 
3.15pm –  5pm.

2 Lee Nelson
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm. £22.

2 –  13 60+ Festival
Various times and venues.

SEPTEMBER
Until 30 

Sherlock Holmes High Tea
Emirates Spinnaker Tower. £55 for 
two. Includes tower admission.

Until 30 
Sherlock at Spinnaker
Emirates Spinnaker Tower. £15. 
Solve a mystery with clues around 
the tower.

24 Danny Bhoy
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm. £15.

25 Paul Lewis
Portsmouth Chamber Music. 
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £16 –  £18. 
Haydn, Beethoven and Brahms.

26 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall, 12pm.

26 Rip it Up
Guildhall, 7pm. 
£22.84 –  £40.20 (VIP £85).

26 –  30 The Wedding Singer
Kings Theatre, timings vary. £22 –  
£48.

Paul Lewis, 25 September Lee Nelson, 2 October

Sherlock Holmes High Tea, until 30 September The Wedding Singer, 26 –  30 September
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4 Open Afternoon
Portsdown U3A. Cosham Baptist 
Church, 2pm –  4pm.

4 Rain
50 years of Sgt Pepper. Guildhall, 
7pm. £44.12 –  £57.

5 Evening with Alan Titchmarsh
Anglican Cathedral, 7,30pm. 
Talk on ‘All Things Bright and 
Beautiful’. Ticket needed. 
portsmouthcathedral.org.uk

5 Symphonic Firsts
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
Guildhall. 7.30pm. £17 –  £32. 
Beethoven and Bizet.

7 Sex Pistols Experience  & 
 UK Ramones
Pyramids Centre, 7pm. £15.

11 Education  &  Learning as 
Transformation
University of Portsmouth lecture. 
Portland Building, 6pm.

11 RSC Live: Coriolanus
No 6 Cinema, 7pm. £15 
(£12.50 conc).

12 Neighbourhood Forum
Old Portsmouth  &  Gunwharf Quays. 
Becket Hall, Old Portsmouth, 7.30pm.

13 –  14 Portsea Island Beer Festival
Groundlings Theatre, 12pm –  4pm 
and 6pm –  11pm. £5 –  £8. 
groundlings.co.uk

14 Pedal Portsmouth Glow Ride
See pages 10 –  11.

14 Venetian Masterworks
Choral Concert. Church of the Holy 
Spirit, Fawcett Road, 7.30pm. 
£12 adults, £10 conc, £1 under-18s. 
Portsmouth Baroque Choir.

14 Prosecco Festival
Port Solent, 6.30pm. Tickets £25 
www.portsolent.com

15 Seafarers Service
Anglican Cathedral, 10.30am.

15 Hampshire Farmers’ Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  2pm.

15 Crafts in the Tower
Square Tower, 11am –  4pm.

15 Open Studios
Hotwalls Studios, 11am –  4pm.

16 Portsmouth Jazz
Ken Peplowski  &  Julian Marc Stringle 
Quintet. Inn Lodge, Burrfields Road, 
7.15pm. £16 –  £18.

18 Annual General Meeting
Eastney Area Community 
Association. Eastney Community 
Centre, 7pm.

7 Loyle Carner
Wedgewood Rooms, 8pm. £15.

7 Autumn Concert
Portsmouth Light Orchestra. 
Admiral Lord Nelson School, 
7.30pm. £7 inc refreshments. 
portsmouth-light-orchestra.webs.com

8 Waterside Market  &  Vintage 
Car Meet
Port Solent. 11am –  5pm for market, 
10am –  12pm for car meet.

8 Royal Marines Band 
Memorial Service
Anglican Cathedral, 10.30am.

8 De –  Stash
Square Tower, 11am –  3pm. 
Craft market.

10 –  14 The Wizard of Oz
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm 
(2.30pm matinee Sat). From £14. 
Portsmouth Players.

10 Armchair Traveller film show
Guildhall, 2.30pm. In support 
of Lord Mayor’s Appeal and 
Naomi House. Tickets, £4.50 
inc refreshments, from 
Guildhall reception.

60 Plus Festival
Our 60 plus Festival for older 
residents returns 2 –  13 
October, with activities ranging 
from bingo to breadmaking, 
from computing to karate, and 
from cycling to Scrabble.  
Most are free. Look for the 
programme in council venues, 
search 60+ at  
www.visitportsmouth.co.uk  
or call 023 9268 8037.

Wartime talks
A series of Second World War 
talks at Portsmouth Museum, 
titled The D-Day Museum 
Presents, will cover subjects 
including the role of the fire 
service, the life of a wartime 
housewife, and the part played 
by Southwick House in the 
planning of D-Day.

Go to www.ddaymuseum.co.uk 
or call 023 9283 4779.

Prosecco Festival at Port Solent, 14 October

Open Studios, Hotwalls Studios, 15 October

   ⁄  

live.com 02393 870211
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18 Portsdown U3A
Cosham Baptist Church, 2pm –  4pm. 
£2 (free for members). Tools for 
Self –  Reliance scheme for Africa. 
www.portsdownu3a.org.uk

19 Royal Marines 
Association Band
Royal Marines Museum, 
6.30pm –  9pm. £15.

19 –  29 Journeys International Festival
Refugee and asylum-seeker artists. 
Various venues and times. 
www.journeysfestival.com

19 Armchair Traveller Film show
Guildhall, 7.30pm. In support of 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal and Naomi 
House. Tickets, £7.50 inc cheese and 
wine, from Guildhall reception.

20 Pte Henry Tandey VC 
(Henry  &  Hitler)
Groundlings Theatre, 7.30pm. £14 
adults, £12 conc. groundlings.co.uk

20 Salzburg Connections
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. 
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £17 –  £32. 
Mozart and Haydn.

20 –  29 Torment Live Scare Action
Gunwharf Quays, 6pm. Live 
immersive Halloween event, 
13-plus.

21 Dunkirk (12A)
No 6 Cinema, 7pm. £9 
(£7.50 conc, £5 under 25s).

21 Unloc Comedy Night
Lakeside North Harbour, 7pm –  
11pm. £16.52. www.unloc.org.uk

21 –  22 Monthly Craft Market
Palmerston Road, 9am –  5pm 
Saturday, 10am –  4pm Sunday.

26 Halloween Kids Club
Port Solent, 11am –  4pm.

27 Table Top Sale
Eastney Community Centre, 
12.30pm –  2.30pm.

27 Kele Okereke
Wedgewood Rooms, 8pm. £16.

27 Zara Larsson
Guildhall, 7pm. £26.20.

28 Deathly Disco
Action Stations, 6pm –  9pm. Adults 
£10, children free. Laser Quest, 
climbing walls, disco  &  more for 
accompanied under-15s.

28 The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show (15)
No 6 Cinema, 7pm. £10.

28 Freak Show Halloween Party
Emirates Spinnaker Tower, 8pm. £15.

29 American and Vintage 
Car Meet
Port Solent, 10am –  12pm.

29 Wild Ponies
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £12. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

29 Girl Power: The Spice Girls 
Experience
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm. £23.50.

21 –  22 Simplyhealth Great South Run
Southsea seafront. Junior, mini 
and 5k race on Saturday, 10-mile 
on Sunday.

22 –  26 Late-night Opening
Emirates Spinnaker Tower. Until 
9pm. Normal ticket price applies.

23 –  27 Halloween Workshops
Half-term family craft activities. 
Action Stations, 10am –  5pm. 
Free with dockyard ticket.

24 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall, 12pm.

25 The Black Poppy Rose
University of Portsmouth lecture, 
Portland Building, 6pm.

25 –  28 One O’Clock from the House
Trinity Church Theatre, 7.30pm 
(2.30pm Sat matinee). £8 –  £10. 
Phoenix Players.

Journeys Festival International
This event, 19 –  29 October, is a celebration of refugee artists. It 
Includes artworks on the exteriors of buildings, a container turned into 
an art space, dance, live music, family events and conversations over 
coffee and cake. www.journeysfestival.com

Simplyhealth Great South Run
The world’s leading 10-mile running event returns on Sunday 22 
October. If you’re not running, then help cheer on the 25,000 taking part. 
Saturday 21 October sees the junior, mini and 5k events. For more 
details go to www.greatrun.org For transport and traffic information, 
follow @portsmouthroads on Twitter or see www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Kele Okereke, 27 October
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30 Music  &  Movement Around 
the World
Guildhall. Toddler Time 10am –  11am, 
After School Club 4pm –  5pm. £6.

30 –  4 Nov 
Our House
Kings Theatre, 7.30pm (2.30pm 
matinees Wed and Sat). £17 –  £30.50.

NOVEMBER
1 Fireworks Display

King George V Playing Fields, 
Cosham, 6pm.

2 Russian Masters
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £17 –  £32. 
Glinka, Kalinnikov and 
Rachmaninov.

15 Slocan Ramblers
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £12. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

16 City Centre Sparkler
Commercial Road, 4pm –  6.30pm. 
Christmas lights switch-on and 
fireworks with panto stars.

17 Afro Celt Sound System
Wedgewood Rooms, 7.30pm. £25.

18 Christmas Fair
St Luke’s Church, Greetham Street, 
12pm. 30p adults, children free.

18 Handel’s Belshazzar
Portsmouth Choral Union, St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. pcuchoir.org

15 Hampshire Farmers’ Market
Palmerston Road, 10am –  2pm.

19 Crafts in the Tower
Square Tower, 11am –  4pm.

19 Open Studios
Hotwalls Studios, 11am –  4pm.

20 Wayne Shorter Tribute
Terry Seabrook Quintet. Inn Lodge, 
Burrfields Road, 7.15pm. £13 –  £15. 
Portsmouth Jazz.

21 Southsea Skiffle Orchestra
Guildhall, 12pm.

22 Cosham Christmas Cracker
High Street, 4pm –  6pm. Lights 
switch-on with Santa and fireworks.

24 Smooth Classics
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £17 –  £32.

24 Roger Sayer
Organ Concert, Anglican Cathedral, 
8pm. £10 (conc £8).

27 Music  &  Movement Around 
the World
Guildhall. Toddler Time 10am –  11am, 
After School Club 4pm –  5pm. £6.

27 Tamsin Waley –  Cohen  &  James 
Baillieu
Portsmouth Chamber Music. 
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £16 –  £18. 
Bach, Schubert and Prokofiev.

3 Rob Brydon
Guildhall, 7.30pm. £31.80.

4 Medieval Murder Mystery
Groundlings Theatre, 8pm. £35, 
inc meal. groundlings.co.uk

4 –  5 Craft Show
Peter Ashley Activity Centre, Fort 
Purbrook. 10.30am –  4.30pm. 
Adults £3, under-16s free.

5 Messy Church
St Luke’s Church, Greetham Street, 
3.15pm –  5pm.

9 Gunwharf Quays 
Fireworks Display
Gunwharf Quays, 6pm –  9pm. 
Inc entertainment from Wave 105 
and late opening.

10 Fireworks and Fairy Tales
Palmerston Road, 4pm –  6pm. 
Christmas lights switch-on with Santa.

11 Armistice Day Service
Cenotaph, Guildhall Square, 10.55am.

11 Remembrance Day Concert
Anglican Cathedral, 7.30pm. 
£10 –  £12. Portsmouth Festival Choir.

11 –  12 Remembrance Weekend
Action Stations, 10am –  5pm. 
Free with dockyard ticket. Make 
your own poppy and see the 
giant wreath.

11 –  12 Monthly Craft Market
Palmerston Road, 9am –  5pm 
Saturday, 10am –  4pm Sunday.

12 Waterside Market  &  Vintage Car 
Meet
Port Solent. 11am –  5pm for market, 
10am –  12pm for car meet.

12 Remembrance Sunday Service
Guildhall Square, 10.30am. 
Parade and wreath laying.

15 Portsdown U3A
Cosham Baptist Church, 2pm –  4pm. 
£2 (or free for members). 
With Park Community School. 
www.portsdownu3a.org.uk

SEASON FINALE
sunday 15 OCTOBER

racing at the world’s most beautiful racecourse

.COM

Rob Brydon, 3 November

Gunwharf Quays fireworks display, 9 November Slocan Ramblers, 15 November
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29 Portsdown U3A
Cosham Baptist Church, 2pm –  4pm. 
Lecture by Nicholas Jellicoe: Jutland: 
The Unfinished Battle (tickets 
required). www.portsdownu3a.org.uk

29 Circus of Horrors
Guildhall, 7pm. £20.04 –  £30.12.

30 Worry Dolls, Robert 
Vincent  &  Dean Owens
Square Tower, 7.15pm. £14. 
www.squarerootspromotions.co.uk

DECEMBER
1 Fagin’s Tavern Comedy Show

Historic Dockyard, 7.15pm –  11pm. 
£13.50. Zoe Lyons, Dane Baptiste 
and Gary Delaney.

1 Christmas Murder Mystery
Groundlings Theatre, 8pm. 
£35 –  includes 3-course meal. 
www.groundlings.co.uk

1 –  3 Victorian Festival of Christmas
Historic Dockyard. For details see 
www.historicdockyard.co.uk

Venue contact information
Aspex Gallery ................................023 9277 8080...........www.aspex.org.uk
Blue Reef Aquarium .......................023 9287 5222...........www.bluereefaquarium.co.uk
City Council Museums ...................023 9282 6722...........www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk
Emirates Spinnaker Tower .............023 9285 7521...........www.spinnakertower.co.uk
Gunwharf Quays ............................023 9283 6700...........www.gunwharf-quays.com
Kings Theatre .................................023 9282 8282...........www.kings-southsea.com
New Theatre Royal ........................023 9264 9000...........www.newtheatreroyal.com
No.6 Cinema ..................................07435 029408............www.no6cinema.co.uk
Port Solent .....................................023 9221 0606...........www.portsolent.com
Portsmouth Film Society ...............07528 808400............www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk
Portsmouth Guildhall ....................0844 847 2362 ..........www.portsmouthguildhall.org.uk
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard ......023 9283 9766...........www.historicdockyard.co.uk
Portsmouth Pyramids ....................023 9320 0330...........www.pyramids.co.uk
Royal Marines Museum .................023 9281 9385...........www.royalmarinesmuseum.co.uk
Wedgewood Rooms .......................023 9286 3911...........www.wedgewood-rooms.co.uk

  023 9267 5555   office@a2law.co.uk   a2law.co.uk

Our dedicated teams offer solutions for:

• Divorce & Separation
• Financial Arrangements 
• Child Arrangements
• Conveyancing
• Wills & Probate

Andrew & Andrew Solicitors Limited
Atlantic House,
114 Kingston Crescent, Portsmouth
Hampshire PO2 8AL

Established in 1954, Andrew & Andrew 
have been providing specialist legal 

advice in Portsmouth for over 60 years.

GET IN TOUCH FOR MORE INFORMATION

STAY WITH US 
AND BOOK YOUR 
MEETING ROOM

£25
DDR

£150
ROOM 

HIRE ONLY

£30
DDR + HOT 

BUFFET

8% COMMISSIONS ON ALL 
MEETING RELATED REVENUES 

IBIS PORTSMOUTH
WINSTON CHURCHILL AVENUE 

PO12LX - PORTSMOUTH

TEL: 02392 640 000
EMAIL: H1461-RE@ACCOR.COM

WWW.IBIS.COM Want to get 
on court?

Visit:                                                           
www.GoHitItPortsmouth.co.uk

Circus of Horrors, 29 November

Christmas Concert with 
Audience Carol Singing
MGC Choir and Royal Marines 

Assn. Concert Band
Sunday 10 December at 3pm

Portsmouth Guildhall. 
Tickets from £7 to £14.70

0844 847 2362 or available on the door
Reg Charity 286733
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Butterflies are back
Our new tropical butterfly house is open at 
Cumberland House natural history museum 
in Southsea.

We demolished the old one earlier this year and built 
a new one, providing a better environment for the 
butterflies and for visitors.

Opening hours are the same as the rest of the 
museum –  10am to  5.30pm, Tuesday to Sunday and 
bank holiday Mondays. Admission is free.

The enclosure has a range of tropical South American 
butterflies, with about 50 hatching each week. Among 
the most spectacular are swallowtails, morphos, owl 
butterflies and longwings.

It has a range of plants, including orchids, jasmine, 
banana, lemon trees and lantana, which provide shade 
as well as food for caterpillars and adult insects.

As part of the project, the museum gardens will 
be planted with flowers that attract native species 
of butterfly.

25 October 6.30pm
FOR CHILDREN UNDER 16 YEARS

PORTSMOUTH HISTORIC DOCKYARD
023 9223 8533 / WWW.ROWANSHOSPICE.CO.UK/STARLIT

REGISTER FOR

Registered Charity Number 299731

SPONSORED BY

 Advertisement
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Light up the night at the Glow Ride

If you can ride a bike, whatever your age or 
ability, come along to the Pedal Portsmouth 
Glow Ride along Southsea seafront next month.

It’s a free family event, with a fun ‘be bright and be seen’ 
theme, on Saturday 14 October, from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.

Following the success of our first glow ride last year, 
this one will be even bigger and better, with a 3km 
course. A road closure will be in place so you can enjoy 
a traffic-free ride along Eastney Esplanade, starting 
from Canoe Lake.

Get into the spirit of the event and celebrate safe 
night-time cycling by dressing in your brightest clothes, 

hi-vis kit, glow-in-the-dark accessories and lights, 
and join hundreds of cyclists to light up the seafront.

It’s a great opportunity for children, beginners and 
families to enjoy cycling together at dusk. There will 
be prizes for the best-lit cyclists and glow goodies 
for those who register. If you have a disability, 
accessible bikes are available to book if required 
(see website below).

The registration desk will be open from 5.30pm. Sign-in 
will be quicker if you’ve already given us your details online.

Sign up for the ride now at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/
cycling

1010 cityhelpdesk@portsmouthcc.gov.uk     www.portsmouth.gov.uk



Light up the night at the Glow Ride

Top tips for being seen

Get bright front and back 
lights and check they’re 

fitted and working Wear something reflective
Wear bright hats, gloves 

and bag covers

Action on lights
Police can issue a £30 fine to cyclists without lights 
between sunset and sunrise. We often work with them 
on operations to stop and speak to cyclists without 
lights. However, in the spirit of getting people to change 
their behaviour, the fine is dropped if they 
buy some bike lights.

Don’t be dim
With less daylight it’s even more important that cyclists 
use hi-visibility gear and lights in the winter to make 
sure they can be seen by other road users. You can 
get good quality lights and other cycle gear from the 
council, at almost cost price, by asking at reception at 
the Civic Offices in Guildhall Square.
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Kick the habit 
with Stoptober
Stopping smoking is the best thing you can 
do for your health. You’ll also save money and 
improve the lives of those you love.

Now’s the time to sign up to Stoptober –  the 28-day 
stop-smoking challenge in October. If you can stay 
smoke-free for 28 days, you’re five times more to 
quit for good.

Get inspired by watching our Smoking and Me video –  
search quit smoking at www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
You’ll also find details of local stop-smoking 
support. Or search Stoptober online.

 Advertisement

Home is where the art is
After creating portraits of people in 
Somerstown, Portsmouth painter Karl Rudziak 
is turning his attention to Paulsgrove.

He’s getting to know people at social clubs and 
community centres and painting them.

“The paintings have had a real impact in Somerstown 
and we’re hoping it will all have the same effect in 
Paulsgrove,” said Karl, who has one of the new studios 
at the Hot Walls, in Old Portsmouth.

“People like the fact that they can recognise the people 
in the paintings and that these are paintings of people 
they know well and can relate to. This is about making 
art available to everybody.”

You can see Karl’s Somerstown pictures at the 
Somerstown Central building, River’s Street.

We’ve match-funded the projects with the Arts Council. 
To find out more, go to www.rudziak.co.uk
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Protecting Southsea 
from coastal flooding

Today’s coastal defences along the seafront only offer 
limited protection from severe storms, leaving thousands 
of homes at a substantial risk of flooding.

That’s why we need new defences –  all the way from Old 
Portsmouth to Eastney, along almost three miles of seafront.

The work will transform the area for future generations, while 
protecting more than 8,000 homes and the heritage that’s so 
important to the people of Portsmouth. We also aim to stimulate 
further regeneration and create a more vibrant place for residents, 
businesses and visitors.

We’re now producing detailed designs for the scheme, ready for 
us to submit to the government and unlock more than £90m to 
fund construction.

While some parts of the frontage will need to be raised to 
account for sea-level rises, we want to make sure this is done 
sympathetically and in a way that enhances the area.

We’ll also be carrying out some site investigation work throughout 
the autumn. Don’t worry –  we’re just doing some testing and not 
building anything yet.

We’d love to hear your views –  go to www.escp.org.uk/southsea  
or look out for our posters along the seafront to find out how to  
get involved.

Tipner Lake update
Work has been progressing well. Nearly 
900m of sheet piling has now been 
installed, which means we can start 
building the new sea wall, which will 
reduce the risk of coastal flooding and 
erosion in the area for the next 100 
years. For the latest updates on the 
project please go to www.escp.org.uk
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Loud and clear for carers
Local carer Brian Bradshaw 
tells how he found support 
after his wife became ill, 
and how carers can make 
themselves heard.

I became a carer about four years ago, following the 
diagnosis of my wife, Jeanne, with early-onset 
Alzheimer’s dementia. She was 62.

When I was referred to as a ‘carer’ I did not really 
understand what that implied. I just thought it meant a 
person who looked after another –  someone who ‘cared’.

How wrong I was. As the impact of my new role became 
apparent over the next three years I realised that I 
needed help, support and guidance. Fortunately, 
through dementia awareness seminars I learned of the 
Carers Centre and the service they provide. I attended 
meetings and functions and increased my network of 
people who could help me.

We joined a project –  Generate –  managed by the  
Aspex gallery, an art project intended to help dementia  
suffers and carers. I realised that the experience and 
knowledge I had gathered could be of benefit to the 
other carers in this group.

Jeanne died over a year ago. I continued to attend the 
art group and became an ambassador for the project. 

It was then that I became aware of Portsmouth Carers 
Voice (PCV). Although not interested initially, I found 
myself wondering if dementia carers were represented 
at this forum.

I put myself forward and became a member of the PCV 
committee. I am so pleased I did; not only can I be a 
voice for dementia, but I am rapidly becoming aware 
of the plight of carers for those of all disabilities.

The PCV is the one vehicle that can bring our issues 
to the city’s carers executive board (which includes 
senior council and NHS staff) to try to ensure that 
action is taken to provide the support that is often 
so desperately needed.

More info:

To find out more or get involved with the PCV:

 f email jacky.charman@actionhants.org.uk

 f call 07801 379669 or 023 9282 2795

 f find Portsmouth Carers Voice on Facebook
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Loud and clear for carers

Info and advice
We work with Healthwatch Portsmouth to provide a 
directory at www.healthwatchportsmouth.co.uk 
which covers everything from social groups and 
lunch clubs to specialist health and care.

We also have a new health and wellbeing 
information wall on the second floor of Central 
Library, with leaflets from all kinds of organisations.

Keep in touch
The Carers Centre is at 117 Orchard Road, Southsea.

 f Call us on 023 9285 1864

 f Email us on carerscentre@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

 f Search carers at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

 f Follow us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/portsmouthcarerscentre

 DO YOU LOOK AFTER SOMEONE?THESE TWO PAGES 
ARE FOR YOU

You would like health 
professionals to be more aware 
of carers and their needs.

We have created a special carer awareness electronic training 
package which staff at Portsmouth City Council, Solent NHS Trust 
and Portsmouth Hospitals Trust are using.

You wanted to choose how the 
Carers Centre communicates 
with you.

The Carers Centre will now ask you if you prefer to communicate by 
telephone, email, text or letter and will honour that choice whenever 
we can.

It is difficult to find information 
about support services.

We have been working really hard to develop new and exciting ways to 
keep you up to date such as Facebook, our texting service, articles in 
every edition of Flagship and our newsletter.

It is difficult to book residential 
respite in advance so that carers 
can plan a holiday or longer-
than-usual break.

Adult social care and the clinical commissioning group have 
purchased a bed in a care home. It will be available to be booked for 
carers who have been assessed as eligible for residential respite.

You would like dedicated carers 
support in mental health hospital 
settings.

The Carers Centre now provides two weekly drop-in sessions at 
The Orchards at two different times of day.

Health and social care services 
and assessment processes are not 
joined up and can be confusing.

Health and social care teams are now located together and 
working towards joining up assessments and making services 
simpler to access.

You wanted better carer support 
for people caring for someone 
with a substance misuse issue.

The Carers Centre now provides a weekly session at the Recovery 
Hub and has better links with the team there, who can refer carers 
for support.

You want staff working in mental 
health teams to be more aware of 
carers’ needs.

The majority of staff in adult mental health services have received 
carer awareness training and more carers are now being referred 
for support.

You wanted to be looked after as 
a carer when you are supporting 
someone who is in hospital.

Portsmouth Hospitals Trust have developed guidelines called ‘You’re 
Welcome’ to help hospital staff to look after carers better. The carers 
passport has been developed and hospital staff are working hard to 
promote this to carers.

You said.... We did....

We work hard to make sure we hear what carers’ needs are, and 
take steps to meet them. Here’s how we’ve responded recently.
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OUR BUDGET
YOUR VIEWS

Like all councils, we’re facing a further reduction in 
our government grant for the next financial year, 
meaning we have less money to pay for public 
services. Over the next three years starting in April 
2018, we need to make £12m of savings from a 
controllable budget of £191m. This means more 
difficult decisions on spending.

The council is committed to raising and generating 
new income to reduce the effect of the cuts. We need 
your views to help us reshape public spending and 
deliver the 2018 –  19 budget.

Please search budget consultation at 
www.portsmouth.co.uk for details of how 
to have your say.

WHERE OUR MONEY COMES FROM
Government funding

Fees, charges and interest*

Council tax

Business rates

Total

 
58%

 
16%

 
15%

 
11%

 

£474m

*including income from the international port
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£283m non-controllable 
spending
Includes items that can’t be reduced, such as housing 
benefit and other benefits, pension obligations, 
borrowing costs and government funding that can only 
be spent on specific projects.

£28m 
Resources
Includes costs of council buildings, 
grants to voluntary groups, 
administration of benefits and 
some council staff.

£24m 
Children and families
Includes children in care, early  
help and prevention, and  
troubled families.

£21m 
Traffic  &  transportation

£16m 
Environment and 
community safety

£9m 
Culture, leisure  &  sport

£10m 
All other services

£8m 
Planning, 
regeneration  & 
 economic 
development

£6m 
Education
Does not include 
the cost of 
running schools.

£5m 
Housing
Does not include 
council housing, 
which is funded 
by rents.

ABOUT HALF OF 
THIS SPENDING IS ON 
LOOKING AFTER 
VULNERABLE ADULTS 
AND CHILDREN
£64m 
Adult social care
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Win £250 of vouchers in 
citywide competition

GOOD LUCK!

Glass bottles and jars are 100% and 
endlessly recyclable – and every 
one that you recycle helps to reduce 
carbon emissions and save energy. 
It also reduces the waste disposal 
costs for Portsmouth City Council – 
freeing money for local services.

So every time you recycle glass, it 
really is a win-win.

Now three lucky Portsmouth residents 
can win a share of £250 worth of 
vouchers – by hunting out six new 
glass recycling banks, designed by 
Portsmouth resident Anthony Beech. 

Anthony’s ‘space invaders’ design 
scooped fi rst prize in the recent 
Friends of Glass competition. The 
judges thought it highlighted how 
recycling is a great way to wipe 
out waste.

Can you fi nd the six space invader 
glass recycling banks to win? 

 f Find the space invader 
glass banks – they’re all 
in Portsmouth and there 
are picture clues on 
www.glassbankart.co.uk

 f Get a photo of yourself next to 
as many of them as you can, 
and email your photos to 
info@glassbankart.co.uk – 
closing date 15 October 2017

 f The best photos with the most 
space invader glass banks will 
win £150 worth of Love to 
Shop vouchers from Portsmouth 
City Council. Two runners up 
will receive £50 Love to 
Shop vouchers.

For picture clues on the bank 
locations and entry tips visit 
www.glassbankart.co.uk

Full rules and terms and conditions 
on website.

Anthony Beech with his winning design

 Advertisement

Plastic –  a recycling reminder
At the moment, the only plastic items we can 
recycle are plastic bottles.

You can put any kind of plastic bottle, including water 
bottles, juice bottles and plastic milk bottles, in your 
recycling –  as long as you take the lid off.

But sorry, we can’t take anything else made of plastic, 
including lids, pots, tubs, trays and cartons.

What you CAN put out for recycling:

Magazines and newspapers Plastic bottles

Aerosol cans Card Paper (not shredded)

Food and drinks cans

Bottle lidsFoil

Glass (take to a bottle bank)

Cartons

Other plastics Black sacks/plastic bags

Shredded paper

Polystyrene Textiles

More info: www.portsmouth.gov.uk/recycling

What you CAN’T put out for recycling:

£64m 
Adult social care
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The Hampshire Health Record

Your choice
If you are happy for your information to 
be stored on the Hampshire Health Record 
then you do not need to do anything. Please 
contact us if you would like a copy of the 
information held about you on the Hampshire 
Health Record or prefer your information not 
to be stored on the Hampshire Health Record.

Your information
The Hampshire Health Record is an 
electronic summary record 
for people living in Hampshire, 
Portsmouth and Southampton. 

The record stores information from GP surgeries, 
hospitals, social and community care teams in one 
place so that – with your consent – professionals 
can view it to deliver better care to you.

Further information
 Phone: 0300 123 1519

 Email: info@hantshealthrecord.nhs.uk

 Web: www.hantshealthrecord.nhs.uk

  Write to:  Hampshire Health Record 
HQ Omega House 
112 Southampton Road 
Eastleigh SO50 5PB

%
8
:
*

 Advertisement

Looking after 
mental health
Around 22,000 adults in Portsmouth are affected 
by at least one common mental health problem.

Fortunately, there are lots of local and national services 
and tools that can help. Just search mental wellbeing 
at www.portsmouth.gov.uk for details.

The theme for World Mental Health Day, 10 October,  
is workplace wellbeing. For everyday wellbeing tips 
search World Mental Health Day at www.mind.org.uk

Treat for gardeners
Our new Waterfront Garden Centre on 
Avenue de Caen in Southsea is the place to 
go for plants, crafts and outdoor goods. Staff 
are also on hand if you need a bit of green-
fingered advice.

It’s open on Thursdays and Fridays from 12pm 
to 4pm, and on Saturdays and Sundays from 
11am to 4pm.

It has its own nursery, and provides work for 
people with learning disabilities. It also links up 
with local community projects, small businesses 
and craftspeople.
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Have a chat 
while you cook

Older men in Portsmouth are picking up 
cookery skills and making new friends, thanks 
to a new course.

Chop Cook Chat is a course for men aged 60 and up 
who have had a big change in their lives. For instance, 
they might have lost a loved one or become a carer.

The course teaches them to cook simple, healthy, 
low-cost meals in a friendly environment. They feel 
more confident in the kitchen, and meet others in a 
similar situation.

Fred Baker, 91, from Copnor, attended the group at All 
Saints Church on Commercial Road. He said: “I’ve learnt 
how to make lots of dishes and have been surprised  
at how simple most of them are. A meal always tastes 
much nicer when you’ve cooked it from scratch.

“I’ve really enjoyed chatting with the men at the group. 
I’d recommend other older men give it a go. It might feel 
daunting going along at first but it’s really friendly and 
you get lots out of it.”

The five-week course runs at various venues across the 
city. It costs £2.50 a week, which covers all ingredients. 
To book a place contact Jayne Gentle on 023 9284 1762 
or jayne.gentle@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Calling companies
Could your business support the project by 
donating, volunteering or providing food, cooking 
equipment or kitchen facilities? Please contact 
Jayne (see left for contact details).

A group for you
Search independence and wellbeing at 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk for details of other 
cooking groups, including ones for carers and 
cardiac outpatients.
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Get help on a night out
If you’re out in Guildhall Walk on a Friday or 
Saturday night and feel unwell, there’s a place 
you can go to be looked after.

Called Safe Space, it’s run by South Central Ambulance 
Service. Trained paramedics will give confidential 
treatment, support and advice, and they won’t judge you.

They can also provide condoms, pregnancy tests and 
even flip-flops (if you’re struggling with your heels). 
Safe Space is open 10pm to 3am in the Hippodrome 
Centre foyer.

Time to get 
personal
We’re calling on caring people to find out more 
about becoming a personal assistant or PA.

PAs get work through our online PA Noticeboard. If 
someone needs a person to help them with everyday 
life, they can post details of what they need. People 
looking for work can then apply for the job.

Charlotte found her PA Gina through the noticeboard. 
She said: “Since I’ve had a PA, I’ve grown in confidence. 
I’m more able to express myself with someone behind 
me. It’s a good way to meet new people and share 
experiences.”

The noticeboard team will be in cafés and community 
centres across the city in the next few weeks. Come 
along for a cuppa and a chat about being a PA. For 
details see www.portsmouthpan.co.uk

Be a gig buddy
If you love getting out and about, you could 
be a Gig Buddy.

A Gig Buddy is a volunteer who’s matched with an 
adult with learning disabilities, who has similar 
interests. They get to know each other and take part 
in activities together, or go to shows, films or other 
local events.

Full training and support is provided for buddies, 
and the project organises regular social events.

More info:

 f gigbuddiesportsmouth@aldingbourne.org

 f 07841 042909
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Lottery boosts 
charities
Good causes are on track to get more 
than £70,000 this year from our 
Portsmouth Lottery.

Rachael Ross is chair of the Portsmouth Down 
Syndrome Association, who got a one-off award of 
£988. They’ve also raised £700 in ticket sales. She 
said: “The Portsmouth Lottery offers an invaluable 
opportunity for us to raise funds. We want to say a 
huge thank-you to the lottery and everyone who 
bought a ticket.”

Good causes can register with the lottery at 
www.portsmouthlottery.co.uk

Local charities and not-for-profit enterprises can 
apply for one-off small grants. Search small 
grants fund at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Everyone’s 
a winner

The Portsmouth Lottery supports local good 
causes, as well as offering big prizes.

A total of 60p from every £1 ticket goes to charities and 
groups that make a difference to Portsmouth people.

And players pick up cash as well. Last month a 
Southsea resident won £2,000.

She said: “I signed up for the lottery to support our 
lovely city.

“An added bonus, for me, was part of your stake going 
to a good cause of your choice. I chose the RSPCA as 
animal rescue is a cause close to my heart.

“It was a wonderful surprise to win and I’ll be using the 
money to donate to other charities I support and have 
fun with the family.

“I’ll definitely continue to support our lottery.”

Since the first draw on 5 November 2016, winners have 
shared prizes worth more than £16,000 in total.

To play the lottery, go to www.portsmouthlottery.co.uk 
or call 023 9319 0888.

About 
players

 pence 

from £

ticket goes 

to good 

causes

One in 

chance of 

a prize

More than 

winners 
so far

6 0 1

5 6

2 0 0 0

1 2 0 0
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Applying to schools 
and the UTC
Schools
If your child’s starting school, transferring to junior 
school or starting secondary school in September 
2018, then these are the dates for applications.

 f moving to secondary: from now until 
31 October 2017

 f moving to juniors: from now until 15 January 2018

 f starting school: from 6 November 2017 until 
15 January 2018

Apply at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
It’s quick and easy.

If necessary, paper forms can be obtained from the 
Civic Offices.

Applying late will seriously affect your chance of getting 
a place at your preferred school. You should include 
your catchment school(s) as one of your preferences.

Look at school websites for details of open evenings.

UTC Portsmouth
The city’s new university technical college is open 
and taking applications for students looking to join 
in September 2018 (in Y10 or Y12).

Go to www.utcportsmouth.org to apply or book 
a place at one of their open events.

Year 10 students
25 September 5pm –  7pm

30 September 10am –  12pm

Year 12 students
9 October 5pm –  7pm

22 November 5pm –  7pm

There will be open college weeks from 2 October to 
13 October and from 27 November to 1 December. 
Please book on the website. Serving the community for over 20 years

ALL MAJOR 
CARDS ACCEPTED

TRY OUR 
NEW APP!

For Priority Bookings and Contactless Payments

 Free Download from the App Store!

www.aquacars.co.uk

02392654321OR818123
TAXI
Call Us Now

 Advertisement
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Keeping kids moving
School children really benefit from the 
exercise provided by activities like the 
Daily Mile or Golden Mile.

Both are simple and free, taking just 10 –  15 minutes 
a day, and need no special set-up. They’re fully 
inclusive and it doesn’t matter if children don’t 
manage to run a mile, as long as they’re moving.

Some schools, such as Arundel Court and Ark 
Ayrton, are already doing a great job of fitting 
these mile-a-day activities into their day.

Here’s why we believe they’re important:

 f We need to tackle rising obesity in 
school children.

 f Such schemes improve behaviour and 
concentration, and boost attainment.

 f Parents say children eat and sleep better 
when doing a mile a day.

Free fun for kids
Our six free adventure playgrounds have loads 
of indoor and outdoor activities for children 
aged six to 13.

Every site has a huge climbing structure, and some 
have splash pools, gardens, games areas, wood 
workshops and tree houses.

Activities include cookery, sport, arts and crafts, 
discovering nature, day and residential trips and 
much more.

Playgrounds are open Monday to Saturday. For more 
information, including location and opening times, search 
adventure playgrounds at www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Free childcare
Almost all working parents with three or 
four-year-olds are now eligible for 30 hours 
of free childcare a week in term time.

You need to apply before 31 December to receive 
the 30 hours free childcare in January 2018, even 
if you’ve been in the trial scheme.

To find out if you are eligible and to apply:

 f www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

Arundel Court pupils get active
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Find help at 
Central Library
On the ground floor of Central Library there’s 
a new area where you can get information 
and guidance on issues including debts, 
housing, benefits, employment and family 
breakdowns. There’s also information on 
volunteering opportunities.

Called the Portsmouth Information and Volunteering 
Hub, it will have drop-in sessions and visits from 
other organisations. For more information see 
volunteer.portsmouth.gov.uk/events

The library also has a 
new quiet Wellbeing 
Zone, with literature 
offering advice on 
healthy eating, 
emotional wellbeing, 
parenting, heart 
disease, stroke, cancer 
and dementia.

Your story could win £500
If you’re a new writer, our Portsmouth Short 

Story competition could be the break you need. 

You could win £500 and the chance to see your 

story published online.

Just use one of these three images to inspire your story.

Stuart Parker, from Baffins, last year’s winner, said: 

“Winning has given me the confidence to believe in what 

I write and allowed my family to believe in my writing.”

David Flint, from North End, our 2015 winner, said: 

“Winning was an amazing insight into writing short 

stories. I’ve even had a story printed in The News, and I’d 

urge anyone who enjoys writing to have a go. You might 

do something fantastic you never dreamed of, like I did.”

It’s £5 to enter –  visit your local library for an entry 

form or go to portsmouth.spydus.co.uk 

The closing date is 20 October.

Free books, 
mags and music
If you’ve got a library card, 
there are loads of free digital 
services you can use. 
You can download books, 
audiobooks, songs, 
magazines and even comics. 
Read or listen when and where 
it suits you. Plus, a library 
card gets you some great 
discounts around town.

To find out more or apply for a 
card, search library card at 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk

Volunteer advisor Hend Abuklish chats to a visitor at the hub
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Boost for 
electric cars
We’re planning to install three free charging 
points for electric cars, to help increase the 
use of low-pollution vehicles in Portsmouth.

The charging points would be set up in car parks 
around the city.

Drivers would be able to use them for free, but 
would have to pay for parking as usual.

This would be a two-year trial scheme, with local 
company CityEV, designed to encourage people 
to drive electric cars. Although they’re getting more 
popular all the time, only about 75 cars registered in 
Portsmouth are electric. Almost 7,000 are hybrid.

The charging points would join the one we provide 
at the Park and Ride, along with other, privately-
operated, facilities.

We’ll review how the trial is going after a year.

Eastern route improvements
We’re continuing to improve the main travel 
route along the east side of Portsmouth, from 
Drayton down to the seafront.

We’re looking at various pieces of work that will 
combine to mean improved journeys for drivers, 
cyclists, pedestrians and public transport users.

We’ve already upgraded the technology managing 
traffic lights at seven junctions. Now we have plans 
for more work, including:

 f further changes at key junctions

 f improvements to cycle routes

 f better connections between cycle routes and 
surrounding areas

 f reviews of railings, safety barriers and road markings

 f improved facilities for bus users

Depending on when your Flagship arrives, you could 
come to one of our drop-in sessions:

 f Anchorage Park Community Centre, 
Wednesday 20 September, 5pm –  7pm

 f Milton Community Centre, 
Thursday 21 September, 5pm –  7pm

 f Baffins Community Centre, 
Tuesday 26 September, 5pm – 7pm

More more information:

 f call 023 9284 1011

 f email easterncorridor@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

 f go to www.portsmouth.gov.uk/easterncorridor
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New ways of living well
Portsmouth people with autism and other 
complex needs have a new place to live, 
with an opportunity to be more independent.

A dozen people have moved into four bungalows at 
Temple Court in Nessus Street, Buckland. There are 
10 en suite rooms with large communal areas and two 
one-bedroom bungalows. Staff are on-site to support 
them 24 hours a day.

The £1.51m development is part of our move away 
from traditional residential care homes to more 
independent, community-based living.

Keith McKnight’s son Joe, who is on the autistic 
spectrum, is one of the tenants. Mr McKnight said: 
“Temple Court is a fantastic opportunity for Joe to thrive.”

By increasing the number of such developments in 
the city, we can help people live fuller lives and keep 
services local. And it makes the council less dependent 
on facilities outside Portsmouth, which saves money.

Get your meningitis jab
The MenACWY jab protects against four 
types of disease which cause meningitis and 
septicaemia. These groups should contact 
their GP urgently and get a jab:

 f young people who left school this summer

 f those born between 1 September 1998 and 
31 August 1999 and who are not in school

 f those starting university aged between 18 and 25 
and who haven’t had the jab yet

The jab is the best form of protection against the 
A, C, W, and Y strains of meningitis. MenW is 
increasing in the UK and is one of the most 
aggressive and life-threatening forms.

If everyone who is eligible gets the vaccine, this will 
protect them and help protect others by stopping 
the bacteria from spreading.

For more information go to www.meningitis.org
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Fire safety 
update
The safety of residents is our top priority. That’s why 
we’ve introduced a number of extra precautions 
following the tragic Grenfell Tower fire.

We’ve conducted full fire assessments of all council high-rise 
blocks of flats with Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service. These 
have shown that the buildings’ fire safety measures are in 
place and working, meaning they are all safe for residents 
to remain in their homes.

Government tests have confirmed that the cladding on two of 
the high-rise blocks we own –  Horatia House and Leamington 
House –  does not adequately resist the spread of fire, so we’re 
removing it as quickly as possible. We’re in regular contact 
with the residents of those blocks to keep them updated on 
the progress of the work.

Further precautions we’ve taken in Horatia and Leamington 
include:

 f a 24-hour fire warden who will be present in the blocks 
for as long as necessary

 f free testing of all electrical white goods by an approved 
contractor

 f internal fire safety checks in all flats

 f a helpline for residents of the two blocks

We’re also working closely with the owners of all privately-
owned high-rise buildings, and have inspected these with 
the fire service.

Government tests have raised concerns about cladding on 
a few privately-owned blocks. The owners have informed 
residents about this and what they are doing as a result.

We will continue to work closely with the fire service 
to maintain the safety of all residents. Removal of cladding under 

way at Horatia House.

27www.facebook.com/portsmouthcitycouncil     www.twitter.com/portsmouthtoday



News for parents
 f A third of child car seats fail basic 

safety checks. A poorly fitted seat, 
or one that is the wrong size, can 
be dangerous in a crash. For free 
advice and a check of your car 
seat, contact road.safety@
portsmouthcc.gov.uk

 f Local maternity services are after 
the views of women who have had 
a baby in the last 12 months, and 
their birthing partners, to help 
improve services. For a survey go 
to www.healthwatchhampshire.
co.uk/maternity before 
30 September.

A celebration of sound
Schoolchildren and architecture students have 
brought a city centre subway to life with the 
sound of music.

The Sound Garden, in the Bradford Road roundabout 
underpass, is an interactive musical sculpture made out 
of junk instruments. It was created by pupils from Priory 
School, in Fawcett Road, and students from the 
University of Portsmouth.

Jo Bennett, our commercial property and leasehold 
services manager, said: “Sound Garden is bringing 
together residents, music-lovers, local schoolchildren, 
their families and our partners in the university in 
a celebration of the strength and importance of 
community art.

“It’s an accessible and user-friendly space that 
gives people the chance to get involved with 
collective playing.”

The project was funded by the university and the 
council. To find out more call 023 9283 4954.
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Resident permit 
renewal emails
If you live in a residents parking zone and have paid for 
your parking permit online, you’ll now get your renewal 
reminder by email instead of by post.

The email will come from parkingpermitmanagement@
portsmouthcc.gov.uk 28 days before your permit expires. 
It will include a PIN number you’ll need to renew online.

If you haven’t previously applied online or if you didn’t provide 
an email address, then you’ll continue to be sent a letter.

Remember, we no longer issue paper 
permits, so you won’t be sent 
one to display.
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Looking after someone 
else’s child? We can help
If you have someone else’s child living with you, 
then please let us know.

We just need to be aware, so we can make sure you get 
support if you need it.

When someone under 16 (under 18 if they’re disabled) 
stays with an adult who’s not a close relative, for 28 
days or more, it’s called private fostering.

Social worker Koren Luddington says: “An example 
could be where a single parent has an illness, and 
arranges for their child to be cared for by a neighbour.

“Or, a teenager might fall out with mum or dad, and 
decide to move into their friend’s house.

“Language school students staying with a host family 
can be another example.

“It’s now a legal requirement for the parent of a child 
who is being looked after by someone else, or for the 
person looking after them, to let the council know six 
weeks beforehand, or within 48 hours in an emergency.”

Making a difference
Social worker Aimee Dennis says the council can 
help private fostering be positive for everyone.

“Alice, 12, who has a chromosome disorder and 
epilepsy, was living with her mum Louise, who also 
has health issues and could no longer cope.

“The best solution was a private fostering 
arrangement between Louise and one of Alice’s 
friend’s parents. As we were notified, we were able 
to help make sure everyone was safe, and help 
Louise and Alice develop a more healthy 
relationship, so they could be reunited.”

Contact us:

 f 023 9268 8793

 f privatefostering@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

More info:

 f www.privatefostering.org.uk

Our social workers Koren (top) and Aimee help private foster carers.
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Business 
rates relief
Companies hit hardest by 
increases to business rates can 
apply for support worth up to 8% 
of their bill.

If you occupy business premises with 
a rateable value of less than £200,000, 
and your gross bill has gone up by 
12.5% compared to last year, then get 
in touch with us.

Read more about the scheme and how 
to apply –  search revaluation support 
relief at www.portsmouth.gov.ukA lighter 

energy bill
We’re planning a £5.25m project to convert street lights 
to LED technology.

Because LEDs use less electricity, this will save up to 60% in 
energy costs. They should pay for themselves in 11 years or less.

They’re also more reliable. And they shouldn’t need replacing for 
20 years –  five times longer than the current lights.

The project will also involve the creation of a central system 
to control street lighting, which will be able to automatically detect 
and report faults as soon as they happen.

We shouldn’t need to replace any lamp-posts, unless they’re in 
poor condition and need replacing. All we need to do is replace 
the actual light at the top.

At the moment the project doesn’t include special heritage and 
ornate street lights.

Free business news
If you run a business in Portsmouth, especially a small 
to medium-sized one, then you need our free monthly 
Business Update.

It goes straight to your email inbox, packed full of news on funding, 
networking events, training and major developments in the city.

To sign up, go to www.portsmouth.gov.uk/updates-sign-up
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Registered charity number: 1025456

Advice and acti viti es 
for people 50 and 

over in Portsmouth

Personal Choice
Oasis the Venue, Arundel Street 

Portsmouth, PO1 1NP
02392 346 440

personalchoice@msm.org.uk

Have fun learning a new hobby, discover 
new skills or improve existing ones and 
expand your social circle at The Learning 
Place –  community learning for adults living 
and working in and around Portsmouth.

Offering fun and varied courses on a range  
of topics, with some free courses available.

Find out more: call 023 9262 1860, go to 
www.learnportsmouth.ac.uk, or visit us at 
6 Derby Road, North End, PO2 8HH (next 
to Post Office, behind Poundstretcher).

     www.facebook.com/learningplace1 
   @learningplace1

WITH THE 
LEARNING PLACE

LIVE, LAUGH

AND LEARN!

226 Commercial Road, Portsmouth,
 Hampshire, PO1 1HG
@Belongportsmouth

CUTTING EDGE

GAMING ARENA

WE HOST PARTIES!
Ask in arena for details

10% OFF PARTIES WITH THIS LEAFLET!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

Terms and conditions apply. 

Book your two-week Free Trial now!
Portsmouth, Southsea 01730 301177

KUMON MATHS AND ENGLISH STUDY CENTRES

1 OCTOBER – 20 NOVEMBER

 Advertisements

ADVERTISE WITH US
If you want hundreds of thousands of people to see your 
business message, there’s no better way than to use the 
council’s publications, online services and advertising sites.

Why not advertise in Flagship magazine, on The Big Screen or at one 
of our 140 poster sites across the city?

Contact us for a free marketing review on 023 9283 4736 or email 
advertising@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Spring 2017

Could you foster? 
Make a difference to their life and yours

p4–5  
Free Emirates Spinnaker Tower visitp5

65.17 Flagship March 2017.indd   1

03/03/2017   13:54:34

Summer 2017

No more paper parking permits

see page 19

Quieter bike routes 

Pull out map and guide, pages 16–17
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