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City Plan policy context

The site is not allocated in the City Plan for any particular use, but is within Conservation
Area 10 (see paragraph 3.2). The majority of the site is within Flood Risk Zone 3 (1 in 200
chance of tidal flooding), however the Rock Gardens and the southern section of the
building lie within Flood Risk Zone 2 (1 in 1000 chance of tidal flooding), with Policy DC6
(Flood Protection) applicable. The following policies are also of specific relevance to any
potential redevelopment of this site*:

DC1 Design Principles DC13 Historic Parks and Gardens

DC2 Landscaping DC20 Protection of open space

DC3 Landmark buildings and features DC23 Renewable Energy

DC4 Access forall DC28 Parking standards

DC9 Storage of refuse DC29 Travel Plans for Major Developments

DC10 Conservation Areas

* = Please note this list is not exhaustive and other policies may be relevant depending on the type
and scale of scheme being proposed.

Southsea Common / The Seafront

Under the National Heritage Act 1983, English Heritage compiles a register of gardens and
land of historic interest. The entire Southsea Common area is on this register and this
designation includes the Pyramids complex. Whilst there are no additional statutory
controls, the historic interest of this land will be a material consideration when determining
any redevelopment proposals. Any scheme considered to adversely affect the historic
interest of this land will not be permitted.

The location of the Pyramids complex within Conservation Area 10 means that any
redevelopment must preserve or enhance the character of the seafront. The Council has
published a detailed guidance leaflet entitted ‘The Seafront’ which offers advice on
developing within this area. There is a specific section in the leaflet concerning the
Southsea Castle area and Section 6 of this document offers some initial design guidelines
that should be adhered to.

Possible redevelopment options for the site

The Council would like your views on the five possible options for the Pyramids site detailed
overleaf. Whilst the existing building could be retained for any new use, it would be
preferable for a new building to be constructed as this gives the opportunity for other
improvements to the site, including high quality design and enhancements to the public
realm (see paragraphs 7.4 & 7.5). There are a number of general design issues that would
apply to any new use and these can be found in Section 6. If any new structures are to be
located on site, there may be the requirement for either an archaeological recording
condition or a legal agreement attached to any planning consent to ensure that criterion D
of Policy DC15 is complied with.
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